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Dundee Contemporary Arts is delighted to present The Weather Makers, the first solo 
exhibition in Scotland by Canadian artist Kelly Richardson, programmed in partnership 
with Discovery Film Festival. 
 
Richardson creates hyper-real digital films of rich and complex landscapes that have been 
manipulated using CGI, animation and sound. 
  
Weaving together myth and metaphor with scientific research and new digital 
technologies, The Weather Makers will present three large-scale video works alongside a 
new print series. 
  
The exhibition asks the viewer to consider what the future might look like if we continue on 
our current trajectory of planetary pillaging and consumption, and why we have allowed 
ourselves to arrive at such a moment of global environmental crisis. 
 
A 12-metre-long panoramic view of a Martian landscape set hundreds of years in the 
future, Mariner 9 (2012) presented in partnership with NEoN Digital Arts Festival, evokes 
the human search for life beyond our own planet that continues even as we damage or 
destroy entire ecosystems on Earth. This vast video work was created using scenery-
generation software employed by the film and gaming industries in combination with 
technical data from NASA’s missions to Mars to produce a faithful artist’s rendering of 
Martian terrain, populated by the debris from centuries of exploration. 
 
In Orion Tide (2013-14), Richardson presents a desert punctuated by spurts of light and 
smoke repeatedly launching into the dark night sky. The viewer is left to question what 
these rocket-like movements are; why they have been launched; and who or what they are 
carrying. They could be departing explorers searching for a new world or perhaps the 
escape of a group of planetary refugees, a mass exodus of humanity. 
  
In Leviathan (2011), a 20-minute loop of footage shot on Caddo Lake in Uncertain, Texas 
displays the region’s unique bald cypress trees in their swamp environment. Filmed from a 
single vantage point, like a painting set in motion, Richardson has digitally enhanced the 
nearly monochromatic setting with strange yellow tendrils of light, undulating and twisting 
beneath the water, hinting at an undiscovered or mutated bioluminant life-form, or perhaps 
the aftermath of something altogether more disturbing. 
  
Accompanying the exhibition’s large-scale video works will be Richardson’s latest series of 
chromogenic prints,Pillars of Dawn, which present images of an imaginary desert in which 
trees and terrain have been physically crystallised by changes in the environment.  

http://www.discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk/
http://www.northeastofnorth.com/


  
Richardson currently lives and works on Vancouver Island where she is Associate 
Professor in Visual Arts at the University of Victoria. Her work is held in many major 
international collections including the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, SMoCA 
and Albright-Knox Art Gallery to the National Gallery of Canada, Art Gallery of Ontario, 
Musée d’art contemporain de Montréal, Arts Council Collection England and Towner, 
Eastbourne. 
  
Her work has been selected for the Beijing, Busan, Canadian, Gwangiu and Montreal 
biennales, and recent solo exhibitions include SMoCA, CAG Vancouver, VOID Derry, 
Naturhistorisches Museum Wien, and a major survey at the Albright-Knox. 
  
Kelly Richardson said: “After living in the United Kingdom for 14 years, I have recently 
relocated to Vancouver Island, Canada. I am thrilled to be returning for this major exhibition 
of work produced over the last six years, during my time in the UK. The Weather 
Makers will be my first solo exhibition in Scotland which I know DCA’s incredible exhibition 
spaces will present beautifully.” 
  
Beth Bate, Director of DCA, said: “We’re delighted to be working with Kelly Richardson at 
DCA for her first solo show in Scotland. Programming the exhibition in partnership with our 
annual Discovery Film Festival means that hundreds of children and young people will have 
the opportunity to engage with the thought-provoking and highly topical work of this 
international artist.” 
  
Eoin Dara, Head of Exhibitions at DCA, said: “It’s hugely exciting to be bringing spectacular 
work such as this to our galleries at DCA. Quite apart from the elegant and sophisticated 
way that Kelly works with seriously complex technological processes and platforms, the 
questions she is asking in her work about the ways in which we are mistreating the world 
around us are more pertinent than ever.” 
  
Donna Holford Lovell, Director of NEoN, said: “We’ve wanted to work with Kelly Richardson 
for a number of years given her extraordinary talent and commitment to digital practices. To 
bring her work Mariner 9 to Dundee as part of our media archaeology themed edition of the 
festival is wonderful, as Kelly exemplifies the idea of the artist as creator of future 
archaeological artefacts – her art works tell us about our evolving digital age and suggests 
what’s to come. 
  
NEoN Digital Arts Festival, which runs from Tue 7 November - Sun 12 November, have also 
invited Kelly to guest curate an exhibition in Centrespace in the Visual Research Centre at 
DCA which includes digital video works by UK artist Paul Dolan and Canadian artist Paul 
Walde. This exhibition will run alongside The Weather Makers from Thu 9 – Sat 25 
November. 
  
The Weather Makers by Kelly Richardson runs from Sat 23 September – Sun 26 
November in DCA Galleries. An events programme will accompany the exhibition and 
be announced later this month. 
 
For more information, visit www.dca.org.uk. 
  
ENDS 
  
For more information, images and to arrange interviews, please contact Meg Greenhorn, 
Communications Officer, on 01382 909251 or at meg.greenhorn@dca.org.uk. 

mailto:meg.greenhorn@dca.org.uk


 
Notes to Editors 
 

 Dundee Contemporary Arts is supported by Creative Scotland and Dundee City Council. 
 A set of press images with credits can be downloaded at: http://bit.ly/2vFMgSE 

 Kelly Richardson (b. 1972, Burlington, Ontario) studied for her undergraduate degree at 
the Ontario College of Art & Design and her MFA from the Nova Scotia College of Art and 
Design. From 2003-2017 she lived in north east England where she was a Lecturer in Fine 
Arts at Newcastle University. She currently lives and works on Vancouver Island where she 
is Associate Professor in Visual Arts at the University of Victoria. Recent solo exhibitions 
include SMoCA, CAG Vancouver, VOID Derry, Naturhistorisches Museum Wien and a 
major survey at the Albright-Knox. Her work has been selected for the Beijing, Busan, 
Canadian, Gwangju and Montréal biennales, as well as major moving image exhibitions 
internationally in recent years. Richardson’s work has been acquired by significant museum 
collections across the UK, USA and Canada, from the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture 
Garden, SMoCA and Albright-Knox Art Gallery to the National Gallery of Canada, Art 
Gallery of Ontario, Musée d’art contemporain de Montréal, Arts Council Collection England 
and Towner, Eastbourne.http://kellyrichardson.net/ 

 Discovery Film Festival takes places on Sat 21 October until Sun 5 November 2017. 
Previous exhibitions at this time have included Katy Dove, Hideyuki Katsumata, Torsten 
Lauschmann, Heather Phillipson, Hiraki Sawa and George Barber. 

 NEoN (North East of North) aims to advance the understanding and accessibility of digital 
and technology driven art forms and to encourage high quality within the production of this 
medium. NEoN’s 8th annual festival will take place November 7 to 12, 2017 across the city 
of Dundee. By bringing together emerging talent and well-established artists, working 
across digital art forms, NEoN aims to influence and reshape the genre. NEoN is committed 
to helping the city of Dundee, well known for its digital culture and innovation, to become 
better connected through experiencing great art, networking and celebrating what this 
corner of Scotland has to offer in the field of digital arts. 

 NEoN Centrespace Exhibition: This exhibition includes digital works of UK artist Paul 
Dolan and Canadian artist Paul Walde. Reflecting on NEoN’s theme of Media Archaeology, 
both artists use technology to depict moments of time in landscapes on Earth. By bringing 
these two artists’ works together, Kelly Richardson is asking us to consider how these 
digital artefacts will be read in the future, long after large-scale change has occurred, and 
what that says about who we are and what led us to this point. Paul Walde will show 
his work Requiem for a Glacier in which he memorialises BC’s Jumbo Glacier area, now 
under immediate threat from global warming and resort development, with a four movement 
oratorio scored for orchestra and choir from converted information such as temperature 
records for the area into music notation. The work amplifies and gives voice to a 
disappearing landscape, and sits alongside Dolan’s work, Wireframe Valley, which silently 
shows the gradual disappearance of a landscape, revealing its virtual origins, its defining 
features degrading over the duration of the exhibition. 
  
Listings information 
The Weather Makers by Kelly Richardson 
Sat 23 September – Sun 26 November 
Meet the Artist: Fri 22 September, 18:30 / Preview: Fri 22 September, 19:00 – 21:00 
DCA, 152 Nethergate, Dundee, DD1 4DY 
Tel: 01382 909900 
www.dca.org.uk 
Open Daily 10:00-18:00 
Open late Thu 20:00 
Admission Free 

http://bit.ly/2vFMgSE
http://kellyrichardson.net/
http://www.dca.org.uk/

