
	
	
	
	

	
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
 
Foley Gallery is pleased to present Particle Paradise, a solo exhibition featuring works by Joseph Desler 
Costa. This will be the artist's second exhibition with the gallery. 
 
Particle Paradise borrows its name from a downloadable video game modification that enables users to 
hack a customized gaming experience via a modified code embedded within the existing code. A mod alters 
game content to operate in a manner different from the original by augmenting or completely changing it 
into a new and previously unrealized version. 
 
The photographs present an aestheticized and often oppressive present where objects, gestures, and 
products overlap and collide. While reality used to be something that could be challenged, it is now simply 
unrecognizable. The ability to acquire and maintain meaningful perceptions in an apparently chaotic world 
is increasingly difficult as our own self-organizing awareness collapses under the weight of any number of 
alternate possibilities and realities. A modified present, informed by desire and circumstance, curates a 
future we knowingly ingest. What remains is a fluid and workable image revolving as an unfixed entity in 
an unfixed reality. 
 
Using multiple exposure, layering, in-camera editing, screens, and cut paper constructions, the images 
in Particle Paradise reach out of a photographed “fixed moment” as they undercut the psychology of 
perception.  As Costa moves his camera through bodies, objects, and shapes, he not only learns what they 
are made of but also how they can be altered to represent a more malleable version of themselves.  
 
A particle paradise is a search for a perfect paradise; a faster, sleeker, shinier abyss driven by constant 
consumption that unfastens the reality it replaces. It is a desire for what lies ahead, always just out of reach. 
 
Joseph Desler Costa lives and works in Brooklyn, NY and Pisa, Italy. His works have been featured at the 
Baxter St. Camera Club of New York, Arsenal Di Venezia, Newspace Center for Photography, Mana 
Contemporary and the Lianzhou Foto Festival in China. He has had solo exhibitions at the International 
Center of Photography and Book Dummy Project Space. 
 
Particle Paradise will remain on view through April 30th, 2017. Foley Gallery is open Wednesday through 
Saturday, 11 - 6pm, Sunday 12:30 - 6pm. To request images; please contact the gallery at 212.244. 9081 
info@foleygallery.com 
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