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We are entering the forest. The journey is long by the river. We are 
getting deeper into the waters. Guided by Eduardo Kohn’s book*, I 
came to look for a non-human language through which vegetables, 
animals and insects communicate with signs, legends, trances and 
the dream. 

We are enchanted by the graciousness of the forest: the glitters of 
light under the canopies, the coolness of foliage, the symphony of 
birds, insects, drops of water leaking from big leaves and absorbed 
by the moss at our feet.  

Noémie Goudal explores the Thai forest, analyzes it and tries to 
identify each element and each sound. It is an unsolvable puzzle 
that goes beyond the mind. 

Images, memories, scents and sounds erupt. What was unknown 
unfolds in color and shapes like hybrid and familiar reconstitutions. 

Susana Meija lives in the Amazonian forest. That is where the 
Colombian artist has settled her alchemist laboratory. She sweats 
colors out of plants and prints them on fig paper. 

The night is about to fall. Our walk is rocked by the sound of frogs. 
We light up a fire that timidly sets out of humidity. The forest is a 
shelter. We find the rest we were longing for. Jean-Yves Leloup’s 
sound creation reminds us that the voice of the forest never keeps 
quiet. It unfolds in captivating variations. 

Exhibition from July 1st to July 19th, 2017
Opening on Saturday July 1st from 3 to 8 pm

« A quoi rêvent les forêts ? »
« What do forests dream about ? »

The night suddenly falls. The noises become alarming. We are scared, 
we feel lost in this versatile world. We have to sleep on the lookout. 
Here, our sleep is always interrupted. Us, humans and non-humans, 
we dream of each other. A dream continued during daytime. 

With François Fleury, on a small boat in the heart of the Amazonia, the 
water reflects the ballet of branches and creepers. Everything waves 
tirelessly. The forest is a world which veins, pores and all entangled 
vertical and horizontal levels call for a speed-up transcendence. 
Our eyes are twisting in their sockets: our brain sees ! 

We are the forest. We are a snake. We are a witch turning into a 
fish and feeding on resin. A fern. A fluorescent mushroom. We are 
a centenary tree in the arms of which Russian artist Olva Krovtor is 
wrapped like a plastic chrysalis. We are part of a whole. We cannot 
get away from it.  

Eyes spy on us at nighttime. Laura Huertas Millán takes us in the heart 
of an artificial forest. She invokes the voices of conquerors from past 
centuries. The forest is a resilient space that one does not invade. In 
spite of our desire to take a hold of it, the forest remains free. 

Lucie Touya

* Eduardo Kohn, Comment pensent les forêts, Vers une anthropologie 
au-delà de l’humain, éditions Zones sensibles, 2017.
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FRANÇOIS FLEURY
www.1000horizons.net
Paris-based photographer born in 1977.

NOÉMIE GOUDAL
www.noemiegoudal.com
Born in 1984. She currently lives and works in Paris. 

LAURA HUERTAS MILLÁN
www.vimeo.com/laurahuertasmillan
Born in Bogota (Colombia) in 1983. She currently lives and works in Paris. 

Graduated from the Ecole Nationale des Beaux-Arts de Paris in 2003, he received 
the Prix Jeune Espoir Nicolas Feuillate awarded by Kamel Mennour the following 
year. In 2012, François Fleury settled in Uganda to develop projects in the East 
Republic of Congo (DRC). He later started collage, doing installations and 
videos. In 2014, he went back to photography for a project carried in Fordlândia 
(Brazil). He then sailed up the Amazonia River in search of communities with no 
contact with the Western world. This trip gave way to “Weimaha, une légende 
Amazonienne” along with a series of photographs shot in the jungle. 

Graduated from the Royal College of Arts and the St Martins School, she received 
numerous awards like the Prix HSBC in 2013 and the RCA Sustain Award in 2010. 
Her work has been exhibited in various solo shows at the New Art Gallery Walsall 
in 2014, the FOAM (Amsterdam) in 2015, the Photographers’ Gallery (London) 
in 2015, the BAL (Paris) in 2016 or the Abbaye de Jumièges in 2017. Noémie 
meticulously explores the potentialities of images through film, photography 
and installation, and the reconstitutions of their layers and possible extensions. 
Between reality and fiction, her images feature big-scale installations in natural 
spaces that renew the notion of landscape within contemporary society. 

Graduated from the Ecole Nationale Superieure des Beaux-Arts de Paris and Le 
Fresnoy, Studio national des arts contemporains, she holds a PHD from the Ecole 
Normale Superieure and the Ecole Nationale Superieure des Beaux-Arts de Paris, 
where she has created a series of “ethnographic fiction” movies. Between 2014 
and 2017, she worked at the Sensory ethnography lab and the Film Study Center 
of Harvard. In 2017, she also received the Prix du Conseil Départemental des 
Hauts de Seine at the Salon de Montrouge in Paris. Her movies are projected 
in art centers as well as movie theaters. Laura Huertas Millán’s movies are 
characterized by their mimetic fusion between documentary and fiction. Seen 
as a hallucinogenic practice as well as a laboratory for political emancipation, 
cinema has a deep influence on her work, which, beyond images, breaks down 
in writings, performances and photographs. 

OLYA KROYTOR
www.kroytor.jimdo.com 
Born in 1986. She currently lives and works in Moscow. 

JEAN-YVES LELOUP
https://soundcloud.com/jean-yves-leloup
Born in Paris. He currently lives and works in Paris. 

SUSANA MEJIA
www.coloramazonia.com
Born in 1978 in Medellin (Colombia). She currently lives and works in Colombia. 

Founder of the duo of DJs, artists and sound designers Radiomentale, Jean-Yves 
Leloup is also a curator and author of music books. Over the last twenty years, his 
articles and stories on music, contemporary and digital arts have been published 
in newspapers like Libération, Actuel, Tsugi, Trax, Remix, L’Affiche, Epok, Crash, 
Beaux-Arts, Le Journal des Arts, and more recently Charles, without mentioning 
the online review Culture Mobile dedicated to social and cultural mutations within 
digital society since 2008. His radio shows, chronicles, stories, sound creations and 
interviews have been broadcasted on Radio FG, Radio Nova, Radio Grenouille, 
France Musique and France Culture. He currently teaches the notion of “sound 
staging” in Paris at the Institut Supérieur des Techniques du Son (ISTS) as well as 
musical journalism at the Université de la Sorbonne Nouvelle.

Olya Kroytor graduated in art and graphic design from the Moscow State Pedagogical 
University in 2009 and from the Institute of Contemporary Art of Moscow the same 
year. She mainly practices performance art, photography and collage. Her work has 
been exhibited in several shows like “SomethingNothing” (2011, Moscow Museum of 
Contemporary Art) and “Split Personality” (2011, Regina Gallery, Moscow).

During her studies at the Art Institute of Boston, she developed a particular interest 
for color. Color Amazonia, both an artistic and a botanical research project, gave 
way to a celebration of the disappearing tropical forest. It was presented in Bogota 
in 2013 and Medellin in 2014. Color Amazonia is a research project that draws up 
the inventory of all the different indigenous plants used in Colombian Amazonia for 
natural fiber dye purposes. The artist obtained the color of her papers and sisal fibers 
from these plants thanks to her collaboration with local indigenous communities. 
Artistic project at first, it then extended and became a source of renewal for these 
communities with the opening of dyeing workshops. 
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IMAGES AVAILABLE
FOR THE PRESS

François Fleury, Forêt négative, 160x125 cm, 2015

Noémie Goudal, Les Mécaniques III, série Les Mécaniques, 2016

Laura Huertas Millán
Voyage en la terre autrement dite, 2011
23'

Susana Mejia, Chokanary I, 
série Color Amazonia, 2015

Susana Mejia, Cudi I, 
série Color Amazonia, 2015

Susana Mejia, Curcuma I, 
série Color Amazonia, 2015
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