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2 years ago, I moved from New York’s Lower East 
Side to Jackson’s Heights in Queens. Jackson 
Heights is missing Manhattan’s $ 12 cocktails or 
Thursay night gallery openings, but it is the real 
secne, with music on the street, children dancing 
to Ranchera at midnight, the exchange of ideas 
and life that arises organically from the inter-
mixing of people and cultures. One of its 146 lan-
guages floats by you as you walk down the street. 
Asha Bosle mixes with Alejo Duran and then Gloria 
Gainer. Transgendered Columbians passing out 
free condoms alongside gay Muslims, their base a 
Jewish Community Center. 

It is not precisely the New York City that has dissi-
pated with time. But that New York City was never 
precise. And that was the whole point of New York 
City. It was a feeling, a feeling of life and possibil-
ity. That feeling that once permeated the city has 
now been castaway to a few small islands, islands 
of people exiled by their homeland into a dirty, 
loud, free, and uninhibited simulacrum of their 
homeland.

Why do you leave home to go home? What is the 
search for? Why here? Who is American, who is the 
alien? Can we really love each other?

Entering the exhibition, the 
viewer encounters an entrance 
into a second-floor video store 
on Roosevelt avenue. This is
 followed by images of 
multicultural storefronts. The 
main exhibition includes 5 large 
paintings in different media–
canvas, wood board, fabric–
showing the faces of 5 foreign 
born American subjects facing 
forward, with video of their back 
and audio of them speaking 
encountered at the rear of the 
paintings.  

Gezi Cao is a writer and artist 
based in NYC. Her work spans 
a broad array of media—text, 
animation, water color, oil paint-
ing, and ceramic—that focuses 
on one central theme: the differ-
ent ways that people experience 
loneliness. Her work for the 
coming show “American Experi-
ments” at Smithsonian National 
History Museum opens in Sep-
tember, 2017. 
www.gezicao.com


