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In each one of us there is an appeal for everything that exists beyond our 
own existence which is 
nothing more than the result of “a process of selecting spaces to destroy 
or to keep in each period of time” . The contemporary landscape, almost 1

inclusively, is the result of alterations that comes with the human occupati-
on and that, for different reasons, results from adapting the environment to 
its own establishment and development needs. In this way, landscape can 
be understood, rather than anything else, as a cultural construction. Its na-
tural condition is directly related to the concept of nature created in diffe-
rent historical and social contexts. The idea of landscape is something that 
is constructed and rebuilt, i.e., it is as a mental elaboration that begins with 
the moment when we look at the territory. We can only think about the 
idea of landscape as a response to our beliefs, knowledge and desires and 
that define the world in every moment. In doing so, we follow the Kessleri-
an idea that "landscape is not a reality in itself because it cannot be sepa-
rated from the gaze of the beholder" . 2

The concept of landscape from these believes transforms itself into a form 
of knowledge, a means to understand the environment in which we move, 
because "not only shows us how the world is, but is also a construction, a 
composition, a way of seeing it” . 3

Through this exhibition proposal, entitled “Prelude to a Landscape”,  it is 
intended to reflect on the landscape and the territory, how it is interpreted, 
constructed and reconstructed from an artistic view. From the works of this 
group of artists, with different approaches to the concept of landscape and 
the construction of imaginary spaces, we try to clarify which are the main 
paths that disturb the artists and which are the working research lines close 
to architecture, geography, anthropology, sociology, among others.    
Press inquiries: Patrícia Barreira patriciabarreira@carloscarvalho-ac.com    
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Yto Barrada 
Montagnes en constructions, parc zoologique, 
2011 
c-print 
125 x 125 cm



Anthony Goicolea 
Ocean, 2011 
C-Print 
127 x 177,8 cm


