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PICASSO-GIACOMETTI EXHIBITION TO GO ON 
SHOW IN QATAR	
	

	
	
Qatar Museums in collaboration with the Musée National Picasso and the Fondation 
Giacometti, will present the first exhibition dedicated to the work of two of the most 
important artists of the twentieth century, Pablo Picasso and Alberto Giacometti, at 
the Fire Station Artist in Residence in Doha, Qatar. The exhibition, which is the first 
to show these artists in the Middle East, will run from 22 February – 21 May 
2017. 
  
This major exhibition, curated by Catherine Grenier, Director of the Fondation 
Giacometti, with Associate Curators, Serena Bucalo-Mussely and Virginie Perdrisot, 
brings together more than 80 works by these two artists drawn from the collections 
of the Musée National Picasso and the Fondation Giacometti in Paris, as well as 
exceptional loans from French and other international collections, covering 
paintings, sculptures and drawings. 
  
The exhibition reflects two years of research undertaken by the Fondation 
Giacometti  and the Musée National Picasso, which reveals for the first time the 
hitherto unknown relationship between these two artists, who, despite an age gap of 
twenty years, shared many moments, both personal and professional. 
  
The exhibition is organised in six sections, evoking different aspects of each artist’s 
production, including the development of their work as young artists through to their 



modernist creations, showing the correspondences between their works, the 
influence of the surrealist movement, and the return to realism during the post-war 
period. 
  
The exhibition includes key works by each artist, such as: Self Portrait (1901), 
Woman Throwing a Stone (1931) and The She Goat (1950) by Picasso and Flower in 
Danger (1932), Tall Woman (1960), and Walking Man (1960) by Giacometti, 
presented alongside rare and fragile casts, newly discovered drawings and 
photographic archives as well as some replicas of Giacometti’s works for visually 
impaired visitors. 
  
The exhibition will be accompanied by a series of lectures and an extensive education 
programme, as well as a self-guided handbook for visitors. 
  
A richly illustrated catalogue, published as a co-edition with Flammarion, will 
accompany the exhibition, featuring new essays by art historians and the curators of 
the exhibition. 
  
High resolution images are available for download:  
http://www.boltonquinn.com/web/press/picasso-giacometti-qm/ 
 
Media Enquiries: 
 
Rania Hussein, Qatar Museums: rhussein@qm.org.qa (+974 4402 8535) 
Federica Zuccarini, Qatar Museums: fzuccarini@qm.org.qa (+974 4402 8510) 
 
Or 
 
Jane Quinn/Dennis Chang, Bolton & Quinn (+44 (0) 20 7221 5000 
jq@boltonquinn.com or dennis@boltonquinn.com 
  
Notes to Editors: 
  
Catherine Grenier, Director & Curator, Fondation Giacometti 
Heritage Curator and art historian, Catherine Grenier has been Director of the 
Fondation Giacometti since 2014. Ex-Deputy Director of the Musée national d'art 
moderne - Centre Pompidou, she has created over thirty exhibitions on modern and 
contemporary artists. Since arriving at the foundation, she has organised unique 
exhibitions dedicated to Alberto Giacometti at the Galleria d'Arte Moderna in Milan, 
the Fundación Canal in Madrid, the Pera Museum in Istanbul, the Fonds Leclerc in 
Landerneau, the Yuz Museumin Shanghai and the Musée Mohammed VI in Rabat. 
  
Associate Curators: 
Serena Bucalo-Mussely, Associate Curator Manager at the Fondation 
Giacometti 
As Manager of the catalogue raisonné of paintings, Serena Bucalo-Mussely has been 
Associate Curator for several exhibitions dedicated to Giacometti, at the Galleria 
d'Arte Moderna in Milan, Italy and the Musée Mohammed VI in Rabat, Morocco.  
  
Virginie Perdrisot, Heritage Curator at the Musée National Picasso-Paris 
Manager of the painting (1922-1937), sculpture and ceramic collections of Pablo 
Picasso's personal collection. Curator of the exhibition "Picasso. Sculptures" at the 
Musée national Picasso-Paris in 2016 and Co-Curator of the exhibition "Picasso. 
Sculptures" at the Palais des Beaux-Arts in Brussels 
  



About the Fire Station - Artist in Residence 
The Fire Station - Artist in Residence sits at the heart of Doha’s flourishing art 
community, housed in a converted former fire station building. The Fire Station 
offers nine-month programmes for artists across all disciplines, who are resident in 
Qatar, including production support, mentorships and curatorial support, enabling 
young artists to develop their talent. 
The original fire station was built in 1982. Following its decommissioning in 2012, it 
was recycled for contemporary use, in a design by the Qatari architect, Ibrahim 
Mohamed Jaidah. It includes extensive studio spaces, alongside a theatre, a cafe and 
gallery spaces, housing local and international exhibitions. 
  
Qatar Museums 
Qatar Museums connects the museums, cultural institutions and heritage sites in 
Qatar and creates the conditions for them to thrive and flourish. It centralises 
resources and provides a comprehensive organisation for the development of 
museums and cultural projects, with a long term ambition of creating a strong and 
sustainable cultural infrastructure for Qatar. Under the patronage of His Highness 
the Emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, and led by its Chairperson, Her 
Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, QM is 
consolidating Qatar’s efforts to become a vibrant centre for the arts, culture and 
education, in the Middle East and beyond. 
  
Since its foundation in 2005, QM has overseen the development of the Museum of 
Islamic Art (MIA), Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art, and the Al Zubarah World 
Heritage Site Visitor Centre. QM also manages the QM Gallery at Katara Cultural 
Village, the ALRIWAQ DOHA Exhibition Space and the Fire Station: Artists in 
Residence. Future projects include the launch of the highly anticipated National 
Museum of Qatar and the 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic and Sports Museum. 
  
QM is committed to instigating Qatar’s future generation of arts, heritage and 
museum professionals. At its core is a commitment to nurturing artistic talent, 
creating opportunities and developing the skills to service Qatar’s emerging art 
economy. By means of a multi-faceted program and public art initiatives, QM seeks 
to push the boundaries of the traditional museum model, and create cultural 
experiences that spill out onto the streets and seek to involve a wide audience. 
Through a strong emphasis on originating art and culture from within and fostering a 
spirit of national participation, QM is helping Qatar find its own distinctive voice in 
today’s global cultural debates.	


