
 

 
 

12 April – 12 May 2017 
Viviane Sassen 
OF MUD AND LOTUS 
 
Stevenson is pleased to present Viviane Sassen’s Of Mud and Lotus, the artist’s first solo 
exhibition in Johannesburg, her fourth with the gallery. 
 
As the title suggests with its reference to mud being fundamental for the growth of the 
lotus, the exhibition engages in a conversation on transformation, procreation and 
fecundity, all elements traditionally ascribed to the idea of the feminine.  
 
Experimenting with collages and unique hand-coloured pieces, Sassen creates images in 
which abstraction and performance intertwine. In this evocative and imaginary realm of 
intense colour and textures, the imagery is rich with associative references that allow for 
layered readings and responses. Very little is what it seems at first sight. 
 
Dense clusters of fungi and spores are reminiscent of the proliferating living cells. Organic 
materials such as eggs, milk, flowers and natural dyes are prominent in the imagery of 
female figures, enhancing a sense of their sinuosity in the natural world. Her new works 
also include seemingly abstract compositions: mundane objects and apparently incidental 
motifs are transformed with collage, filters and streaks of pigment to the point of where 
their original forms lie unrecognisable below Sassen’s interventions.  
 
The exhibition opens on Wednesday 12 April, from 6 to 8pm.  
 
The gallery is open from Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm, and Saturday from 10am to 1pm.  
 
 
Biography  

Sassen was born in 1972 in Amsterdam, and lives there. She studied fashion design, followed 
by photography at the Utrecht School of the Arts (HKU) and Ateliers Arnhem. A 
retrospective of 17 years of her fashion work, In and Out of Fashion, opened at Huis Marseille 
Museum for Photography, Amsterdam, in 2012, and travelled to the Rencontres d'Arles 
festival, the Scottish National Portrait Gallery, Savannah College of Art and Design, 
Fotografie Forum Frankfurt and Fotomuseum Winterthur. 

Recent solo exhibitions have taken place at the Museum of Contemporary Photography, 
Columbia College, Chicago (2017); Encontros da Imagem, Braga, Portugal (2016); Hordaland 
Kunstsenter, Bergen, Norway (2016); Atelier Néerlandais, Paris (2015); The Photographers’ 
Gallery, London (2015); ICA, London (2015); and Nederlands Fotomuseum, Rotterdam (2014). 
Sassen was included on the main exhibition of the 55th Venice Biennale, The Encyclopedic 
Palace, in 2013. Other notable group shows include Modern Times. Photography in the 20th 
Century at the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam (2014); New Photography at the Museum of 



Modern Art, New York (2011); No Fashion, Please! Photography between gender and 
lifestyle at the Vienna Kunsthalle (2011); Figure and Ground: Dynamic Landscape at the 
Museum of Contemporary Canadian Art in Toronto as part of the Contact Photography 
Festival (2011); and Six Yards: Guaranteed Dutch Design at the Museum for Moderne Kunst 
Arnhem (2012). 
 
Sassen was awarded the Dutch art prize, the Prix de Rome, in 2007, and in 2011 won the 
International Center of Photography in New York's Infinity Award for 
Applied/Fashion/Advertising Photography. In 2015 she was awarded the David Octavius Hill 
Medal from the German Photography Academy, and was nominated for the Deutsche Börse 
Photography Prize for her exhibition Umbra. She has also received numerous awards for her 
publications. 
 
 


