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Preview on the occasion of Art Cologne: 26 April 11am-6pm, 27 April 11am-8pm, 28 April 11am-6pm 
Opening reception: Saturday, 29 April, 4pm. The artists will be present. 
Introduction: Georg Imdahl (Academy of Fine Arts Muenster), Thomas Zander 
Opening hours: Tue-Fri 11-6, Sat 12-6 and by appointment 
 
Galerie Thomas Zander is delighted to present new large-scale black and white photographs from Mitch 
Epstein’s most recent project Rocks and Clouds, a thematic continuation of his previous series New York 
Arbor. Images of vanishing clouds and ancient rocks in New York City as well as a portrait of a tree in the city 
investigate how nature exists in an urban environment and reflect on the significance of time. With impressive 
formal coherence Epstein captures the sculptural quality of the sky and the city’s bedrock within New York’s 
architecture: Giant cloud formations engulf a cargo ship, a massive erratic sits obstinately by the sidewalk. 
Rocks and clouds often mirror each other and this synthesis of what is above and below the horizon has 
reverberated in ancient Chinese painting as well as modern Land Art, both of which were inspirations for the 
series. The trees, as diverse and enduring as the city’s populace, have adapted to their urban surroundings. 
These two series invoke the human aspiration and inability to tame time and nature. 
Mitch Epstein (born 1952 in Holyoke, Massachusetts) has gained renown over the last forty years for 
photographing the relations of society and landscape in the United States. A pioneer of colour photography in 
the contemporary art of the 1970s, Epstein first turned to black and white photographs in his series New York 
Arbor in 2012. Epstein’s photographs are collected by major international institutions, including the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Museum of Modern Art in New York, the J. Paul Getty Museum in Los 
Angeles and Tate Modern in London. The artist was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship for his multimedia 
project Family Business, and he received the Prix Pictet for his seminal series American Power. Epstein has 
published ten books,	 Rocks and Clouds is forthcoming with Steidl. During Gallery Weekend Berlin Andreas 
Murkudis presents the exhibition Free of Charge featuring a selection of Epstein’s colour photographs from the 
1970s to the 2000s. 
 
On the Second Floor, Anthony McCall’s sound installation, created in 1972, is on view. Since the 1970s, 
McCall’s installations have combined an unbroken conceptual rigour and an unforgettable viewing experience. 
The works of the New York based artist (born 1946 in St. Paul's Cray, England) inhabit a space between 
graphic art, film, performance, and mobile sculpture, while exploring and continually redefining the relation 
between viewer and work. In Traveling Wave a dense cloud of white noise is repeatedly launched down an 
empty gallery space and becomes a rolling, invisible sculpture. The noise quite literally travels through the 
space in five hemispherical speakers sitting on the floor, which are equally spaced and arranged in a single line 
longitudinally down the room. Wherever the observer stands, the movement of the wave can be clearly 
described in relation to the body and the wave hits with a powerful, minimalist simplicity. Initially developed at 
the time of the Expanded Cinema movement, McCall’s installations focus on the constitutive elements of 
cinema: light and time. The first and prototypical work of his own genre of solid light films, is the work Line 
Describing a Cone (1973), in which a white line on a black ground gradually completes a full circle. Projected 
into a room filled with thin haze, this line describes the volumetric form of a cone and thus a spatial installation 
is created by light. The viewers enter the room looking straight into the projector and hearing the mechanical 
noise of the apparatus while moving freely through the sculpture. In an exceptionally consistent way, McCall’s 
work reflects the parameters of space, time, and movement through different media. After his rediscovery of 
sound for his work, the artist created a digital installation of Traveling Wave in 2013, which he first exhibited at 
Eye Filmmuseum Amsterdam the following year. Like McCall’s light works, this solid sound installation elicits 
both a physical and a metaphysical experience in the viewer. The viewer can enter the installation as an 
immersive experience outside their everyday life. On the other hand, the work reflects the human condition in 
the information age: immersed in a stream of white noise. 
Anthony McCall’s film- and light installations have become a pillar of the international art scene and were 
exhibited at the Museum of Modern Art New York, Centre Pompidou in Paris, Tate Britain in London and 
Nationalgalerie at Hamburger Bahnhof Berlin, among other renowned institutions. From 27 to 30 April, KW 
Institute for Contemporary Art Berlin shows Line Describing a Cone. The artist’s oeuvre is accompanied by 
numerous publications. 
 
Please contact the gallery for further information. 


