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Press release: 
 
 
 
"Certain of My Uncertainty"  
 
 
 
Esse est percipi (aut percipere) – to be is to be perceived (or to perceive) 
- George Berkeley, 1710 
 
 
An intense world of gaunt desert landscapes and faceless giants surrounds us when we enter Jean-Pierre Roy's new 
solo show "Certain of My Uncertainty".  Roy's recent work continues his juxtaposition of seemingly incongruous 
temporal realms. With one foot placed firmly in history's extensive gravity and the other in the anxious future, the 
result is a coherent visual experience of incomparable intelligent beauty. "Certain of My Uncertainty" is no exception. 
 
The exhibition is a narrative of perception - our sensory perception of the physical world around us and its objective 
inaccessibility. Jean-Pierre Roy's post-apocalyptic iconography does not seek to hide his embrace of science-fiction 
narratives, but seeks to find a new relevance for their focus within our current anxieties. What captivates and also 
drives him is an existential curiosity about natural systems, their visual reproduction and our way of navigating in 
them. 
 
Jean-Pierre Roy challenges us to stop and consider how it feels to question our immediate reaction to what we see in 
front of us. In each of the artworks in the exhibition, he presents a series of different characters, all caught in the 
middle of a sensory uncertainty. He has placed them in remote, Spartan surroundings with their hands and faces 
buried in blurred temporal geometry. For these characters only one thing is clear: the only thing they can be certain of 
is their uncertainty. 
 
Roy found his inspiration in one of the important Enlightenment thinkers, Irish philosopher George Berkeley, who 
proclaimed that our physical surroundings are illusions created in our minds, and the way we see and experience 
them are learned. Through our sensory system we acquire data stored as experience through which we have 
something to navigate by when we go about ʼout thereʼ.  
 
As an artist and researcher, Jean-Pierre Roy scrutinizes history and can quite easily find information about people 
and events surrounding given objects, such as artwork, but he is left with an image defined by the perception of other 
individuals, their understanding and their context, which leaves a subjective image for posterity. 500 years of non-
local context separate us and the direct passage is obliterated. Despite this fact, the paintings in “Certain of My 
Uncertainty” visualize his attempt to transcend the discrete locality of his own sensory position in order to attain clarity 
of an objective non-locality, all the while knowing it to be utterly impossible. 
 
Jean-Pierre Roy possesses a superior ability to convey an inner frustration, expressed through his 
characters, who are desperately trying to communicate with the viewer using optical objects to dazzle us 
with their dilemma. 
 
The exhibition shows eleven spectacular oil paintings. 
Jean-Pierre Roy will be present at the opening and available for interviews. 
Contact the gallery at info@gallerypoulsen.com or tel. + 45 33 33 93 96 for further information. 
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