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Press Release

Michaela Zimmer
Labo(rat)ori

Performance: Friday 9th June, 7–9pm
Exhibition: 10th–28th June 2017
Address: PM/AM, 259-269 Old Marylebone Road, London NW1 5RA 

170312, 2017 
Acrylic, lacquer, spray paint. PE film on canvas.

200 × 135 cm

01.05.2017 
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PM/AM presents Labo(rat)ori, an evolving cross disciplinary collaboration bringing 
Michaela Zimmer’s painting installation together with performances devised by dancer 
and choreographer Miguel Altunaga. Together, supported by the innovative Rambert 
Dance Company the duo create a responsive dialogue which embraces their shared vision 
for the potential of engagement through movement. 

Designating the studio as a site of private ritual, Michaela Zimmer is known for 
layered compositions on canvas coupling the traditions of painting and drawing with 
unconventional materials. Working across multiple compositions at once, freeform 
temporal acts of wrapping, layering, and draping are combined with deliberate acts of 
mark marking. Like the dancers integral to the Labo(rat)ori project, Zimmer exerts her 
physicality as a means of expression, producing work notable for its visceral presence 
and intuitive relationship to the body. Labo(rat)ori signals new possibilities for each 
collaborator’s practice, permitting extended perspectives on performance as a discipline 
and a form of connection.

The forthcoming performance at PM/AM, London, marks both a return to the work’s 
purest intentions, and a refinement of its visual and visceral impact. This latest iteration of 
Labo(rat)ori remains an evolving artwork, a bringing together of artists, performers and 
new audiences to feed into the potential of this uniquely performative piece. 

For the first time, the collaboration introduces new choreography undertaken by both 
a single dancer and a pair. These performances will channel the direction of Altunaga 
and improvised movements in response to Zimmer’s environment of artworks, resulting 
in intuitive forms of exchange. Operating both within and beyond the traditions of the 
gallery space, Labo(rat)ori reimagines the passive viewer as an activator informing the 
artwork as its unfolds. This focus on experience as both transient and tangible designates 
Labo(rat)ori as a site for experimentation and cross-examination, embodying the creative 
act through the dynamism of live art. 
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Notes To Editors

Michaela Zimmer (1964, Berlin, Germany) graduated from Chelsea College of Art & 
Design, London, in 1999. Selected exhibitions include: Perpetual Movement, The Lowry, 
Manchester (2016–2017), CMYK, Fold Gallery, London (2016), Suckstract, Kunstverein 
Konstanz (2016), N°1, Frontviews Temporary at Stuttgarter Platz 2, Berlin (2015), 
Farbiges Grau, Mies van der Rohe Haus, Berlin (2013), Just In Case, Koffer, Berlin 
(2013), Corporeality, Objects and Other Stuff, Fold Gallery, London (2015). As well as 
various private collections, the artist’s work also held by Sammlung Miettinen, Liverpool 
Museum, and Senat Berlin. 

Miguel Altunaga, born in Cuba and trained at the National School of Art, is a London 
based dancer and choreographer. He has created work for the National School of Ballet, 
Cuba, Danza Contemporanea de Cuba and for the bands Simply Red and The Zutons. 
He created Memoria for Carlos Acosta at the London Coliseum and was commissioned 
to create Derrumbe for Acosta’s Cubania evening at the Royal Opera House. He was 
commissioned by Kevin O’Hare, Director of the Royal Ballet, to create Dark Eye for the 
Deloitte Ignite Festival 2014 (Royal Opera House). He has also created multiple works for 
Rambert’s Evening of New Choreography and one of these pieces, Don’t Think About It, 
has joined Rambert’s repertoire. In 2016 he was commission to choreograph a piece for 
Carlos Acosta’s company, Acosta Danza, which was premiered September 2016 in Havana 
and will be performed in Birmingham during the company’s UK tour. Miguel joined 
Rambert in 2007 after six years with the National Contemporary Dance Company of Cuba 
where he performed as a principal dancer.

David Preston (composer) was born in London and started classical guitar at the age of 6. 
He has recently performed at the Royal Opera House on stage with Carlos Acosta, and 
written original music for several productions for choreographer Miguel Altunaga of 
Rambert Dance Company.

PM/AM aims to challenge existing models for interacting with art and artists through a 
wide ranging programme of exhibitions, performances, screenings and installations; and 
collaborating and commissioning special projects with external curators. 

After presenting Ivar Wigan at Photo London 2017, the next exhibition to take place at 
PM/AM, will be a solo exhibition of the photographers most recent work developed across 
the West Indies. Ivar Wigan: Young Love opens on the 29th June. 

www.pmam.org

Gallery opening times: Monday to Friday 10am–6:30pm
Saturday and Sunday by appointment.
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