
 
 

 

 

Melancholia 
Sean Foley 
 
June 3 - July 22, 2017  
Opening reception: Saturday, June 3, 6 - 8 PM  
 
Angela Meleca Gallery is pleased to present Melancholia, Sean Foley’s first solo exhibition in 
the gallery. This is the first time in twenty years Foley has had a solo show Columbus. His new 
body of work explores concepts of melancholy that arose while Foley was researching wonder, 
and began to see the two as related and opposite. Melancholy is defined as a feeling of pensive 
sadness typically with no obvious cause.  
 
Foley’s practice has mingled figurative and abstract imagery, often playing on notions of the 
grotesque. His previous works were colorful and riotous paintings, drawings, and installations 
that induced a carnivalesque visual experience. After the artist’s long running, parallel academic 
research in the experience and concept of wonder, Foley began to question what could be its 
opposite? The works in Melancholia originate from this question. This charts a new path for his 
work that serves as a rumination into developing imagery that reflects these new ideas.  
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Sean Foley (b.1969) has shown nationally at Anna Kustera and Mary Ryan Gallery in New York, 
Irvine Contemporary in Washington DC, and Allston Skirt Gallery in Boston. Museum shows 
include the Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art (Mass MoCA), DeCordova Museum, 
Portland Museum of Art (Maine) and the Academy of Arts and Letters in New York. Foley’s 
recent honors include residencies at the Kohler Art / Industry program and a Rauschenberg 
Foundation Residency. He has also been recipient of a Golden Foundation Fellowship, Ohio 
Arts Council Individual Artist Fellowship, and Jurors and Purchase prizes from the Portland 
Museum of Art Biennial exhibitions. He is the co-curator of the exhibition “Explode Everyday: An 
Inquiry into the Phenomenon of Wonder” that opened in May of 2016 at Mass MOCA in North 
Adams, MA and is the curator of TEMPOart, a site-specific art project that opened in the 
summer of 2016 in Portland, ME. Foley has taught at the Maine College of Art, The Ohio State 
University, and is currently a professor at the College of the Atlantic in Bar Harbor, Maine. Foley 
lives and works between Worthington, Ohio and Southwest Harbor, Maine.  
 
For further inquiries, please contact info@angelamelecagallery.com or 614-340-6997.  
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