
 

 

VIENNA BIENNALE 2017 
Robots. Work. Our Future 
 

First press conference Monday, 17 October 2016, 10:30 a.m. 
Location Salonplafond im MAK, Stubenring 5, 1010 Vienna 
 
 

The vision of a digital humanism will be brought close to reality by the 
VIENNA BIENNALE 2017 (21 June to 1 October 2017). Under the motto 
Robots. Work. Our Future, the second edition of the first multipartite bien-
nale in the world will open up creative spaces for contemplating meaning-
ful living and working and the sustainable use of robotics and artificial 
intelligence in the digital age. Contributions from the fields of art, design, 
and architecture will sketch out the joint potential of robots and human 
work as an opportunity to bring about humanely motivated positive 
change. 
 
“Creativity is the most important quality for structuring our shared digital 
living and working environments. The VIENNA BIENNALE 2017 inspires 
digital optimism,” says Christoph Thun-Hohenstein, General Director of the 
MAK and head of the VIENNA BIENNALE 2017, on occasion of the first 
press conference on 17 October 2016. Like its premiere, the second edi-
tion of the VIENNA BIENNALE initiated by Thun-Hohenstein will be real-
ized again in 2017 by the MAK in partnership with the University of Applied 
Arts Vienna, Kunsthalle Wien, Architekturzentrum Wien, and the Vienna 
Business Agency with its creative center departure, and with the support 
of the AIT Austrian Institute of Technology as a non-university research 
partner. 
 
The Biennale curators—Anne Faucheret (Curator, Kunsthalle Wien), Ange-
lika Fitz (Curator and Director designate, Architekturzentrum Wien), Anab 
Jain (co-founder and Director, Superflux, London, and Professor, Universi-
ty of Applied Arts Vienna), Amelie Klein (Curator, Vitra Design Museum, 
Weil am Rhein), Elke Krasny (Curator, Professor of Art and Education, 
Academy of Fine Arts Vienna), Marlies Wirth (Curator, MAK), and the  
IDRV – Institute of Design Research Vienna—will unfurl “Ideas for Change” 
from various creative fields at several exhibition venues. 
 
While the exhibitions to be shown in the MAK, Hello, Robot: Design be-
tween Human and Machine and Artificial Tears: Singularity & Humanness – 
A Speculation will span the range from robotics in daily life to the question 
of human uniqueness, the exhibition of the University of Applied Arts 
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Vienna THE FUTURE OF WORK (working title) will spark a discussion 
about future forms of human work with a view to the role of the creative 
sector. The exhibition Work it, feel it! taking place at Kunsthalle Karlsplatz 
focuses on the demands placed on the human body and its possibilities to 
act, as seen against the backdrop of an increasingly automated work-
place. The public workspace Care + Repair of the Architekturzentrum Wien 
will delve into caring and repairing as key strategies for positive change in 
an urban context. Also focusing on the urban realm, the project StadtFab-
rik [City factory]—a cooperation between the Vienna Business Agency with 
its creative center departure and the MAK, and curated by IDRV – Institute 
of Design Research Vienna—will look, in the framework of the Biennale, 
into the effects of digitalization on sociopolitical, socioeconomic process-
es and new work cultures. 
The Vienna Biennale Circle, a flexible platform of Vienna-based personali-
ties from different fields, will bring together the cornerstones of a new 
humanism in an exhibition manifesto at the MAK, which will also be the 
showplace for a project about future working environments conceived 
jointly with Biennale curators and the IDRV – Institute of Design Research 
Vienna. A parcourse in the MAK DESIGN LAB will thematize values such 
as fairness, sharing, caring and appreciation, repairing, slow consumption, 
and “prosuming.” 
 
 
An overview of the exhibitions of the VIENNA BIENNALE 2017: 
 
Hello, Robot: Design between Human and Machine 
(An exhibition at the MAK; a co-production of the Vitra Design Museum 
with the MAK and the Design museum Gent. Curators of the project for 
the VIENNA BIENNALE 2017: Amelie Klein, Curator, Vitra Design Museum; 
Marlies Wirth, Curator, MAK) 
Hello, Robot will take a look at how robotics is entering our everyday lives 
and show the decisive role played by design. A broad range of exhibits will 
illustrate the areas where we are already encountering robots today and 
where we are likely to see them in the near future: in industry, the military, 
in our day-to-day environments; in children’s bedrooms and old-age 
homes; in our bodies and in the cloud; while shopping and having sex; in 
computer games and, of course, in film and literature. The show will eluci-
date our—often ambivalent—relationship to new technologies and exam-
ine the opportunities and challenges we face both as individuals and as a 
society as a result. It will raise awareness of the ethical and political ques-
tions that arise today in light of the technological advances in robotics, 
and confront us with the contradictions often contained in the answers to 
these questions. 
Design plays a central role in this complex dynamic, having always been a 
mediator between humans and machines, as well as between different 
disciplines. While the debate oscillates between enthusiasm and criticism, 
hope and fear, utopia and dystopia, design offers concrete solutions as 
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well as thought experiments showing that the truth often lies at both 
extremes at once. And in this context, design is about more than just 
appearances. Rather, Hello, Robot will address the way design shapes the 
interactions and relations between humans and machines, but also be-
tween humans—for better or worse. 
 
Artificial Tears: Singularity & Humanness – A Speculation 
(An exhibition at the MAK; curated by Marlies Wirth, Curator, MAK) 
“Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic,” 
stated British science fiction author Arthur C. Clarke. The group exhibition 
Artificial Tears will quote from a speculative chapter of the history of 
humankind that has yet to be written: In anticipation of the “singularity” 
prophesied by American futurist Ray Kurzweil, which will be enabled by 
the exponential growth of technologies and super-intelligent machine 
interfaces, ideas from the field of science fiction are shifting into the focus 
of serious scientific considerations. 
The amplification or “optimization” of the human organism through wear-
able or implanted computer technology, nanotechnology, memory-
enhancing drugs (nootropics), and life-prolonging measures is wholly 
redefining established notions and life plans—from business models to 
human life cycles, including the concept of dying. Yet the ingenious bio-
technology of the human being—lacrimal apparatus, fear conditioning, and 
the ability to trust and to forget—already draws a complex picture of the 
“holistic system” we call human and its poetic inefficiency. Artistic works 
around the uncertain state between progress and archaism will be at the 
heart of the exhibition, which will deliberately compare quotes from sci-
ence fiction to reality. 
 
THE FUTURE OF WORK (working title) 
(An exhibition by the University of Applied Arts Vienna in the Applied Inno-
vation Lab AIL; curated by Anab Jain, co-founder and Director, Superflux, 
London, and Professor, University of Applied Arts Vienna; and Gerald Bast, 
President, University of Applied Arts Vienna; Curatorial assistant: Martina 
Schöggl) 
Our working environment is changing. Innovations in technology, such as 
rapidly advancing digitalization and the tremendous developments in 
robotics and artificial intelligence are exerting enormous influence over 
our everyday working lives. Some studies even suggest that up to 
50 percent of the currently existing jobs will break away in the next 20 
years. We have to rethink work—in its economic, social, and philosophical 
dimensions. The exhibition THE FUTURE OF WORK will address, in both 
analytical and speculative ways, future forms and functions of human 
work, particularly targeting the role of the creative sector. With a view to 
the disappearance of seemingly “traditional jobs,” it will raise the question 
about who will, and should, actively participate in redefining the terms 
work and future. 
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Work it, feel it! 
(An exhibition by the Kunsthalle Wien, 21 June – 10 September 2017; 
curated by Anne Faucheret, Curator, Kunsthalle Wien) 
At its Karlsplatz location, the Kunsthalle Wien’s exhibition Work it, feel it! is 
dedicated to the work of the future and the future of work. The exhibition 
focuses on the demands placed on the human body and its possibilities to 
act, as seen against the backdrop of an increasingly automated work-
place. What are the mechanisms of discipline and control that have been 
applied to the mind, and above all to the body, to make it an efficient pro-
duction tool and a pillar of consumerism? 
Until the mid-20th century, within the disciplinary societies, “enclosed 
milieus” (“milieux clos,” e.g. schools, factories, clinics, etc.) served the 
formation of bodies, whereas today’s control societies aim to make  
bodies useful and teachable by means of information. 
At the same time, new techniques are developing, which serve less to 
adapt the bodies for the production sector, but rather to train them—for 
the sake of physicality itself—to become ever more “perfect,” physically fit 
and (leisure-)consuming subjects. Which ideals are being pushed? And 
what happens to the bodies that resist and escape optimization?  
Between utopia and dystopia, between speculation and analysis, the  
exhibition’s artists outline working environments of the future against the 
background of their economic and political instrumentalization.  
 
Care + Repair 
(A public workspace by the Architekturzentrum Wien; curated by Angelika 
Fitz, Director designate, Architekturzentrum Wien; Elke Krasny, Curator, 
Professor of Art and Education, Academy of Fine Arts Vienna) 
Entitled Care + Repair, the contribution of the Architekturzentrum Wien 
(Az W) to the Vienna Biennale, is premised on care and repair as key strat-
egies for positive change. This is also true for upcoming urban develop-
ments in Vienna. What are the new constellations of participants and the 
new practices needed to repair the future? The two curators Angelika Fitz 
and Elke Krasny will establish a public workspace in a current urban trans-
formation area in Vienna to test out these issues. Working in tandem with 
local initiatives, international architects and urbanists will develop con-
crete proposals for a new Care + Repair urbanism. A growing exhibition 
held on location will show the processes involved and the results. Given 
the conditions of Digital Modernity and the crisis of the welfare state, Care 
+ Repair is considered to be a perspective on society as a whole, based 
upon shared efforts to care for, sustain, and repair our world. 
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StadtFabrik [City factory] 
(A project by the Vienna Business Agency with its creative center depar-
ture and the MAK; curated by IDRV – Institute of Design Research Vienna) 
The StadtFabrik is a “real-time” research laboratory for new fields of work 
in the creative industries, which concentrates on the discovery and visual-
ization of the future urban potentialities of a city in a state of flux. Since 
May 2016, new creative fields of work under the rubrics “Commoning,” 
“Inclusion,” and Future Production” have been studied. 
In the framework of the VIENNA BIENNALE, the Vienna Business Agency 
will carry on this initial research and concentrate on the effects of digitali-
zation on sociopolitical and socioeconomic processes in an urban envi-
ronment. Living, dwelling, and working in an increasingly digitalized world 
are already making evident the significant changes taking place at a soci-
etal level. Designers are substantially influencing and accompanying this, 
on the one hand provoking these changes, while on the other exerting a 
positive impact on the resultant transformation. An important factor 
thereby is the city as a production site in which creative professionals, 
through new strategies, business models, and projects, enable innovative 
approaches for seminal living and working environments. So-called de-
monstrators—prototypical experimental arrangements in the context of 
urban daily life, which contend with the topics of digitalization, new work 
culture, and urban production processes—will be placed at various loca-
tions within the greater Vienna area. 
 
Exhibition manifesto of the Vienna Biennale Circle 
(An exhibition at the MAK) 
The Vienna Biennale Circle, a flexible platform of Vienna-based personali-
ties from different fields, is working on developing the cornerstones of a 
new humanism in Digital Modernity, to be presented in the form of an 
exhibition manifesto. The manifesto will contain an update of humanist 
ideals in times of all-encompassing digitalization, especially in the area of 
data security, while at the same time thematizing the boundary between 
human being and digital machine: How much bodily and intellectual en-
hancement can a human being tolerate? 
The exhibition manifesto will also speculate as to how robots outfitted 
with super-intelligence can be induced to behave humanistically towards 
humans, since the relationship between man and digital machine is 
emerging as a key question of Digital Modernity: Robots and their con-
comitant artificial intelligence (AI) systems will soon overtake humans in 
terms of their numbers and the transition from specialized AI to a super-
intelligence surpassing any kind of human intelligence is approaching. 
Thus, the new digital humanism encompasses not only relationships 
between people, but also the constructive coexistence of people and 
digital machines, inclusive of future super-intelligence. This endows the 
quest for a new 21st century humanism with a whole other dimension. 
 
Exhibition and parcourse in the MAK DESIGN LAB 

http://newsletter.wirtschaftsagentur.at/sys/r.aspx?sub=ujc_00000&t=t&link=7hcF
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In cooperation with Biennale curators and the IDRV – Institute of Design 
Research Vienna, the MAK is working on an exhibition about key devel-
opments in the sphere of work: sharing work with digital machines; crea-
tive work and category-spanning co-creativity; prosocial work, including 
working for the commons (“commoning”); sustainable work, particularly 
as regards the battle against climate change and the reduction of our 
ecological footprint. 
Beyond this, the MAK DESIGN LAB, newly opened in 2014 on the occasion 
of the MAK’s 150-year jubilee, will be developed further for the VIENNA 
BIENNALE 2017: An introduction to Digital Modernity will offer an over-
view of the main topics of digitalization and about possible long-term 
solutions. Against a backdrop of the essential activities of daily living, a 
parcourse through the MAK DESIGN LAB will put up for discussion new 
values relevant for the future of work and also consumption, such as 
fairness, sharing, caring and appreciation, repairing, slow consumption, 
and “prosuming.” This is intended to foster not only people’s digital litera-
cy, but expand individuals’ scope of decision-making and agency in Digital 
Modernity. 
The MAK wants these projects to serve as an inspiration for leveraging 
Europe’s diversity with the possibilities offered by digitalization to bring 
about resource-efficient quality growth—the goal being sustainable hu-
man empowerment. 
 
Initial press information on the VIENNA BIENNALE 2017 along with cura-
tors’ biographies are available for download in the press area of the  
VIENNA BIENNALE homepage at www.viennabiennale.org or at 
MAK.at/press. 
 
  

http://www.viennabiennale.org/
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The VIENNA BIENNALE 2017: Robots. Work. Our Future   
is organized by 
 
MAK – Austrian Museum of Applied Arts / Contemporary Art 
  
in partnership with 
  
University of Applied Arts Vienna – Angewandte Innovation Laboratory 
Kunsthalle Wien 
Az W – Architekturzentrum Wien 
Vienna Business Agency with its creative unit departure 
  
Research partner: 
  
AIT Austrian Institute of Technology 
  
  
The sponsors of the VIENNA BIENNALE 2017 will be  
communicated in early 2017. 
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Press contacts VIENNA BIENNALE in general and MAK exhibitions 
MAK Press and PR 
Judith Anna Schwarz-Jungmann (Head) 
Sandra Hell-Ghignone, Veronika Träger, Lara Steinhäußer 
MAK, Stubenring 5, 1010 Vienna 
T +43 1 711 36-233, -229, -212 
presse@MAK.at, www.MAK.at 
press@viennabiennale.org, www.viennabiennale.org  
 
Work it, feel it!  
Press office of the Kunsthalle Wien 
Katharina Murschetz 
Museumsplatz 1, 1070 Vienna 
T +43 1 521 89-1221 
katharina.murschetz@kunsthallewien.at 
 
Care + Repair 
Press office of the Architekturzentrum Wien 
Irene Jäger, Ines Purtauf 
Museumsplatz 1, 1070 Vienna 
T +43 1 522 31 15-23 
presse@azw.at 
 
THE FUTURE OF WORK (working title) 
Press office of the University of Applied Arts Vienna 
Andrea Danmayr 
Oskar-Kokoschka-Platz 2, 1010 Vienna 
T +43 1 711 33-2004 
andrea.danmayr@uni-ak.ac.at 
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