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Gareth Long 
Square Peg Round Hole 
 

Opening on Thursday, 23 March  from 6 to 8 p.m., and continuing through to 29 April 

2017, the gallery is pleased to present an exhibition by Gareth Long. 
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Despite increased access to information and fact-based knowledge, stupidity is 

gaining currency. Consider: fake news, click-bait headlines, and—in a world where the 

magnitude of problems seems overwhelming—the real possibility that ignorance 

could be bliss. In Long’s work, the questions, ‘how is stupidity taught’ and ‘how can it 

be learned’ are folded together to position stupidity as a potentially generative 

means of production. With various sculptural works that perform as “stupid-learning 

tools”, functionality is exceeded by futile acts that allow for moments of tranquility, 

poetry, and a leap away from higher reason. Here, the tool is both stupid and allows 

for the learning of stupidity. While an animated video that repeatedly tries to stick a 

square peg into a round hole plays upon how stupid we are relative to our own 

bodies—a unifying type of senselessness.  

 

Additionally, Long has chosen to include exceptional projects by former students 

produced during a special topics course that took stupidity as cue. To sum, if 

stupidity offers alternative models of thought, why leave it to the idiots?  
 

Gareth Long (b.1979, Toronto) holds a BA from the University of Toronto and an MFA 

from Yale University. Long has held solo exhibitions at Kunsthalle Wien, Austria; Kate 

Werble Gallery, New York; Michael Benevento, Los Angeles; TORRI, Paris; SpazioA, 

Pistoia; Oakville Galleries, Oakville; the Southern Alberta Art Gallery, Lethbridge; 

Galerie Bernhard, Zürich. His work has been shown at galleries and institutions such 

as MoMA PS1, Long Island City; The Hessel Museum of Art at Bard College, 

Annandale-on-Hudson; Museum of Contemporary Art Denver, Denver; Musée d’art 

contemporain de Montréal, Montreal; Artists Space, New York; Casey Kaplan Gallery, 

New York; Flat Time House, London; Drawing Room, London; Spike Island, Bristol; 

Wiels, Brussels; Salzburger Kunstverein, Salzburg; Badischer Kunstverein, Karlsruhe; 

and Witte de With, Rotterdam.  

 

 

Susan Hobbs Gallery is open to the public Wednesday to Saturday from 11:00 a.m. to 

5:00 p.m. and by appointment. The gallery is located at 137 Tecumseth Street, 

Toronto. 

 

For more information about this exhibition or the Susan Hobbs Gallery, please give us 

a call at (416) 504.3699 or visit www.susanhobbs.com. 
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