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As part of this year's exhibition program on historicizing the contemporary, Grey 
Projects is proud to present Messes and Overcooked Soups, a sequence of prints, 
drawings, ink paintings and sketchbooks completed by Chun Kai Qun in a three-year 
period in the 2000s. 
 
These works have been shown in a scattering of non-traditional spaces and small 
independent spaces, or have never been previously seen outside of a small circle of 
friends. These images, created while Kai Qun was in the midst of his NAFA studies and 
in his first years of artistic practice, display a mature grasp of the print process and the 
full range of his current interests and preoccupations with musical performance, social 
outcasts, poster art and popular food culture. The fondness for dioramic presentations is 
presaged here in his smaller sketchbook, as well as in drawing-based prints such 
as Grass Cutter (2008), images that display its mise-en-scène from a wide-
angled, drone's-eye view. These scenes are settings for Kai Qun's unique theatre, 



populated by dramatis personae that together form a lumpen crowd, including punks, 
beggars, cooks, restaurant mascots and feral children. The specific dramas might be 
uncertain, but the emotions, captured in the vibrato of his lines in 
the Ronnie and Buckethead set for example, are unquestionably heightened.  
 
The distinctive marks of Kai Qun's sculptural practice - the densification of materiality to 
its exhaustion, the preference for messiness and the intensifying of space into mood - 
are already present here in ways that put into question our categorical separation of 
artistic production into student and professional work, or our notions of what exactly 
'emerging' means apart from youth. While Kai Qun has had a celebrated reception for 
his sculptural works, most recently seen in his presentation Solid Prayers at FOST 
Gallery, he is also capable of an emotive quietude, as seen in his watercolour and ink 
works. These, including The Blacklist, mostly executed in 2006, suggest a liquid 
spatiality that both contains and is ready for embodied movement, the way the stage or 
the filmic surface is ready for the dancer or the actress. With Kai Qun's crowded, messier 
compositions as counterpoints, these spaces become latencies, in the mode of 
becoming vibrational fields, with the potential to transform into excessive, chaotic, even 
truculent expanses. 
 
The exhibition will be accompanied by an e-catalogue, with an interview with the artist.  
 
Exhibition dates: 
6 May – 17 June 2017 
 
Opening reception: 
6 May 2017, 5pm - 7pm 
 
Messes and Overcooked Soups page: http://bit.ly/kqmesses 
 
For further press information and images, please contact: 
Nicole Ho | nicole@greyprojects.org | +65 6655 6492 
 
 
About the Artist 
 
Chun Kai Qun (b. 1982, Singapore) is interested in the study of object biographies to 
better our understanding of how they texture and inform human identity. He examines 
everyday objects as a reflection of personal tastes, attributes, moral principles and social 
ideals. This research drives his artistic practice and materialises mainly in the form of 
sculptures and installations. He is also the co-founder of the curatorial collective LATENT 
SPACES, which reinvents idle spaces in Singapore as platforms for experimental art. 
 
Chun was conferred the Young Artist Award in 2015, Singapore’s highest award for 
young arts practitioners. He received his Master of Fine Art from the renowned Glasgow 
School of Art. In 2011, Chun was awarded the prestigious NAC Arts Scholarship 
(Overseas). He was also the recipient of the Arts Creation Fund in the same year. Chun 
has participated extensively in art exhibitions, residencies, and collaborations. His work 
has been shown in Singapore Art Museum, National Museum of Singapore, Esplanade 



	
	
	

Concourse (Singapore), Esplanade Jendela (Singapore), Art Stage Singapore, Singapore 
Management University, FOST Gallery (Singapore), Valentine Willie Fine Art (Singapore), 
POST-Museum (Singapore), Gertrude Contemporary Art Centre (Melbourne), National 
Taipei University of Education (Taiwan) and The Glasgow School of Art (Scotland). 
 
 
About Grey Projects 
 
At Grey Projects, we produce publications, and generate curatorial and exchange 
activities. This usually means we hold exhibitions, talks, residencies, reading groups, and 
workshops. We have a library, a residency apartment, a studio, and two galleries. We are 
interested in new design practices, writing, curatorial research, and art propositions. 
 
 
General Information 
 
Address: Grey Projects, 6B Kim Tian Road, Singapore 169246 
Tel: 6655 6492 
Website: www.greyprojects.org 
Opening Hours: 1pm – 7pm from Wednesdays to Fridays, 1pm – 6pm on Saturdays 
Admission: Free 
 


