
 

GARAGE MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART PRESENTS: 
UGO RONDINONE YOUR AGE AND MY AGE AND THE AGE OF THE RAINBOW 
GARAGE SQUARE COMMISSIONS 
 
March 10–May 21, 2017 
 
Garage Museum of Contemporary Art presents a new work by Ugo Rondinone (b. 1964 in 
Brunnen, Switzerland, lives in New York), specifically created for Garage Square 
Commissions.  
 
The artist’s first project in Russia will consist of two interconnected pieces: an installation in 
front of the Museum, and an object on its rooftop. In Garage Square, visitors will find a one-
hundred-meter-long fence supporting thousands of images of rainbows painted on wood panels by 
kids with various disabilities from all over the country. Garage Rooftop will also be host to a ten-
meter long rainbow that spells out OUR MAGIC HOUR. This message celebrates the inauguration 
of the first Triennial of Russian Contemporary Art, which is taking place simultaneously inside the 
Museum. Having emerged in Rondinone's work in 1997, first as a sculpture for a public space, the 
rainbow has since become one of his most recognizable images, a convergence of visual and 
poetic energies—according to the artist, each rainbow represents a complete work of poetry. 
 
When Rondinone made site visits to Moscow, he determined that public engagement would be one 
of the key aspects of the new work, as well as wanting to produce something that was responsive 
to the context of Garage. Acknowledging the Museum’s interest in developing country wide 
networks, he asked that his project should be far-reaching.  Assisted by Garage’s Inclusive 
Program department, the artist engaged 1,500 children, including deaf and hard of hearing 
kids, as well as children in wheelchairs and with developmental disabilities, in nine cities 
across Russia: Moscow, St. Petersburg, Ivanovo, Nizhny Novgorod, Kazan, Perm, Yekaterinburg, 
Krasnoyarsk, and Novosibirsk. Fifteen hundred panels of different sizes, from 40 x 30 cm to 125 x 
80 cm, will be displayed on the front and back of the fence. Rondinone has realized a number of 
communal works, but this is his largest and longest rainbow fence to date. Unlike the previous 
ones, it is the first to be exhibited outside a museum, accessible to park visitors. 
 
Each participant was invited to create a drawing for the installation on the Square with the promise 
that there would be no curatorial intervention and every rainbow produced would be presented. In a 
time of divisions and restrictions all over the world, Rondinone’s ethical standpoint, and his 
openness and generosity, restores a belief in the magic of the moment and the human essence of 
contemporary art.   
 
Ugo Rondinone has produced a number of public commissions including every time the sun 
comes up (FIAC, Place Vendome, Paris, 2016), seven magic mountains (Art Production 
Fund and Nevada Museum of Art, Reno, 2016). Recent exhibitions have taken place at M-Museum 
(Leuven, Belgium, 2013), The Art Institute of Chicago (2013), Museo Anahuacalli (Mexico, 2014), 
Rockbund Art Museum (Shanghai, China, 2014), The Vienna Secession (2014), Palais de Tokyo 
(Paris, 2015), Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen (Rotterdam, 2016) and MACRO (Museum of 
Contemporary Art of Rome, 2016) among other spaces. He represented Switzerland at the 52nd 
Venice Biennale in 2007.  
 
Garage would like to thank Sadie Coles HQ, London and Galerie Eva Presenhuber, Zurich for their 
assistance and support of the project.  



 

GARAGE MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART 
 
Garage Museum of Contemporary Art is a place for people, art, and ideas to create history. 
Through an extensive program of exhibitions, events, education, research, and publishing, the 
institution reflects on current developments in Russian and international culture, creating 
opportunities for public dialogue, as well as the production of new work and ideas in Moscow. At 
the center of all these activities is the Museum’s collection, which is the first archive in the country 
related to the development of Russian contemporary art from the 1950s through the present. 
Founded in 2008 by Dasha Zhukova and Roman Abramovich, Garage is the first philanthropic 
organization in Russia to create a comprehensive public mandate for contemporary art and culture. 
Open seven days a week, it was initially housed in the renowned Bakhmetevsky Bus Garage in 
Moscow, designed by the Constructivist architect Konstantin Melnikov. In 2012 Garage relocated to 
a temporary pavilion in Gorky Park, specifically commissioned from award-winning architect 
Shigeru Ban. A year later, a purpose-built Education Center was opened next to the Pavilion. On 
June 12, 2015, Garage welcomed visitors to its first permanent home. Designed by Rem Koolhaas 
and his OMA studio, this groundbreaking preservation project transformed the famous Vremena 
Goda (Seasons of the Year) Soviet Modernist restaurant, built in 1968 in Gorky Park, into a 
contemporary museum. 
 
Garage is a non-profit project of The IRIS Foundation. 
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INGOSSTRAKH 
 
Ingosstrakh has been a major player in both the Russian and international markets since 1947. The 
company is a national leader in Russia for the total amount of insurance premiums in the voluntary 
insurance sector (not including life insurance). Ingosstrakh is authorized to handle all types of 
insurance services (in accordance with the insurance company’s specialization) specified in Art. 
32.9 of the Insurance Law of the Russian Federation, as well as reinsurance services.The 
company has 149 locations throughout the Russian Federation, in addition to other branches and 
subsidiaries worldwide. For many years, Ingosstrakh has provided insurance services for important 
works of art and other valuable historical objects to some of the world's top museums and galleries, 
including the Musée d'Orsay, Paris, France; The State Hermitage Museum, St. Petersburg, Russia; 
the Tretyakov State Gallery, Moscow, Russia; and the Russian Museum, St. Petersburg, Russia; 
along with a number of important private collections. 
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