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Peter Blamey | George Poonkhin Khut | Gail Priest | Pia van Gelder & Tom Smith 
Curated by Gail Priest 
Exhibition dates: 1 August – 22 September 
 
The future may be hard to see from here, but perhaps we can hear it coming…. 

 
Gail Priest, Sounding the Future, installation view, 2015. 
 
UTS Gallery is pleased to present Sounding the Future, an exhibition that challenges the 
audience to consider not ‘visions of the future’, but the possibility of letting the auditory realm 
lead our imaginings.  

Sounding the Future is an exhibition that offers speculations about what art in the future will 
sound like. The exhibition will present sonic “possibles and potentials” ranging from almost-
here transhuman mediations to far-future post-anthropocene aftermaths with some 
apocalyptic contingencies in between. 

The installation by Gail Priest, also titled Sounding the Future, offers the foundation for the 
exhibition, presenting a survey map of the territory. Consisting of over 50 fragments of 
speculative fiction and fact, the interactive audiovisual piece is an immersive hypertext 
suggesting a web of possible sonic near futures.  
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George Khut’s Mettāmatics builds on his practice working with bio-feedback and presents a 
kind of bio-art record label of the future in which the participant’s breath and heart rate control 
soundtracks by two invited composers.  

Peter Blamey’s Shelter Fallout/Spark Harvest initially seems pessimistic, presenting a post-
apocalyptic future of energy scarcity, but in fact offers a glimmer of hope devising a system of 
energy scavenging in which the artwork powers itself in a symbiotic loop.  

Finally Pia van Gelder and Tom Smith go where no human has gone before — or will ever 
go — to an Iron Star. In their work they propose a far distant future where life has turned to 
iron and the universe hums electromagnetic tunes to itself. 

The exhibition is accompanied by an e-catalogue with an essay by Dr Lizzie Muller, to be 
launched on Wednesday 9th August with talks by exhibition artists.  

Sounding the Future is presented as part of National Science Week (12 – 20 August) and 
Sydney Science Festival (8 – 20 August).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pia van Gelder & Tom Smith, Iron Star, iron, video, 4-channel sound, 2017.  
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PUBLIC PROGRAMS: 

Exhibition opening – Tuesday 1 August, 6 – 8pm 

Artist talks and publication launch – Wednesday 9 August, 6 – 7pm 

Audio-described tour & discussion with Imogen Yang, Gail Priest and Sarah Houbolt – 
Tuesday 15 August, 1:30 – 2:30pm 

UTS Open Day – Saturday 26 August, 10 – 5pm  

LISTING DETAILS: 

EXHIBITION DATES: 1 August – 22 September 2017 
VENUE: UTS Gallery, Level 4, 702 Harris Street, Ultimo, NSW, 2007 
OPENING HOURS: Monday – Friday, 12-6pm; Saturday 12-4pm 
Media contact: Eleanor Zeichner eleanor.zeichner@uts.edu.au 

Interviews with the curator and artists are available on request. 

SUPPORTERS: 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

UTS Gallery Media Partner:  


