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Irina Korina will produce a three-story architectural intervention for Garage Atrium space that will 
physically and ideologically transport audiences into new surrounds. 
 
Referencing the distinctively eclectic urban landscape of Moscow that is populated with temporary 
structures, fake edifices, and buildings undergoing reinvention, Korina—who trained as a set 
designer before studying art—will create an immersive environment that invites visitors to discover 
the “secrets” of what lies behind a sequence of incongruous, yet familiar facades. Using quotidian 
construction materials such as brightly-colored tent cloth, roofing tiles, galvanized metal, wood, and 
faux marble, as well as paper and various scents, The Tail Wags the Comet, will live up to the 
absurdity inherent in its name through witty navigation tactics and intricate detail that at once 
disorients and entices the viewer as they embark on an alternative route from the entrance of the 
museum to the exhibition spaces on the first floor, or vice versa. 
 
Opening in conjunction with the first Garage Triennial of Russian Contemporary Art, the Atrium 
Commissions explores the contradictions, humor, and pathos of national and cultural identity. In 
describing the concept of The Tail Wags the Comet—the largest work the artist has made to date—
Korina says: “It is about the frustration of longing for something you will never see or achieve and 
the notion of a desired future that is met with nothing but mundane reality.”  
 
Irina Korina (b. 1977, Moscow) graduated in stage design from the Russian Academy of Theater 
Arts (GITIS) in 2000. She also attended a course in New Artistic Strategies at the Institute of 
Contemporary Art in Moscow (2000), as well as at the Valand Academy of Fine Arts in Gothenburg 
(2000) and the Academy of Arts in Vienna (2005).  
 
Korina regularly exhibits in Russia and abroad, while also working as a stage designer at a number 
of theaters across the country, and as a film designer in the early 2000s. She was among a group 
of artists who represented Russia at the Venice Biennale in 2009 and 2013. Recent exhibitions 
include solo shows at GRAD in London; BAM in New York; Moscow Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Stella Art Foundation, and XL Gallery (all in Moscow); as well as group shows at MuHKA, Antwerp; 
Saatchi Gallery, London; and Kuehlhaus, Berlin. She was awarded the Soratnik Prize in 2006, 
2009, and 2012, and the Innovation Contemporary Art Award in 2008 and 2014.   
 
Garage Atrium Commissions program provides opportunities for artists to develop site-specific 
artworks for the Entrance Hall of the Museum. The first series of its kind in Russia, the 
commissions respond to the scale of the 9.5-meter (31ft) high, 10-meter (33ft) wide space, which 
can be viewed from all floors of the building. The series has included new works by Erik Bulatov 
(summer 2015), Rashid Johnson (spring 2016) and Yin Xiuzhen (fall 2016). 
 
GARAGE MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART 
 
Garage Museum of Contemporary Art is a place for people, art, and ideas to create history. 
Through an extensive program of exhibitions, events, education, research, and publishing, the 
institution reflects on current developments in Russian and international culture, creating 



 

opportunities for public dialogue, as well as the production of new work and ideas in Moscow. At 
the center of all these activities is the Museum’s collection, which is the first archive in the country 
related to the development of Russian contemporary art from the 1950s through the present. 
Founded in 2008 by Dasha Zhukova and Roman Abramovich, Garage is the first philanthropic 
organization in Russia to create a comprehensive public mandate for contemporary art and culture. 
Open seven days a week, it was initially housed in the renowned Bakhmetevsky Bus Garage in 
Moscow, designed by the Constructivist architect Konstantin Melnikov. In 2012 Garage relocated to 
a temporary pavilion in Gorky Park, specifically commissioned from award-winning architect 
Shigeru Ban. A year later, a purpose-built Education Center was opened next to the Pavilion. On 
June 12, 2015, Garage welcomed visitors to its first permanent home. Designed by Rem Koolhaas 
and his OMA studio, this groundbreaking preservation project transformed the famous Vremena 
Goda (Seasons of the Year) Soviet Modernist restaurant, built in 1968 in Gorky Park, into a 
contemporary museum. 
 
Garage is a non-profit project of The IRIS Foundation. 
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INGOSSTRAKH 
 
Ingosstrakh has been a major player in both the Russian and international markets since 1947. The 
company is a national leader in Russia for the total amount of insurance premiums in the voluntary 
insurance sector (not including life insurance). Ingosstrakh is authorized to handle all types of 
insurance services (in accordance with the insurance company’s specialization) specified in Art. 
32.9 of the Insurance Law of the Russian Federation, as well as reinsurance services.The 
company has 149 locations throughout the Russian Federation, in addition to other branches and 
subsidiaries worldwide. For many years, Ingosstrakh has provided insurance services for important 
works of art and other valuable historical objects to some of the world's top museums and galleries, 
including the Musée d'Orsay, Paris, France; The State Hermitage Museum, St. Petersburg, Russia; 
the Tretyakov State Gallery, Moscow, Russia; and the Russian Museum, St. Petersburg, Russia; 
along with a number of important private collections. 
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