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The section of Beverly Boulevard, where Richard Telles Fine Art is located, is flanked by high-end furniture retailers while 

well-kept houses and duplexes line its perpendicular streets. Amy Garofano’s installation in Telles's Martel window project 

space addresses the aesthetic implications of these environs while referencing painting and illusion. Her large black 

upholstered work is on the wall behind the window, while decorative rocks fill the floor beneath it. The wall work’s velvet blacks 

vary in density according to your position, throwing its saturations in flux, yet manage to limn the shape of a security gate and 

an agave plant, both inherently durable, decorative, self-protective. In a dialectic with latent ideologies in Los Angeles’s 

outdoor ornamentation, Garofano highlights our alienation from its formal roots, which never fully transitioned from the 

Victorian era. 

  

In concert with these issues, Garofano’s wall works dialogue with elements of 20th century painting using the problem-solving 

techniques of upholstery. In doing so, she offers a set of new approaches to the old tensions of figure / ground, representation 

/ illusion, and surface / object, otherwise found in the paintings of Ad Reinhardt or the gothic alter-ego of Josef Albers. The 

codes of these tendencies in painting and urban gate design are the result of the imagined utopias of the post-industrial age. 

In Garofano's hands, these utopias have been inverted, their vestiges from the fin de siècle are now behind glass. 

 

Amy Garofano recently held a solo exhibition at Good Weather, Little Rock, Arkansas in 2017. Venues that have included her 

work in group exhibitions include Rainbow in Spanish, Los Angeles; BBQLA, Los Angeles, both in 2016; and at Piasa, Paris, 

France in 2015. She lives and works in Los Angeles. 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


