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Gallery EM is pleased to present a solo exhibition by Jörg Obergfell, entitled Strange Folly, from May 18 to 

June 17, 2017. This is Obergfell’s second solo show at Gallery EM, and will feature about 10 new works, 

including sculptures, photographs and a video. The title of the exhibition refers to an etching by Francisco de 

Goya, which shows a group of people huddled on a dead branch against the backdrop of a grey void. The 

peculiar setting acts as a template for Obergfell’s Out on a Limb sculpture series. In this work, they feature 

real wood branches that are protruding from the wall as well as clusters of high-rise buildings, in replacement 

of the human figures in the Goya’s etching. Mounted on curved branches, these miniature skylines become 

an anomalous growth, a parasite. The artist, with a sarcastic nuance, also tries to reveal that the pattern of 

growth is organic and appears as a natural adaption to its environment.  

Meanwhile, the word ‘folly’ from the exhibition title describes a small, decorative building without a purpose. 

At first glance, this seems to be the exact opposite of the simple constructions shown in his photographic 

work, entitled Sheds and Modulor II. The depicted sheds are created with what’s at hand to fulfill basic needs 

for storage and shelter. Yet these improvised assemblies present a playful joy of making. Their surfaces, put 

together from bits and pieces of found materials, often bear similarities to typical carnival patchwork 

costumes. The notion of ‘folly’ found in the utilitarian is enforced by a sculpture Obergfell positioned beside 

the sheds – a wooden construction based on the Modulor, which is a representation of an ideal proportion 

system conceived by the French architect Le Corbusier. Next to the vernacular sheds, this representation of 

the ideal proportion system seems out of place. However, as a wooden construction carefully set up by the 

artist, it fits and almost appears naturally between other materials leaning against the wall. Le Corbusier 

described proportion as the power which brings out the smile upon the face of things. In Obergfell's work, the 

scales are deliberately wrong; yet, in the white cosmos of the gallery, with a sense of humor, they claim their 

own distinct proportions. 

 

Born in St. Georgen, Germany in 1976, Jörg Obergfell studied in Vocational School for Wood Sculptors, 

Garmisch-Partenkirchen and Academy of Fine Arts (Nuremberg). He also completed his MFA in Goldsmiths 

College London. He had solo shows at Kunstverein Offenburg (Offenburg) and Kunst Museum (Stuttgart) in 

2005, Gallery Muro (Genève) in 2010, CEAAC (Strasbourg) in 2011, Gallery EM(Seoul) in 2013, 2017. He 

has been included in important group shows at such museums and galleries as Whitecross Gallery (London) 

in 2007, The National Art Studio Changdong (Seoul) in 2008, Lothringer 13 (München) in 2010, the Hardy 

Tree Gallery (London) in 2012. Obergfell received Arts and Humanities Research Council Award (London) 

and Black Forest Art Prize, (Germany) in 2006. His work is in such public collections as Kunstmuseum 

Stuttgart (Stuttgart)‚ City Fellbach (Fellbach) and Grafschafts Museum (Wertheim).  


