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"In this city is a strange remarkable man; people say he follows all manner of secret sciences." 

But as there are no such sciences, I take him rather for an antiquary, and along with this for an experimental 
chemist. I mean no other than our Privy Archivarius Lindhorst. He lives, as you know, by himself, in his old 
isolated house; and when he is away from his study, he is to be found in his library or in his chemical laboratory, 
to which, however, he admits no stranger. 

Besides many curious books, he possesses a number of manuscripts, partly Arabic, Coptic, and some of them in 
strange characters, which do not belong to any known tongue. These he wishes to have copied properly, and 
for this purpose he requires a man who can draw with the pen, and so transfer these marks to parchment, in 
Indian ink, with the highest exactness and fidelity. 
 
[excerpt from E.T.A. Hoffmann, The Golden Flower Pot (first published 1841). Full text on The Commercial website and available in 
hardcopy upon request] 
 

*  

 
It is with great pleasure that The Commercial presents Eccentric Melancholy, the third solo exhibition at the 
gallery of paintings by Tim Schultz. The two previous exhibitions were Ornamental Perversion (2014) and 
Blood Red Make-up Under the Armpits (2012). In late 2014, a two-person exhibition at The Commercial (with 
Stephen Ralph) presented a series of paintings on paper, The fantastic woman dancing before Böcklin, painted 
by Schultz in Cadaqués and Paris in 2014. 
 
A major body of Schultz's work was included in the 2015/2016 exhibition, Lurid Beauty: Australian Surrealism 
and its Echoes, curated by Max Delany, Simon Maidment and Elena Taylor at the National Gallery of Victoria, 
Melbourne. Lurid Beauty unfolded the rich legacy of Surrealism in Australia bringing together canonical works 
by major figures and tracing a lineage evident in the practice of some of Australia’s most prominent 
contemporary artists. The exhibition included works by Leigh Bowery, Pat Brassington, Max Dupain, Dale Frank, 
James Gleeson, Louise Hearman, Sidney Nolan, David Noonan, Stuart Ringholt, Eric Thake and Albert Tucker. 
 
Schultz's 2015 essay, 'Historicism & Manic Revolt' was reproduced in full in the Lurid Beauty exhibition 
catalogue. It begins: 
 
"The history of art may have ended in 1989. This was the year that Salvador Dalí died, the last undisputed giant 
of modern art, a hero of postmodernism, a friend of Picasso, Warhol and Duchamp, and the apostle of André 
Breton's Surrealism, itself the subject of innumerable histories."  

Schultz has a Doctor of Philosophy from Sydney College of the Arts, The University of Sydney. 

In 2014, Artbank acquired Schultz's Guimard-Schlupfyr. 

 


