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Press Release 
 
In September, the KINDL – Centre for Contemporary Art will be showing the new series Berlin Facades by the 
sculptor Asta Gröting. The point of departure for the sculptures in Berlin Facades is stories that are inscribed in 
the walls of buildings in Berlin—facades that still contain traces of the war in the form of bullet holes. Asta 
Gröting replicates the damaged walls in sculpture by making silicone impressions of them. They function like 
long exposures that depict the story from the moment of the bullets’ impact to the present time. Dust, dirt, and 
even graffiti are applied to the material and give these negative imprints, some of which are monumental in 
scale, an almost painted effect. 
 
Human skin serves to protect the body. The bullet holes protrude like scars of history from the heavy silicone 
skin of the walls and facades. The silicone reconstructs wounds as architectural traces and translates them into 
abstract pictures. “I want to look from inside these destroyed walls and facades into the world—as if I could see 
my own face staring back at me.” says Asta Gröting. 
 
To have a stone face means to reveal nothing of one’s inner thoughts and feelings. When facades crumble, 
hidden stories are exposed. “My eyes stare into the bullet and canon holes and the holes stare right back into my 
own psychic holes. In a bold conceptual strike, Gröting embodies/embalms both trauma and time in a ghostly 
silicone skin,” Deborah Levy writes about Berlin Facades in the accompanying publication. 
 
For thirty years, Asta Gröting has been exploring the theme of interior and exterior as well as the spaces in 
between in a variety of media. For instance, in three full-scale casts of the undersides of Goethe’s carriage, 
Adenauer’s limousine, and her own Smart car, she subtly portrays German history and technological 
developments. The silicone impression Space between Lovers is a manifestation of the invisible space between 
two people. In her long-term project The Inner Voice, ventriloquists from around the world voice unspoken 
feelings and make the puppet a vehicle for that which remains unsaid. Berlin Facades continues these earlier 
examinations. 
 
Asta Gröting (*1961) is a professor at the Braunschweig University of Art. Her work has been shown in solo 
exhibitions at the Kunstraum Dornbirn, the Neuer Berliner Kunstverein, the LENTOS Kunstmuseum Linz, and 
the Henry Moore Sculpture Institute, among others. She has also participated in important group exhibitions at 
venues including the Maas Museum in Sydney, the Deutsches Hygiene-Museum in Dresden, the Hartware 
MedienKunstVerein in Dortmund, and the 22nd Bienal de São Paulo. She lives and works in Berlin. 
 
A comprehensive selection of works from the series Berlin Facades will be shown for the first time at the 
KINDL.  
The exhibition is curated by Andreas Fiedler.  
An accompanying catalogue will be published by Sternberg Press. 
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