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As part of the 2017–2018 Korea/UK season, the Korean 
Cultural Centre UK (KCCUK) presents Rehearsals from  
the Korean Avant-Garde Performance Archive, running 
from 27 June–19 August 2017. The exhibition explores  
the development of South Korea’s performance art scene 
during the late 60s and 70s. Fostered in an atmosphere  
of rebellion against Park Chung-Hee’s political regime,  
and a social order which sought to restrict and control 
the body and conscience of its citizens living under 
authoritarian rule, artists turned to performance as a 
medium for creative expression. Often carried out in  
the public sphere, these works broke with what was 
conventionally regarded as art by their peers, art  
educational institutions and the media.

Rehearsals from the Korean Avant-Garde Performance 
Archive explores how to engage with a non-Western 
history of performance art through live events, contem-
porary artistic practices and archival material – much of 
which has never been presented in the United Kingdom 
before. Sourced from the Asia Culture Center (ACC), 
Gwangju, the project incorporates interviews with artists 
active during the 60s and 70s, primary source material 
and documents donated from the personal archives of 
pioneering artists such as Kang-Ja Jung, Ku-Lim Kim, 
Kang-So Lee, Kun-Yong Lee, Seung-Taek Lee, Neung-
Kyung Sung. 

Documenting a time when the term ‘performance art’  
did not exist in Korea, the exhibition takes a non-linear 
approach to chronicling this period of artistic experimen-
tation. Drawing on influential moments in Korea’s avant-
garde, the works explore the development of a specifically 
Korean performance art history, rather than looking towards 
European or American art-historical equivalents or 
simultaneities. Such moments represented in the exhibition 
include the first experimental film from Korea, Kim Ku-Lim’s 
The Meaning of 1/24 Second, 1969, and archival material 
around pivotal events such as the first nude performance 
in Korea, Transparent Balloons and Nude Happening,  
May 30, 1968. 

Alongside this source material, the exhibition sees new 
commissions as well as existing works from contempo-
rary artists Kyung Roh Bannwart, Zadie Xa, Christine 
Sun Kim, Hyun Joon Chang and Lee Bul – who present  
a “historical rehearsal” of these events; a term coined by 
the curators to emphasise the re-staging, re-framing and 
reinterpreting of the archive, and to reconsider how 
performance may provide a space for historical mediation. 
In addition, the exhibition also invites artists Kun-Yong 
Lee (b. 1942), Seung-Taek Lee (b. 1932) and Neung-Kyung 
Sung (b. 1944), instrumental forces in the Korean art 
scene, to re-present key performances and sculptural 
works within this context. The archival performances 
provide a backdrop for the contemporary roster to assess 
the possibility and importance for artistic action during 
periods of suppression and political turmoil. For example, 
Transparent Balloons and Nude Happening, May 30, 1968 
is presented in relation to Lee Bul’s endurance piece 
Abortion (1989). Both works challenge the subjugation  
of women in society, and use the naked body as an 
expressive and visceral means to undermine conventional 
notions of female nudity – simultaneously pushing the 
boundaries of what constituted an artwork in their  
respective periods. 

Mirroring the anatomy of an archive, Rehearsals from the 
Korean Avant-Garde Performance Archive will unfold and 
develop over time with a number of live events. A significant 
point during the course of the exhibition is Kun-yong 
Lee’s re-enactment of his 1979 Snail’s Gallop performance 
at the opening. The event sees the artist repeat simple 
lines of 1 and 0 – to a seemingly unending point – inter-
rogating the process of mark making and gesture, and 
evaluating the use of the body for communicating and 
manifesting artistic, political and social thinking. In addition, 
Lee will perform The Method of Drawing 76–2, for which 
he tried to re-establish the interface between the painter 
and canvas in order to subvert the conventional relation-
ship between the two.

The exhibition is curated by KCCUK’s in-house curator  
Je Yun Moon, independent curator Victor Wang and  
ACC curator Ah-Young Lee, and is co-produced by  
ACC Archive and Research.
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Notes to Editors

About Korea/UK Season 2017–2018

The Korea/UK season is a programme of extensive cultural activities taking place across the UK. The season will see 
multiple institutions present exhibitions, performances, residencies, workshops and public art installations of Korean 
artists, from 2017–2018. KCCUK is lead partner of the season, supporting external projects as well as hosting exhibitions. 
Collaborating institutions include Art Night, BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art, Delfina Foundation, Eastside Projects, 
Fact, Gasworks, Hayward Gallery, Liverpool Biennial, Locus +, The New Art Exchange, Site Gallery, Spacex, Spike Island, 
The Showroom and Wysing Arts Centre. The Korea/UK season runs parallel to the UK/Korea season which takes place in 
Korea, and is supported by the British Council. Both seasons endeavour to strengthen the relationship between the two 
countries and form new cultural and creative partnerships.
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Rehearsals from the Korean Avant-Garde Performance Archive

27 June–19 August 2017

Korean Cultural Centre UK
Grand Buildings, 1–3 Strand
London WC2N 5BW 
(Entrance on Northumberland Ave)

+44(0)20 7004 2600
www.kccuk.org.uk

Monday–Friday: 10am–6pm
Saturday: 11am–5pm

26 June, 6–9pm (Kun-Yong Lee’s Performance: 7pm)

@KCCUK
@KCCUKexhibition
@kccuk_exhibition
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