
 

	
 
Gallery Steinsland Berliner proudly presents: 
 
Oskar Nilsson & Joakim Ojanen 
 
21st April – 20th May  
 
Opening night: Friday 21st April, 5 – 9 pm   
 
In the preparation for this exhibition we did a short interview with the artists as a introduction the 
their show.  
 
Who are Oskar Nilsson and Joakim Ojanen?  
 
Oskar Nilsson born 1976 in Ulricehamn, holds a BFA from Gerrit Rietveld Academie and a MA from 
Sandberg Institute in Amsterdam. He currently living and working in Gothenburg. Joakim Ojanen 
born in 1985 in Västerås he holds a MFA in Storytelling from Konstfack. He lives and works in 
Stockholm.   
 
How and why did you start to work with art? 
 
JO - I study Illustration at Konstfack and during free courses, evenings and weekends I printed and 
published fanzines with drawings I made. I started to make small exhibitions and show the drawings 
in connection with the fanzine releases. I found that this was way more giving than the illustrations I 
did in school and continued from there. 
 
ON - Art was always there, Raymond Pattibons covers for black flag, and all skate decks full of 
different stuff and images, the “do it yourself” attitude of all that. The lyrics of all Dead Kennedys 
songs, and Jello Biafras perfect voice.  
 
Where do you find your inspiration? 
 
ON - Watching kids play, watching grown-ups play. And also staring at nature when its dark, or very 
thick fog, are the things I enjoy. When things are visible and when they disappear.  
 
JO- I look at quite a lot of art but besides that I get a lot of inspiration from trap music. Music is the 
perfect way to express feelings and I try to learn from that and use when I make my sculptures and 
paintings. 
 
Which other artist inspirers you? 
 
JO - Some key artists that I’ve been looking at and made me think art was something for me is Tal R, 
Dana Schutz and Philip Guston. 
 
ON- In a few (teenage) years I went from looking at van Gogh to Kiefer, and then ended up with a 
strong addiction to Kippenberger.  



Could you tell us about the works you are showing at GSB? 
 
ON – The works for the show are on the theme Light & Darkness, Psychosis & Syphilis, how funny is a 
comedy, and how sad is a tragedy. 
 
JO - I will show a few portraits of solitary characters in oil and ceramics. They are part of my work I’ve 
been doing since I graduated Konstfack. I see them as self-portraits where every work is like a page in 
my diary. 
 
What is coming up for you after this show? 
 
ON- I have ongoing show at Bomuldsfabriken Konsthall, it runs to 30 April, with works that I made 
during a stay at Nordisk Kunstnersenter i Dale, Norway, it’s a great place.  
Later this summer I have a show at Tjörnedala konsthall. I am also working on putting together a 
group show on the theme of Creedence Clearwater Revival; it’s a show with about ten artists, its called 
En dålig mane reser sig. It revolves around swamps and what the moon is.  
 
JO - 2017 is a busy year for me, in may I will show some new work at The Hole Gallery in NYC, at the 
same time I will participate with a few sculptures at Gyeonggi International Ceramic Biennale 2017 in 
South Korea. In June I will show a few new pieces at Dio Horia Gallery in Mykonos, Greece. In 
December I will do my biggest solo show so far at Ruttkowski; 68 Gallery in Cologne, Germany. 
 
Oskar Nilsson & Joakim Ojanen is ongoing until 20th May.  
 
 
 
 
 
GSB/Gallery Steinsland Berliner was conceived in 2008 by Jeanette Steinsland and Jacob 
Kampp Berliner in Stockholm, Sweden. Its prior intent was to showcase and present emerging as well 
as established artists. We constantly strive to promote our artists internationally, while taking a high 
level of pride in incorporating all aspects within the art world from performance to paintings.  
 
Additionally, GSB takes part in the on-going socio-political discussions appearing on the art scene. 
 
For further questions please e-mail the gallery at: info@steinslandberliner.com  
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