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IN BRIEF: Bau-Xi Photo is pleased to present Oceans, the latest series by David Burdeny. Oceans 
explores the geological formations of water bodies in the Bahamas, Australia, and Europe, 
capturing the complex, abstract qualities of the deep sea by experimenting with exposure 
techniques. Influenced by his earlier career in architecture, Burdeny sources the aesthetic value 
in instances of pure space. With luminous, large format photographs, he demonstrates how a 
moment captured can be made in service of both a sublime sensibility, and an environmental 
ethic.  
  
IN FULL: David Burdeny’s scenes are celebrations of the natural world, but, below the surface, 
they map a precious and precarious resource. Serpentine sandbars stretch into a Bahamian 
horizon; Australian bays are clear and sharply rendered fields of impossible blue. The artist’s 
long exposure technique—evident in his views of Sicily—softens waves and reflections on the 
water’s surface, revealing formations beneath. Bodies that dot the cliff sides cast long shadows, 
indelible marks on an expanse otherwise untouched. Indeed, the contemporary sublime is for 
Burdeny a twofold invocation: a call to action that compels one to protect her world, and a 
message about culpability. Receding vistas are the dreamy escape; human presence is the 
sobering reminder. “These images are not a collection of loss,” the artist says, “but point to 
what we should collectively attempt to keep.” Like the depths his long exposures reveal, 
Burdeny unearths layers—of not just the landscape subject he photographs—but the fraught 
relationship between the earth we inhabit and the environmental future we inherit.  
 
David Burdeny (b. 1968. Winnipeg, Canada) holds Masters degrees in both Architecture and 
Interior Design; he spent the early part of his career practicing in his field before establishing 
himself as a photographer. Burdeny’s early work—square-format, black and white images— 
rendered space in stark, elemental terms. Whether focused on ordinary spaces or iconic 
settings, Burdeny's photographs occupy an artistic middle ground between the physical and the 
atmospheric, the concrete and the spiritual, the actual and the idealized. Burdeny’s work has 
been exhibited widely and internationally in solo and group exhibitions. He is the recipient of 
notable photography awards including Photographer of the Year in the Nature category in the 
International Photography awards. Burdeny’s work is extensively collected, and is included in 
both private and corporate collections. 
 


