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FORT COLLINS MUSUEM OF ART TO EXHIBIT  

KATE GRIDLEY 

PASSING THROUGH: PORTRAITS OF EMERGING ADULTS 

 

AN EXHIBITION THAT EXPLORES THE TRANSITION OF SEVENTEEN INDIVIDUALS FROM 

ADOLESCENCE INTO ADULTHOOD 

Fort Collins, CO—The Fort Collins Museum of Art will present a provocative exhibition on the transition 

between adolescence and adulthood through life size oil paintings and sound portraits. The exhibition is 

titled, Passing Through: Portraits of Emerging Adults and will run May 19 - July 16, 2017.  

 

Passing Through marks moments in which seventeen emerging adults in and around Kate Gridley’s 

hometown of Middlebury, VT transition to realizing their selves and claim their voices. Oil portraits of 

adolescents are seldom painted in our culture, which relies more heavily on the immediacy of 

photography and video. The artist created this series of seventeen portraits to honor the transition 

between adolescence and adulthood. Different religious and cultural beliefs, a range of identities and 

orientations, experience, failures and successes as well as family structures and health issues are 

represented across the group. In addition to the oil portraits, this exhibition will include sound portraits 

of the subjects talking about where they are in their lives as well as their hopes and fears for the future. 

These portraits can be accessed by cell phone through our Guide By Cell program. 

 

Known for her insights into human character and extraordinary painting technique, Kate Gridley 

maintains a studio in Middlebury, VT, where she has lived and painted full time since 1991.  

 

Programming for the Exhibition will include: 

Friday, May 20- Artist talk by Kate Gridley in the gallery- 1:00pm (Admission rates apply) 

Saturday, May 21- Open Admission Day Sponsored by The Youth Clinic. 12-5:00pm. Kate Gridley will be 

in the museum gallery from 1-3:00pm talking about her work and possibly sketching and painting.  

We will also have hands-on activities in the gallery for all ages and in our Art.Edu.Osity Creative Space 

dealing with portraiture throughout the run of the exhibition. 

 

 

 



 

 

This exhibition has been sponsored by The Growald Family Foundation, The Vermont Community 

Foundation, Dave & Paula Edwards, City of Fort Collins Fort Fund, Colorado Creative Industries, National 

Endowment for the Arts, Eye Center of Northern Colorado, The Youth Clinic, Coloradoan, KRFC, 

Reporter-Herald. 

About The Fort Collins Museum of Art 

The museum is open Wednesday through Friday from 10 am to 5 pm; Saturday and Sunday from noon 

to 5 pm. Admission is $5.00 for adults; $4.00 for students with ID and seniors (over  65) and $1.00 for 

youth 7-18. Children 6 and under and museum members are always free. For more information, visit 

www.ftcma.org or connect with the Museum on Facebook. 

The mission of the Fort Collins Museum of Art is to engage our community in cultural experiences that 

promote an awareness and appreciation of the visual arts. To offer our audiences the highest-quality art 

experiences, the Fort Collins Museum of Art presents a diverse series of exhibitions, community events, 

publications, and educational programs for children and adults.  
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Kate Gridley, Annabelle, oil on canvas, 30 x 60”  
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