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Gallery EM is pleased to present a solo exhibition by Jimin Chae, entitled Single Sceneries, from July 13 to 

August 12, 2017. This is Chae’s second solo show at Gallery EM, and will feature about 10 new works, 

capturing scenes that are shown together in a single canvas yet cannot coexist, and are scattered around. Using 

one-point perspective, which has been neglected in contemporary painting, as an artistic medium, the artist 

reveals the limitations of painting while exploring its possibilities through the random arrangement of 

figurative images. 

A technique used in painting to express three dimensions in a two-dimensional perspective – representing a 

sense of space on a flat surface – has a long tradition in art history. As noted by David Hockney (1937- ), 

however, one-point perspective shows the limitations of painting by providing only a fixed point of view. 

However, Chae does not shy away from the limitations of perspective but rather exploits them, expressing 

the possibility of space in painting and posing fundamental questions about the plane and image of painting. 

Chae constructs random objects on the canvas based on his own experiences, using one-point perspective, 

which creates a unique sense of space derived from the incongruity of individual images. The objects adopted 

by the artist are mostly images of sky, walls or structures, people, and natural objects, as we can see in Nothing 

Happened. Each of these is an artistic device for exploring the planar quality and spatial sense of painting. 

The sky is an object that symbolizes infinite space, and a medium established by the artist to include 

simultaneously the features of plane and space on one canvas. Walls, artificial structures, and natural objects 

are realistically drawn based on perspective to create a sense of space. Adjacent images of people maintain a 

tension with other images in the canvas. Through these three factors, the artist seeks to construct a world of 

painting based on a kind of conflict between the planes and images that make up the work. On the static 

canvas charged with tension, where something is likely to happen at any time, the artist presents a space for 

painting that exists inherently on the spot, rather than creating a specific narrative. 

 

Born in Seoul in 1983, Jimin Chae obtained his BFA from Seoul National University and a MA from Chelsea 

College of Art and Design in London. He held solo exhibitions at Gallery EM in 2015 and 2017, and has 

been included in numerous group shows at various museums and galleries, such as Gwangju Culture and Arts 

Center in 2017 (Gwangju), Griffin Gallery in 2016 (London), Art Mora in 2015 (New York), CONS Project 

in 2014 (London), Squat Space in 2014 (London), Keumsan Gallery in 2012 (Seoul), Gallery EM in 2011 

(Seoul), KIC Art Center in 2011 (Shanghai), X-Power Gallery in 2011 (Taipei), and Yi-Hyung Art Center in 

2009 (Seoul). His work is also part of reputed collections such as that of Hyundai Capital. 

 


