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MCA Denver announces Derrick Velasquez: Obstructed View, 
featuring site specific installations and a photographic series. 
Opening May 26, 2017. 
 
For his exhibition at MCA Denver, 
Derrick Velasquez created two 
site-specific installations and a series of 
photographs that use the museum’s 
architecture and the broader politics of 
design and urban development. His work 
features sculptural installation, 
composed of prefabricated ornate crown 
molding that adorns the opening into the 
lower-level gallery of the museum’s 
David Adjaye building. Velasquez 
installs these decorative features upside 
down to call new attention to them. 
Below the embellished atrium, in the Whole Room Gallery, Velasquez has created a modular 
sculpture that resembles a Greek key. Photographs of residential property lines in Denver 
comprise the rest of the gallery, depicting new construction, historic architecture, and barriers 
that divide or connect new and old buildings.  
 
Obstructed View explores liminal areas in the museum’s building and in Denver, as well as more 
figurative borders between art, design, and architecture. Obstructed View coincides with the 
presentation of The Stacks, an exhibition curated by Velasquez currently on view in the Open 
Shelf Library.  
 
Derrick Velasquez was born in 1982 in Lodi, California. After earning a Bachelor’s degree in 
Studio Arts and Art History at the University of California, Santa Barbara, in 2004, Velasquez 
received an MFA from The Ohio State University. Velasquez has taught at the University of 
Colorado, Boulder and University of Denver, and he has been an Affiliate Instructor at 
Metropolitan State University in Denver since 2010. He is the founding director and curator of 
Yes Ma’am Projects. He is represented by Pentimenti Gallery, in Philadelphia, and Robischon 
Gallery, in Denver, where he lives and works. 
 
The exhibition is curated by Zoe Larkins.  

http://mcadenver.org/open-shelf-library-the-stacks
http://mcadenver.org/derrick-velasquez-obstructed-view


 
 
 
 
Image: Derrick Velasquez. Property Lines 1, 2017. Digital photograph, 20 x 30 inches. Courtesy the artist. 
 
Artist Talk: June 28, 7-8:30PM.  
7 PM | $5  
Doors at 6 with reception in Whole Room prior (beer and whiskey) 
Tickets: http://bit.ly/2rBJtIW 
 
On Wednesday, June 28th, join Derrick Velasquez and Peter Miles Bergman at MCA Denver for 
a discussion about Velasquez's current exhibition at the museum, Obstructed View. Velasquez 
will talk with Bergman about the work in the exhibition and how it fits within the scope of his 
practice, as well as the political ideas behind some of the work. 
 
Peter Miles Bergman is an Assistant Professor of Art in Communication Design at Metropolitan 
State University of Denver. He is the Creative Director and Publisher of the Institute of 
Sociometry (is), co-editor of Raw Fury, and the President of the Board of the Letterpress Depot. 
He holds a BFA from the University of California at San Diego and an MFA in Visual 
Communication from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. 
 
SUPPORT 
MCA Denver exhibitions are also supported by the Director's Vision Society and the citizens of the 
Scientific and Cultural Facilities District. 
 
ABOUT MCA DENVER 
The Museum of Contemporary Art Denver (MCA Denver) explores the art and culture of our time through 
rotating exhibitions and public educational programs. Featuring international, national, and regional 
artists, MCA Denver offers a wide range of exhibitions promoting creative experimentation with art and 
ideas. Through adult and youth education programs and other creative events, the museum serves as an 
innovative forum for a culturally engaged community. 
 
CURRENT + UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS 
Ryan McGinley: The Kids Were Alright, February 11, 2016–August 20, 2017 
Jenny Morgan: SKINDEEP, May 26, 2017–August 27, 2017 
Derrick Velasquez: Obstructed View, May 26, 2017–August 27, 2017 
Saber Acomodar (Know How), September 13, 2017 - Late January, 2018 
  
CONTACT 
WWW.MCADENVER.ORG 
PHONE: 303 298 7554 
FACEBOOK: facebook.com/museumofcontemporaryartdenver 
TWITTER: @mcadenver  
INSTAGRAM: @mca_denver 
SNAPCHAT: mca.denver 
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