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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Thought Forms
Lisa Beck, Lydia Dona and Joan Waltemath
  
ON VIEW: APRIL 20 - MAY 27, 2017
OPENING RECEPTION: THURSDAY, APRIL 20, 6 - 8 PM

BALTIMORE, MD - C. Grimaldis Gallery is pleased to present Thought 
Forms, an exhibition of  paintings by Lisa Beck, Lydia Dona and Joan 
Waltemath. Thought Forms stages the work of  three New York artists who 
have simultaneously developed distinct practices in conceptual abstract 
painting. These painters are united by their strategic approach, in which a 
painting operates as a structural field that animates the subject’s relationship 
to architecture, machinery, and the universe surrounding it.

Joan Waltemath’s meticulous grids are constructed using a system 
derived from Harmonics:  an infinite sequence based on the lowest 
resonant  frequency of  a vibrating object. These mathematically stringent 
compositions are thus attuned to the world’s fundamental properties, 
consistently negotiating a relationship to the viewer’s physical body and 
the structures it inhabits. This exhibition includes a new series inspired 
by the Castello di San Giorgio, in which mysterious basement chambers 
were designed at half  the scale of  an average room. These 15th century 
experiments in perspective prompted Waltemath to create “half-scale” 
panels, resulting in condensed fields of  interlocking frames which 
interrogate the function of  architecture.

Lydia Dona’s explosive, rhizomatic canvases emerge from illustrated diagrams of  machinery from technical manuals. Infused with jagged 
patches of  glowing color and debris, these machines sputter and morph into biological material, forming systems which seem at once to 
collapse and emerge. These integrated hybrids of  fuses and brain matter inhabit the porous membrane between human and machine, 
between structure and dynamism. Torn from the real world of  factories, laboratories and metropolitan infrastructure, these systems 
appear as lurching organic material chaotically immersed in the grit and labor of  the machine even as they seem to radiate consciousness.

Lisa Beck’s systems of  color and line seek to expand perspective, opening a series of  portals, chasms or radiating doorways which invoke 
an awareness of  space— both terrestrial and interplanetary. Reflective mylar panels complete the work’s composition even as they 
refract and dissolve it, calling into question pattern and randomness, bipolarity and symmetry, and the physical limits of  a painting. Beck 
amplifies the space a painting takes up in a room, encouraging a dynamic in which the work’s content is intertwined with the viewer’s 
subjectivity. 

Thought Forms brings together three diverse painters all concerned with the matter of  being; who use painting as a means to provoke and 
fracture structural modes of  thinking and present entrances and exits to and from the world. The exhibition will be on view from April 
20 through May 27, 2017. An opening reception will take place on Thursday, April 20, 6 - 8pm. Hours for C. Grimaldis Gallery, which 
is free and open to the public, are Tuesday through Saturday, 10 am - 5:30 pm.

Press Inquiries: Elspeth Walker, ew@cgrimaldisgallery.com 

C. Grimaldis Gallery has continuously operated in Baltimore since 1977. It has established itself  as Baltimore’s oldest contemporary art gallery, and an important 
venue in the region. The gallery specializes in postwar American and European art with an emphasis on contemporary sculpture.

LYDIA DONA, “Platinum Journeys”, 2016, oil, acrylic, enamel, 
metallic paint, laminated iron oxide powder on canvas, 60 x 72 
inches (152 x 183 cm)
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