
   

Ding Yi  
China’s pioneer of abstraction presents series of new paintings  

19 May – 24 June 2017, Previews 18th May  
15 Carlos Place, Mayfair, London W1K 2EX, UK 

www.timothytaylor.com  

 

 

Timothy Taylor is honoured to announce Ding Yi’s first solo exhibition in London. Continuing 
his ongoing investigation, Appearance of Crosses, this show will present seven never-before 
seen paintings. As one of today's preeminent Chinese contemporary artists Ding Yi's work 
employs a distinctive language of mark-making to examine the function of abstract painting 
both as a personal form of expression and meditation, as well as a channel through which to 
consider the rapid socio-political developments of 20th century China. 

The seven paintings on show form part of a recently defined new body of work.  The series 
is characterised by an intuitive development in the artist's practice - the creation of a 
sensitive and reactive relationship between woodcut and painting.  Borne out of Ding Yi's 
rigorous investigation of materiality, this distinctive new technique allows the artist to imbue 
his paintings with an even greater sense of space, depth and time, as well as a heightened 
sensuousness and physicality. Ding Yi states that Appearance of Crosses is an “ever 
evolving sequence in which composition changes gradually from geometrical to dispersive”. 

Born, raised and educated in Shanghai, Ding Yi continually draws inspiration from the city’s 
physical and philosophical framework. His works are defined both by a language of ‘x’s and 
‘+’s as well as by their grid structure, initially reflective of the fluid architectural milieu of late 
1980s Shanghai.  Ding Yi's tenacious practice operates within a completely self-contained 
system that avoids social metaphors, while simultaneously observing urbanization and the 
vast and rapid transformations of contemporary Chinese society. 

The first Appearance of Crosses painting was created in 1988 and Ding Yi was considered a 
part of the important nationwide avant-garde movement of the time, 85 New Wave, as 

Ding Yi, Appearance of Crosses 2016-5, 2016, Mixed media on Basswood, 240 x 240 cm, 
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coined by curator and critic Gao Minglu. This was the first contemporary art movement that 
broke away from traditional Chinese aesthetics and represented progressive thought, and 
the historic importance of this specific moment in China would inevitably influence Ding Yi's 
work for decades to come. 

Ding Yi’s international recognition continues to grow with recent solo exhibitions at Galerie 
Urs Meile, Switzerland, Ikon Gallery, United Kingdom, Karsten Greve, France/Switzerland, 
Museo d’Arte Moderna de Bologna, Italy, and most recently, his inclusion in the 2016 edition 
of Art Basel Unlimited. Notable recent solo exhibitions in China have taken place at Hubei 
Museum of Art, Wuhan, Long Museum, Shanghai, Changsha City Museum, Changsha, and 
Minsheng Museum of Art, Shanghai. 

Coinciding with this exhibition, Ding Yi’s work ’70 circles’ will also be exhibited at the 
Ashmolean Museum as part of the current temporary exhibition ‘Beyond the Brush: Abstract 
Ink Painting since 1960’, on view from 16-28 May. As part of it, Prof. Shane McCausland, 
SOAS, University of London, will introduce a talk with the artist about his artistic practice on 
Wednesday 17 May, 12–1.15pm. http://www.ashmolean.org/events/Lectures/  

For more information, please contact: Claire Walsh, 
timothytaylor@brunswickgroup.com | +44 20 7936 1290 

ENDS 
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Ding Yi 
Ding Yi has been making abstract paintings using crosses and grids since the late 1980s. The cross, 
whether a + or an x with thematic variation, is a motif that the artist has declared a formal mark 
without meaning, in order to emphasise his rationalist approach to painting. The context of Ding’s 
work has always been the incredibly fast-paced development of the industrial urban environment in 
post-socialist China, and the work, whether predominantly black, painted on tartan, or elaborated in 
intense fluorescent colours, all bear the title Appearance of Crosses with a date. Ding’s practice 
encompasses painting, sculpture, spatial installation and architecture. 

Timothy Taylor 
Over the past 20 years Timothy Taylor has developed a multi-generational roster of artists, united by a 
lineage that stems from an interest in Post-War Abstraction. Through this programme, Sean Scully, 
Kiki Smith, Josephine Meckseper, Richard Patterson, Alex Katz, Gabriel de la Mora, Eduardo 
Terrazas, Ding Yi, Fiona Rae and Shezad Dawood among others are posited as contemporary peers 
to the estates of Antoni Tàpies, Hans Hartung, Simon Hantaï and Serge Poliakoff. 
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