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We are pleased to announce the ninth solo exhibition of work by Michel Majerus (1967-2002) at the gallery, 
on view from April 29 to August 26. 
 
The eight large-format works on aluminium featured in the exhibition, created between 1997 and 2002, are 
exemplary of Majerus’s exploration of the formal and aesthetic possibilities offered by aluminium as well as  
his continuous investigation of painting and space. For the first time, Matthew Marks Gallery in New York and 
neugerriemschneider are both presenting exhibitions dedicated entirely to this group of works by Majerus. 
 
In 1996 Michel Majerus began to use off-the-shelf aluminium panels in his work, manually applying a painterly 
ground of lacquer to these industrially produced metal sheets, which were then supplemented by digital and 
silkscreen prints of abstract forms, pictorial ciphers, typography, and pop culture. The multifaceted nature and 
materiality of Majerus’s works proved to be the forerunner of a now well-established artistic vocabulary, acting 
as a manifestation of the then-nascent digital age and its aesthetic. 
 
Majerus employed the material characteristics of aluminium in his works liebt euch 2 (1999), yet sometimes what 
is read successfully, stops us with its meaning, no. II (1998), and generelle faszination (1999) by combining mul-
tiple layers of material. Using this method, an oversized image of a sneaker emerges from the aluminium plates, 
referencing the concept of a shaped canvas. These panels form surfaces for a colour study and a white mono-
chromatic field, lending the foreground a captivating presence that gives the impression of integrating the viewer 
into its pictorial space.  
 
The artist then furthered his engagement with aluminium and its properties in his 1997 work dieser einzelfall an 
konstruktion ist insofern ein schlüsselbild, als er das irrationale, nämlich der gewohnten räumlichen rationalität 
widersprechende raumgefüge der nachfolgenden abstrakten bilder fast didaktisch ankündigt. In this work, a 
floor-mounted curved element bridges an abstract and a figurative large-scale work, each installed on adjacent 
walls to create a spatial installation, questioning the definition, significance, and reception of image and sculpt-
ure while rethinking exhibition space in relation to the digital world. 
 
Michel Majerus’s exhibition Aluminum Paintings at Matthew Marks Gallery, New York is on view until April 15 
and highlights a selection of other works on aluminium by the artist. A comprehensive catalogue of Majerus’s 
works on aluminium will be published in mid-May by neugerriemschneider and the Matthew Marks Gallery, in 
collaboration with Distanz Verlag, to accompany the Berlin and New York presentations and will be available in 
the galleries as well as at the Michel Majerus Estate. Coinciding with Gallery Weekend Berlin and the exhibition 
at neugerriemschneider, the Michel Majerus Estate will open Michel Majerus. Laboratorium für die Feststellung 
des Offensichtlichen (Laboratory for Appraising the Apparent) on April 27. Curated by Brigitte Franzen, this ten-
month-long show will showcase extensive material from the artist’s archive – particularly that reflecting on his 
own position within the art world at the beginning of his career – featuring never before seen works, sketches, 
notebooks, and photographic documentation by the artist.  
 
For further information as well as visual material, please contact Jan Salewski:  
Tel. +49 30 288 772 77, mail@neugerriemschneider.com.	


