
Open Studios 2017 

 

 

It's back! After last year's extravaganza of demonstrations, and our festive Winter Show, 

Kingsgate is opening our doors again for the Open Studios 2017! 

The eclectic makers, designers, artists and more at Kingsgate open their studios to show you 

how they create their work, offer you beautiful arts and crafts for sale direct from the maker, 

and share their skills with you in our fantastic activities programme.  

 

Inside our charming Victorian factory turned labyrinthine artists' studios, over 75 artists, makers and 

designers will welcome visitors.  

 

Opening Party - Friday 23rd June 7pm-9pm 

Come along on the Friday night to nose around the studios, pick up a goody bag, and celebrate with a 

glass of champagne. 

 



VIP Curator's Tour - Friday 23rd June 6.30pm - £15 per person 

For an extra special experience, book a place on the VIP Curators Tour here for £15 per person. You'll 

get to see the highlights of our contemporary artists and hear about their work from acclaimed 

curator Dan Howard Birt, who also happens to be our Director. 

 

Creative Workshops - Times TBC 

We're putting together a packed programme of taster workshops for you to try your hand at, from 

printmaking to textiles: 

 Ink Painting with Joy Gerrard  

 Textiles Printing with Victoria Umansky  

 Printmaking with Theresa Pateman  

 Musical Instrument Making for Families with Alan Johnson 

 Arm Knitting with Rose Sharp Jones  

 Create a Cup and Ceep it for a Cuppa with Josie Warshaw  

 Throwing Ceramics with Chris Bramble & Freya Bramble Carter 

 Stitching with Richard McVetis 

 Pom Poms with Rose Sharp Jones  

Stay tuned here to find out when booking opens and secure yourself a place! 

 

Letters & Markers Drop In Textiles Workshop with Neringa Dastoor & The London Festival of 

Architecture 

 
 

Letters & Markers is a drop-in drawing-on-textiles workshop which will travel through multiple locations 

in June 2017 and result in a collaboratively created wall-hanging. Led by artist Neringa Dastoor, it 

includes visiting guest talks at each location. Kingsgate Workshops is pleased to host it during the 

Open Studios weekend, and we invite everyone to come and add to the piece. It’s free, suitable for 

all ages, and all materials will be provided.  

 

Letters & Markers is part of the London Festival of Architecture 2017, with this year’s theme ‘memory’.  

 

Bespoke Artist - Led Tours 

Got a special interest in ceramics? Looking to buy a special piece of jewellery made personally for 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kingsgate-workshops-open-studios-weekend-2017-tickets-33991179533?aff=affiliate1
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/kingsgate-workshops-open-studios-weekend-2017-tickets-33991179533
http://www.londonfestivalofarchitecture.org/


you? Join one of our free Bespoke Artist-Led Tours and we'll show you around, helping you find 

exactly what you're looking for. Booking opens soon here. 

 

Demonstrations 

We'll be showing you the secrets behind the pieces of art with demonstrations throughout the 

weekend. Stay tuned for the final programme! 

 

Shop 

You'll be able to buy direct from the makers in the studios, use our card payment facility for larger 

purchases, and get a free Kingsgate tote bag with every purchase over £20. 

 

Refreshments 

Kingsgate Community Centre Lounge Café will be providing delicious refreshments in our flowering 

garden courtyard. 

 
  

 

http://www.kingsgatecommunitycentre.org.uk/services/cafe-tender/


 

Notes to Editors 

Kingsgate Workshops is a multi-use art space housed within a labyrinthine Victorian factory, 

providing affordable workspace for an exciting mix of artists, makers and designers.  

Kingsgate Workshops’ Public Programme encourages experimentation, production and 

conversation.  We support a crossover between disciplines, an exchange of skills and the development 

of critical and timely discussions about process, image making and object making. Our Project 

Space aims to profile a diverse range of contemporary national and international artists with a focus 

on emerging talent. 

The Public Programme is generously supported by Arts Council England. As part of the programme, 

artists are provided with a free studio space for six months, a small stipend and professional support 

in creating a new body of work for exhibition at Kingsgate Project Space.  

 

Kingsgate Community Centre is a registered charity and a Company Limited by Guarantee. It was 

initially set up in 1982 by a group of local people who wished to establish a community centre in what 

was then a derelict building, in a common effort to provide low-cost activities to people who would 

not otherwise be able to access them. They currently offer around forty-five different services and 

activities and are committed to the delivery of five long-term projects. They are able to do this 

through the receipt of an annual grant from the London Borough of Camden, fundraising activities 

through various Trusts and Charities, hiring out of centre spaces for functions and events and through 

public donations. 

 

Dan Howard Birt 

Before joining Kingsgate Workshops as director, Dan worked as curator at Stour Valley Arts.  He also 

continues to run the peripatetic exhibition project LIDO.  He curated ‘I Cheer a Dead Man’s 

Sweetheart: 22 Painters in Britain’ for De La Warr Pavilion and co-commissioned major new works by 

Bethan Huws and John Smith for King’s Wood and Turner Contemporary.  Dan teaches on the 

Printmaking MA at Camberwell College of Arts. 

London Festival of Architecture 

The London Festival of Architecture was founded in 2004, and is now firmly established as Europe’s 

biggest annual architecture festival. The London Festival of Architecture 2017 will feature events 

across the capital from 1-30 June, and this year will explore the theme ‘memory’. The London Festival 

of Architecture celebrates London as a global hub of architectural experimentation, practice and 

debate, provoking questions about the contemporary and future life of the city, and promoting 

positive change to its public realm. The London-wide programme is delivered by a diverse mix of 

architecture and design practices and practitioners, cultural and academic institutions, artists and 

many others. 

Twitter: @LFArchitecture #LFA2017 #LFArchitecture 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/LondonFestivalofArchitecture 

Instagram: www.instagram.com/LondonFestivalofArchitecture 

LinkedIn: London Festival of Architecture 

 

Neringa Studio 

Neringa Dastoor (b.1978, Lithuania) set up Neringa Studio as a space to continue professional practice 

after graduating from MA in Visual Communication at the Royal College of Art (2013). 

In the last year she has focused on drawing on textiles using homemade oak-gall ink, and on 

developing a single stencil design for a wearable dress inspired by her first home, a Soviet block of 

flats. 

With the former mixed academic training her approach in creating artwork is conflictive. While making 

she intuitively responds to the process itself. Conceptually she is keen to integrate specific internal and 

http://www.lidoprojects.com/
http://www.facebook.com/LondonFestivalofArchitecture
http://www.instagram.com/LondonFestivalofArchitecture
http://www.neringastudio.com/


external starting points by interlocking their processes or repositioning materials in order to blur 

boundaries of the established rules of physical objects and how they communicate. 

Past cross-disciplinary (and collaborative) projects include interactive installation Letters From Dew 

Please Stay in Touch with a voice-over kindly recorded by the artist Lawrence Weiner, poetry written in 

collaboration with writer and film director Anastasia Kirillova, selected for Sustain RCA (2013); 

Interactive installation Metaqua in collaboration with Jaap de Matt was part of the group exhibition 

including Heatherwick Studio at TATE Modern as part of the Queen Elizabeth Engineering Award Prize 

Awards (2013); Illustration artwork was part of a group show at RCA Hockney Gallery (2013) followed 

by a Solo show Drawings on Fabric at the Horse Hospital (2015). 

Contacts 

110 -116 Kingsgate Road 

NW6 2JG 

0207 3287878 

 

Kingsgateworkshops.org.uk 

facebook.com/KingsgateWorkshops 

@Kingsgateworksh 

instagram.com/kingsgateworkshops/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/lawrence-weiner-7743
https://vimeo.com/stasianna
https://www.rca.ac.uk/students/jaap-de-maat/
http://www.kingsgateworkshops.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/Kingsgateworksh
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