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OPENNESS AND BROAD-MINDEDNESS ARE WHAT CHARACTERIZE TOVE JANSSON’S 
LIFE AND WORK. WE KNOW HER AS THE CREATOR OF ONE OF THE MOST BELOVED 
CHILDREN’S UNIVERSES IN THE NORDIC COUNTRIES: THE MOOMINS. FOR DECADES, SHE 
HAS BEEN AN INDISPENSABLE ELEMENT IN MANY NORDIC HOMES WITH HER RICHLY 
IMAGINATIVE STORIES AND CAPTIVATING ILLUSTRATIONS. HOWEVER, TOVE JANSSON’S 
WORK GOES FAR BEYOND THE MOOMINS – TODAY SHE IS REGARDED AS ONE OF 
FINLAND’S CENTRAL MODERNIST ARTISTS. THE EXHIBITION AT 
GL STRAND PRESENTS A MULTI-FACETTED PORTRAIT OF JANSSON’S HIGHLY PRODUCTIVE 
LIFE THROUGH HER DIVERSE WORKS.

Tove Jansson, Lynx boa (SeLf-portrait), 1942, oil, 73 x 60,5 cm, PrivaTe collecTion. PhoTo: Finnish naTional Gallery / yehia eweis © Tove Jansson
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For the first time in Denmark, GL STRAND presents a major exhibition of the works of this 
distinctive Finnish modernist; the painter, writer and graphic artist Tove Jansson (1914-2001). 
Jansson grew up in an artistic, bohemian home where her mother was an illustrator and her father a 
sculptor. As a consequence, art was very much a part of Jansson’s life right from her earliest days. 
She had a strong wish to follow in her parents’ footsteps, and her life and work would prove to be 
very wide-ranging, even though the young Tove Jansson mainly wished to be a painter. She began 
her art studies at the age of sixteen at the Stockholm College of Applied Art, then continued her 
education a few years later in Helsinki and subsequently at art schools in Paris. 

The exhibition at GL STRAND presents a selection of her multifarious works, including the early 
surrealist paintings from the 1930s, the modernist and experimental works from the 1940s and 50s, 
and lyrical works from the 1960s and 1970s. It will also show her satirical anti-war illustrations 
and illustrations for comics and children’s books, as well as the large murals, and in particular her 
extensive work with the Moomins, in drawings, figures and photographs. 

The exhibition provides an overall presentation of her wide-ranging work, in which tolerance, 
curiosity and joie de vivre are the unifying characteristics, while the dark and contradictory also has 
its place. Her longing for freedom and her continuously positive outlook also brought Jansson into 
conflict with the norms of society, the intolerance and narrow-mindedness of which she exposed 
with her sharp pen, in both words and images. 

She drew the first Moomin-like figures during the Second World War, and in the shadow of 
that conflict, their universe is characterized by despondency and unrest. The Moomins became 
a separate area of her work in the course of the 1940s and 1950s, when their distribution and 
popularity continued to grow. In the 1950s she – and later her brother Lars – produced a regular 
comic strip for The Evening News. 

The many works of the exhibition will be staged in a way that highlights Jansson’s close 
relationship with Finland’s natural environment. Nature was a particular focal point for Jansson’s 
life and work, with long stays on the small rocky island of Klovharu providing the backdrop for 
her adult life. The sea, rocks, trees and sun are interpreted in a stylized, partly abstract form in her 
paintings. 
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About the exhibition at GL STRAND
The exhibition presents various chapters in Tove Jansson’s extensive oeuvre. On the first floor, 
visitors can see her works on paper, with gouaches, watercolours and drawings under the headings 
of the Moomins. On the second floor her paintings on canvas, magazine illustrations, and books 
are presented. On the third floor, a unique Moomin universe has been created by the acclaimed 
Finnish art and design group Company. Here, children and adults have an opportunity to immerse 
themselves in Jansson’s much-loved children’s universe through an installationary presentation, 
which includes workshops and reading groups. 

Tove Jansson’s biography
Tove Jansson (1914-2001) is particularly known as the creator of the Moomins. She grew up in 
Helsinki in a Swedish-speaking home, where both of her parents were artists. She commenced 
her studies in drawing at the age of 16 at the Stockholm College of Applied Art, and subsequently 
worked as an illustrator and caricaturist, including for the satirical magazine Garm. The first of the 
nine illustrated Moomin books was published in 1945, and was followed by more in the 40s and 
50s. Tove Jansson received several awards, including the Hans Christian Andersen Prize in 1966, 
and the Selma Lagerlöf Prize (1993). 

The exhibition has been produced in collaboration with Ateneum Art Museum. It has been shown 
at Millesgården in Stockholm and Gothenburg Museum of Art and will be presented at Dulwich 
Picture Gallery in London later this year.

For INFORMATION and PRESS PHOTOS please contact Head of Communiaction and Development Pernille 
Wahlgren at +45 33 36 02 61 / +45 53 77 70 20 / pw@glstrand.dk or Communication Assistant Marie Finsten 
Jensen at 33 36 02 64 / pr@glstrand.dk. 
 
Find PRESS PHOTOS and PRESS RELEASES in our online press room at http://www.glstrand.dk/
presse/2017.aspx 
Login: presse 
Password: glstrand1

You are invited to the PRESS CONFERENCE on Friday 9 June 2017 at 11 a.m. with participation of Sophia 
Jansson, curator Anne Kielgast, and chief curator Sointu Fritze.

You are also invited to the OPENING RECEPTION on Friday 9 June 2017 from 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.


