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【PRESS RELEASE】 

 

Heaven One Generates Water – Wang Jianwei  
 
Opening：Sunday, June 4 2017 16:00-18:00 

Duration：June 4 –July 23 2017  

Venue：Amy Li Gallery（No.54 Caochangdi, Chaoyang District, Beijing, China） 

 

Amy Li Gallery is proud to present Heaven One Generates Water by Wang Jianwei comprises 18 

of his new works. The exhibition showcases his recent creation and thought course.  

 

Coming from a family of painting and calligraphy, Wang’s fluidity was deeply influenced by 

Chinese calligraphy. What is special with him is that it is difficult for us to apply on him any general 

principle or any so-called "artistic experiences". In front of his work, modest as well as curious like a 

child: he who has the courage to jump out of the three worlds of all lives, deserves more of our 

in-depth understanding. 

 

To understand the works of Wang Jianwei  has its crux, which is through the calligraphy. The 

concept of « Traditional Chinese painting » has largely shrunken in the minds of ordinary people, 

besides the somewhat still recognized meticulous style Gong Bi, the Chinese painting equals only 

approximately to the vigorous freehand-brushwork style; paintings categories like the intellectual 

landscape have become very unfamiliar to them. Thus with today's context, the relationship 

between "writing" and "painting" has been reduced to a mere and simplest principle that only 

exacts the use of corporal and gestural movements of writing in the painting process, which is 

undoubtedly another proof for the loss of traditional essence. On the contrary, being raised in the 

traditional background, Wang Jianwei  is apparently more than sophisticated than any other 

average amateurs. His understanding of calligraphy came mostly from the quintessential part of 

calligraphy, which is the perfect unity and communion between the creative subject and the object: 

It is me who write down words which in return write me, it is me who control the pen, which in 

return controls me. Every passage from the first stroke to the end stroke,  every conversion 

between strokes, are so naturally formed that the entire text becomes self-referring, that a single 

stroke may decide the whole picture.  

 

The second crux to understand the work of Wang Jianwei is religion. The artist’s works in the past 

few years have another striking character, which is his self-invented imaginary symbols. He 
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transforms his understanding of philosophy and cosmos into a series of highly summarized 

geometric figures. Wang Jianwei extensively assimilates the religious wisdom and removes the 

barriers; unbounded to a certain religion or a doctrine, his attitude is actually similar to the 

traditional attitude towards religion: not lingering to anything, learning from both Buddhism and 

Taoism. And the Taoism and Buddhism constitute the two most important inspirations for Wang 

Jianwei. The influence of Buddhism on the earlier Wang Jianwei was profound, whose 500 copies of 

Buddhist statues then give birth to these classical sitting Buddha images of different sizes, 

constituted with various circular forms. Wang Jianwei realized later that although the influences of 

Buddhism in China is far-reaching, Taoism has been more deeply rooted in the land. So he 

introduced the Taoist concepts such as « the three generates everything », the I Ching philosophy.  

Among many works of Wang Jianwei, the use of color has always been a charm. His use of color has 

been cultivated through studying the Dunhuang frescoes. Dunhuang frescoes are quite different 

from the later Chinese literati taste which prevailed in artistic world, the frescoes pay more attention 

to the use of colors which overlay efficiently the under layers, the applied methods are more 

energetic, bold, and eclectic. Passionated by this style, Wang Jianwei executed some exceptional 

visual impacts with the vivid concentration of color. Meanwhile, Wang Jianwei never rested his 

thoughts on the relationship between the tradition and the present, the existing and the absent, the 

local and the foreign. 

 

The wise man does not hesitate before the influences. So does Wang Jianwei, who has not much 

self-restrains, he learn freely from whatever would be useful for him, and learn them thoroughly till 

they transform into his source of inspirations. Wang Jianwei has been tracing the path of search and 

negation, constantly rejecting the unsatisfying works. Instead of being uncertain, he has always 

been persistently firm, and just because of this firmness, his creation eventually turned to his heart 

and soul. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The exhibition continues until 23rd of July, 2017.
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Wang Jianwei 

 

1978   Born in He Nan, China 

2000   Graduated from the Chinese Calligraphy Academy 

2002   MA, Department of Murals of the China Central Academy of Fine Art 

2005   MA, The Research Institute of Traditional Chinese Painting 

Lives and works in Beijing. 

 

SOLO EXHIBITION 

2017    Heaven One Generates Water, Amy Li Gallery, Beijing 

2013    A Place Where you will set your Foot in, Sui Feng Museum, Beijing  

 

GROUP EXHIBITION 

2017    INK ASIA, Hong Kong 

Macau Hotel Art Fair, Macau 

2015    Friendship from Obscurity, Rosewood Hotel, Beijing 

2010    Ink Mark – Five young ink artists, Yan Club Arts Center, Beijing 

2009    A Meditation from the East - A joint exhibition of Chinese contemporary artists, 

Freudenberg Art Center, Germany 

Wang Jianwei’s Ink world, Slovenian Culture and Information Centre, Vienna, Austria 

Fortuitousness and Necessity –Wang Jianwei and Marc Baufre, Ton Art Center, Beijing 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

更多展览信息请致电来函。 

媒体联系人: 苏云 +86 10 64340616 /＋86 18684771480 

邮箱：media@amyligallery.com  /  QQ：1563071208 

网址：www.amyligallery.com 
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