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Michael Cook, Mother (Seesaw), inkjet print on paper, 180 x 120 cm, 2016. Courtesy the artist, Andrew Baker Art Dealer and THIS IS NO 
FANTASY + Dianne Tanzer Gallery 

 
UTS Gallery is pleased to present Impact, a touring exhibition from Cairns Regional Gallery 
curated by Julietta Park.  

Impact examines the long-term effects and ongoing presence of colonisation on First Nation 
communities in Australia and the Pacific region. New media and video works by Michael 
Cook, Fiona Foley, Taloi Havini and Angela Tiatia explore narratives of dispossession, 
alienation, conflict, gender, race and history.  

Michael Cook’s video work and photographic series Mother explores the untold 
consequences on members of the Stolen Generations of the forced removal of Aboriginal 
children from their families from the 1870s until the 1970s. The absence of children is 
heightened in stylised vignettes in which a young mother stands alone in the landscape. 

Fiona Foley has a longstanding practice of exploring the tensions between gender, race and 
history through a diverse range of mediums, including installation, photography and video. In 
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the video work Vexed, Foley continues her investigation of the significance of the first settlers 
on the lives of Aboriginal women and girls. With the Central Australian landscape as a 
background, Vexed portrays a man’s despair and a woman’s silence and sorrow.  

Taloi Havini’s work responds to the devastated environment and the impact of social and 
political conflicts between the peoples of Bougainville and mining companies of Australia. 
Returning to the township of Arawa, Havini captured the destruction of the landscape by 
copper mining, turning fertile virgin forests to man-made swamps, and compromising 
Indigenous ownership of the land. 

Angela Tiatia’s three channel video work captures the subtle and dramatic impacts brought 
by climate change to the island nation of Tuvalu, where rising sea levels have threatened its 
future. This video work observes the challenges climate change poses to daily life, having 
devastated the island’s agriculture, heritage, built environment and coastline. 

The exhibition is accompanied by a catalogue with an essay by artist, designer and UTS 
lecturer Daniele Hromek.  

Impact was initially shown at Cairns Regional Gallery in partnership with Cairns Indigenous 
Art Fair, 2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Angela Tiatia, Tuvalu, three channel video with sound, 20: 32 mins, 2016 (detail). Courtesy the artist and Alcaston Gallery 
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PUBLIC PROGRAMS: 

Exhibition opening – Tuesday 9th May, 6 – 8pm, with opening address by Professor Michael 
McDaniel, Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Indigenous Leadership and Engagement). 

Artist talks to be announced 

LIVING IN THEIR TIMES: 

Impact will coincide with Living in Their Times, a program of activity to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the 1967 Referendum and the Aboriginal activism that preceded and followed 
this landmark event. Curated by Djon Mundine, the program will include a restaging of 
Bungaree’s Farm, an immersive three channel video work reflecting on the life of Bungaree, 
an important Aboriginal figure in colonial Australia and the first person to be referred to as an 
‘Australian’; a project celebrating the work of Robert Campbell Jr.; and a film program curated 
by filmmaker and programmer Pauline Clague. This project is supported by City of Sydney 
and Jumbunna Research.  

LISTING DETAILS: 

EXHIBITION DATES: 9 May – 30 June 2017 
VENUE: UTS Gallery, Level 4, 702 Harris Street, Ultimo, NSW, 2007 
OPENING HOURS: Monday – Friday, 12-6pm; Saturday 12-4pm 
Media contact: Eleanor Zeichner eleanor.zeichner@uts.edu.au 

Interviews with the artists and curator are available on request. 

SUPPORTERS: 

Impact:       

Living in Their Times:        

UTS Gallery Media Partner:    


