
!  

MEDIA CONTACT: 
Briana Williams: +1 214-296-4848 or briana@cydoniagallery.com 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  MAY 9, 2017                    PRESS RELEASE 

CAROLINE MOUSSEAU:  SURROUNDING ISOLATIONS  
 
FORT WORTH - CYDONIA is pleased to announce 
the return of  Caroline Mousseau in her second solo 
exhibition Surrounding Isolations.  The exhibition opens 
on Friday, June 16, 2017 and runs until Saturday, July 
29, 2017.  A reception will take place on June 16, from 
6 to 8 in the evening at 2955 Crockett Street, Fort 
Worth, 76107.  

CYDONIA concludes its 2016-17 exhibition year with 
Caroline Mousseau, the last in our all-female year of  
programing.  The artist’s style is immediately 
recognizable:  repetitive, thick, impasto-like 
brushstrokes of  manipulated oil paints are 
painstakingly applied in repetitive strokes.  The merit 
of  her paintings is not determined by the optical 
experience for the viewer alone, but Mousseau also 
incorporates a dialogue about textures and possibilities 
of  paint itself.  Powdered pigments mixed with linseed 
oil are manipulated to stand on her will.  Squeezed out 
of  tube, paint is amorphous, but the artist molds, 
sculpts, and controls the medium to her exacting 
vision.  Tiny, dried ridges of  stacked paint lean towards 
the viewer in a masterful display of  uniformity.   
The artist describes her latest series:  “These works do 
not strive to capture the landscape, as painting often 
has attempted to throughout history, but rather to exist 
within it.”  Mousseau’s inspiration comes from the 
ambiguity that can be found when one cannot fully 
comprehend her surroundings. For her, this is the point 
at which representation and abstraction intersect, and the 
viewer can begin to “deconstruct the process of  observation.”  Viewing landscape, like abstraction, is an exercise in 
perception, noting that repetition is a recurring feature within nature.   

Painting, in and of  itself, is not only a medium, it is the monolithic genre within art.  By choosing to work in 
painting, Mousseau implicitly negotiates the long history between painting, landscape, and abstraction.  Applying 
derivative elements of  these sub genres, she is able to create hybrid works. Her works are as stylistically lyrical in 
composition as they are Greenberg-ian in application. The Vancouverite carefully composes a large mass of  
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bloom, 2017, oil on canvas,  24 x 20 in.  Image courtesy 
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undulating, ribbon-like trails on an exposed underpainting. The plane of  the canvas where a viewer enters and exits 
is clearly demarcated.  Paint doesn’t strive to be something other than itself.  Weaving in and out of  its own 
properties, each painting represents two types of  the medium’s viscosity.  The underpainting is flat, the material 
gliding on the canvas with ease; the dominant abstraction represents the second less-fluid state of  paint’s materiality.  
Her attention to the materiality of  paint demonstrates self-evident process and resulting interconnectedness to the 
optical experience.   Her use of  color is autonomous from propelling these gestures towards any true sense of  
representation, with palates stemming from the environs of  her hometown, Winnipeg, as well as Vancouver.  Titles 
add a playful and evocative overtone that summons imagination. 

This exhibition is supported by the Fort Worth Arts Council. 
  
Caroline Mousseau graduated as the valedictorian of  Emily Carr University of  Art + Design in 2012. She studied at 
l’École Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-Arts in 2010. Mousseau has exhibited throughout Canada, and in 2014, she 
was curated in the exhibition 100 Painters of  Tomorrow, with an eponymous book launch, in London and New York.  
In March 2015, CYDONIA mounted Mousseau’s first solo exhibition.  The artist was met with strong Canadian 
support for her solo presentation at Art Toronto 2016.  In February 2017, she was curated in a two-person 
presentation at Zona Maco in Mexico City entitled Another Chance to Do Right:  Emerging Aesthetics Featuring Repetition, 
Pattern, and Rhythm.  In April 2017, Mousseau was curated in her first museum appearance, ab Next: Contemporary 
Abstraction by Emerging Canadian Artists, at the Robert McLaughlin Gallery in Oshawa, Ontario.  
  

### 

Caroline Mousseau’s Surrounding Isolations opens on Friday, June 16, 2017 and runs until Saturday, July 29, 2017.  The 
public is invited to a reception on Friday, June 16 from 6 – 8pm at 2955 Crockett Street in the Cultural District.  
This exhibition has select hours:  12 – 3 on Wednesday, 4PM – 8PM on Thursday and Friday, and 1PM – 8PM on 
Saturday.  The gallery is also open by prior arrangement. 

CYDONIA is a contemporary art gallery. Our programming is committed to co-operating with artists whose 
practices reflect conceptual research.  We approach art as a cultural good related to reciprocity, praxis, and discourse.   

The gallery is closed during the month of  August.  We will re-open on Fall Gallery Night on Saturday, September 9 
with Homecoming, a collective group show featuring Michael Dumontier, Micah Lexier, Trish Tillman, and Emi 
Winter.     

For more information, please contact info@cydoniagallery.com, call 214-296-4848, or visit www.cydoniagallery.com.  
The gallery’s address is:  1300 Gendy Street, Fort Worth, TX 76107.   
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