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Cecile Chong, The Long Goodbye 
Encaustic and mixed media on wood 

 
Selena presents Lemon Tongues, a solo exhibition by New York based artist Cecile Chong. Her 
practice evokes places of worship, landscape, and childhood. Chong will present a site-specific 
installation and will open the evening of Saturday, April 22nd with a solo performance by 
Brooklyn based artist Justin Cabrillos. The works of Cabrillos explore the elegance of ritualistic 
movement and the excess of human behavior.  
 
Cecile Chong entangles culture, histories, and language in her practice ranging from painting 
and sculpture to paper- making. Inspired by the spire-like peaks in the architecture of the 
gallery, Chong will create a space for spiritual and personal contemplation. Responding to the 
windows of the gallery and using colorful, reflective material, the installation mimics stained 
glass and acts as many distorted mirrors. 
 
Her spirited works reference Chinese landscape painting and take images appropriated from 
children's books from different cultures, which are collaged in between encaustics interspersed 
with materials sourced from around the world including computer chips and volcano ash. An 
exploration of cross-cultural narratives, seemingly disparate images come together under waxy 
terrain. Her sculptural works reveal embalmed objects created from plastic bottles and plaster, 
which resemble both devotional objects and figures huddled in prayer.  



 
 
In Believers and In the Middle, tapestries are woven together from copies of the artist's teenage 
diaries written in Chinese, a language she can no longer read, and from cassette tapes she 
listened to in her youth. Taking apart and re-organizing her history to create layered 
interpretations of what it means to be a of a place or of a culture, Chong examines how new 
meanings and new identities are formed constantly.  
 
 

 
 

Justin Cabrillos, Holdings 
Photo by: Oto Gillen 

 
Justin Cabrillos finds new ways to access the human body, creating fresh corporeal 
compositions with a lush delicacy to symmetry versus asymmetry. Incorporating morphing, 
repetitive movements derived from hardcore dancing, house dancing and trance, the works 
hold a guise of casualness throughout the artist's movements, summoning altered states and 
vacuous mindsets in private and social spaces. The superimposition of these elements result in 
sculptural formations that undulate in between gestures. While tying in contemporary elements, 
Cabrillos is interested in the sacred, transcendent states and the gentle sway of mosh pits.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Cecile Chong 
Cecile Chong has received fellowships including the Joan Mitchell Center, Wave Hill Winter 
Workspace, the Lower East Side Printshop, MASS MoCA Studios, Jerome Foundation Travel 
and Study Grant, The Center for Book Arts, Socrates Sculpture Park, AIM - Bronx Museum, 
Urban Artist Initiative NYC, Aljira Emerge and Joan Mitchell Foundation MFA Grant. Solo 
exhibitions include BRIC House, Emerson Gallery Berlin, Germany, Honey Ramka Project Space, 
Figuresworks, Praxis International Art Project Space, Corridor Gallery and ArtSPACE. Group 
exhibitions include El Museo del Barrio, Nevada Museum of Art, The Bronx Museum of Arts, 
Hunterdon Museum, CUE Art Foundation, Wave Hill, Kenise Barnes Fine Arts, Sue Scott Gallery 
in the US and the Cynthia Corbett Gallery in London. Chong's work is in the the collections of El 
Museo del Barrio, Museum of Chinese in America, The Center for Book Arts and Citibank Art 
Advisory. Her work has been reviewed in Huffington Post, El Diario La Presna, Singtao Daily, 
3dotswater.com and The New York Times. She received a MFA from Parsons The New School 
for design in 2008, a MA in education from Hunter College, and BA in studio art from Queens 
College. Her early schooling took place in Ecuador, Macau and China. Chong lives and works in 
New York and is currently part of the Elizabeth Foundation for the Arts studio program.  
 
 
Justin Cabril los  
Justin Cabrillos is a choreographer and artist based in Brooklyn. He is a 2016 danceWEB scholar 
at ImPulsTanz in Vienna under mentorship of Tino Sehgal, a 2015 artist-in-residence at Chez 
Bushwick, a recipent of a 2011 Greenhouse grant (CDF Chicago), and a 2008 fellow at Ox-Bow 
School of Art. His latest solo piece Holdings was commissioned by the IN>TIME series in 
Chicago. Cabrillos has shown work at the Leopold Museum, the Museum of Contemporary Art 
Chicago, Roulette, and Judson Church. He has performed with Every house has a door, Marissa 
Perel, and Jen Rosenblit. He is currently dancing with Julian Barnett and Jocelyn Tobias. 
 
 
Selena 
Selena is an artist run space co-founded by Anjuli Rathod and Olivia Swider. The gallery is 
dedicated to exhibiting artists of color. Exhibitions are on view for openings and thereafter by 
appointment only. 
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