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Tornabuoni Art is proud to present the first French solo show of young Italian artist Francesca Pasquali (1980).
She draws her inspiration from the observation of natural and organic shapes, which she transposes 
into complex and sophisticated installations, giving life to plastic, industrial and reused objects.

The evolutionary and mutative state of microcosmic textures of plants and animals is mirrored in the weaving of 
recycled plastic materials that shape the artist’s sculptural creations, which constantly change in relation to the 
spectator. From hard to soft, from alien to familiar, the materials interact with the visitors who become actors and 
co-authors of the works as they move around, touch and enter them. 

A keen observer of the materiality and transience of objects, Francesca Pasquali is influenced by the heritage of 
the Arte Povera movement to repurpose daily objects such as drinking straws and elastic bands, cobweb dusters 
and broom bristles. Her labour intensive creative process confers on these humble materials a new value and a 
second life as artworks, providing new ways of experiencing familiar objects. 

The exhibition at Tornabuoni Art Paris will display around thirty works, and one large-scale installation, Marazul,  
2008, a 450 x 250 cm coloured foam rubber sculptural work. 
Marazul evokes nature, the artist’s inspiration and in this particular case the marine environment. The coloured 
foam rubber waves form a metaforic network of hospitality and encounter. The artwork takes on and adapts to the 
space, unstable and strong just like water, charged with plastic and cultural energy just like the men who cross it 
every day, searching for a new life or ancient memories.
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Artwork: Francesca Pasquali, Frappa, 2016, neoprene on panel and metallic frame (detail), diam. 120 x 26 cm. ©Tornabuoni Art
Photo: Portrait of Francesca Pasquali, ©Pietro Savorelli
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Francesca Pasquali was born in Bologna in 1980. She graduated from 
the Accademia delle Belle Arti of her hometown in 2006. She splits 
her time between Bologna and Brescia. During her training at the 
Academy, she had the opportunity to experiment with various artistic 
disciplines, including foundry, incisions, photography and design. 

Pasquali was profoundly influenced by informal art theories, particularly 
by the views of two of her professors, R. Barilli and F. Arcangeli. This 
influence can be seen in more recent works by the artist, particularly 
in the vibrant, intrinsic expressive power of the materials she uses. 
Starting from the study of the Arte Povera creations in the 1960’s 
and 1970’s, Pasquali rediscovered the poetics of banal objects and 
experimented with new media, characteristic of our times. She picks 
everyday objects, utilitarian by nature, to divert them from their original 
function and interpret them from an esthetic point of view. 
Objects lose their original purpose and return to their state of inertia, 
experimenting with their own formal and symbolic potential, and 
freeing themselves form their functional envelope.

The audience will be invited to enter the dialogue with the material by engaging bodily with the artwork and 
projecting onto it their own individual and personal experiences. 

The show will feature Francesca Pasquali’s most iconic series such as her Straws, made of thousands of coloured 
drinking straws, cut to varying lengths and assembled to create tri-dimensionality and depth. The exhibition will 
also present her absorbing Frappa shapes, created by assembling spirals of neoprene, or the Bristles series, 
works made of coloured plastic bristles commonly used in the industrial production of household brooms.

ABOUT THE ARTIST
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Obvious references to Arte programmata can also be found in Pasquali’s work — a movement which she studied 
and whose investigations into perception, image coding and the possibility for a work of art to convey the idea of 
virtual movement she shares. Pasquali’s starting point is her awareness of a great lesson from the past; then she 
proceeds by using plastic materials that are an invitation to reproduce the natural conformation of living organisms, 
both animal and vegetal.

What belongs to the sphere of nature becomes artificial, and vice versa. The artist-alchemist knows the secrets 
of the relationship between matter and form. From these considerations, artworks and monumental installations 
invade the space and invite the viewer to participate and physically experience the vibrations inherent to matter.

Francesca Pasquali has works in public collections and prestigious foundations such as: ALT Museum, Alzano 
Lombardo (Bergamo), Italy; Fondation Boghossian, Villa Empain, Brussels, Belgium; Ghisla Art Collection 
Foundation, Locarno, Switzerland; MAR Museo d’Arte della Città, Ravenna, Italy; MOCA, Museum of Contemporary 
Art, London, U.K.; Museo Diocesano, Brescia, Italy; Patrimonio Gruppo Unipol, Bologna and Thetis Foundation, 
Venice, Italy.
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For more information on the gallery and its activities, visit www.tornabuoniart.fr.
Follow us on Facebook (@TornabuoniArt), Instagram (@TornabuoniArt), Twitter (@TornabuoniArt) and Pinterest (@TornabuoniArt) with the hash-
tags #TornabuoniArt #FrancescaPasquali
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ABOUT TORNABUONI ART

Founded in Florence in 1981 by Roberto Casamonti, in the street that gave the gallery its name, Tornabuoni 
opened other exhibition spaces in Crans-Montana in 1993, Milan in 1995, Forte Dei Marmi in 2004, Paris in 2009 
and London in 2015.

Specialising in Post-War Italian art, the gallery presents the work of artists such as Fontana, Burri, Castellani, 
Bonalumi, Boetti, Scheggi and Manzoni. Tornabuoni Art also has a permanent collection of significant works by 
major Italian artists of the Novecento, such as de Chirico, Morandi, Balla and Severini, as well as International 
20th-century avant-garde masters, such as Picasso, Mirò, Kandinsky, Hartung, Poliakoff, Dubuffet, Lam, Matta, 
Christo, Wesselmann, Warhol and Basquiat. Complementing its focus on Italian art, the Tornabuoni Art collection 
also features the work of young contemporary artists such as the Italian artist Francesca Pasquali and the Italy-
based Armenian artist Mikayel Ohanjanyan, who, along with the Armenian pavilion, won the Golden Lion at the 
2015 Venice Biennale.

Tornabuoni Art participates in major international art fairs such as the FIAC in Paris, TEFAF in Maastricht and New 
York, Art Basel, Art Basel Miami, Art Basel Hong Kong, Miart in Milan, Frieze Masters in London, Artgeneve in 
Geneva and Artmonte-carlo in Monaco. 

The gallery also works closely with museums, artists’ estates and institutions, most recently with the Giorgio Cini 
Foundation in Venice on the exhibition ‘Alighiero Boetti: Minimum/Maximum’, which will run until 12 July 2017. 
With its experience and knowledge of the work of the artists it represents, the gallery has also established itself as 
an advisor for both private and public collections.
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Frappa, 2016 
White neoprene on wooden panel and white laquered 

metallic frame, diam. 120 x 26 cm
Courtesy Tornabuoni Art

Setole, 2012
Red plastic broom bristles on wooden panel and metallic 

frame, 40 x 50 x 12 cm.
Courtesy Tornabuoni Art

Too late, 2014
Colourful silicone bracelets on wooden panel and metallic 

frame, 90 x 80 x 27 cm. 
Courtesy Tornabuoni Art

Red straws, 2016
Red and transparent drinking straws on wooden panel 

and red laquered metallic frame, 
120 x 90 x 22 cm.

Courtesy Tornabuoni Art t 

Pink straws, 2015
Pink and transparent plastic drinking straws on wooden 
panel and dark grey laquered metallic frame, diam. 50 x 

25 cm. 
Courtesy Tornabuoni Art

Spiderballs, 2014
Grey, green, yellow and blue plastic cobweb dusters on 
metallic net, wooden panel and metallic frame, 120 x 90 

x 25 cm. 
Courtesy Tornabuoni Art


