
	

Elizabeth Stone - Negative | Positive 
 

Nicole Campanello - In the Interim 
 

Pictura is pleased to present the work of Elizabeth Stone and Nicole Campanello. Stone builds intricate 
and mysterious landscapes with old pieces of film, while Campanello constructs portraits of her inner, 
emotional landscape. In these bodies of work the artists crack open a box of uncertainty, and give us a 

glimpse of what is inside. 
 

Opening Reception August 4th, 5 pm - 8 pm 
 

On view August 4th through September 30th 
 
  

 
  
 



  
 
 

NEGATIVE/POSITIVE 
 
NEGATIVE/POSITIVE is an ongoing meditation on light and perception. The source of exploration is 
my photographic analog materials. Looking purely at the physicality of these slides and sheets of film 
has catapulted me into a new realm of expression. I strive to walk the edge of focused detachment as 
the materials have a memory, energy and direction of their own. 
 
I have disassembled thousands of 35mm slides and medium and large format pieces of film. I have piles 
of plastic negative sleeves that held the film and slides in place, empty slide mounts which appear like 
structural containers and film - my insides, dreams and memories. 
 
Small temporary sculptures are then built as I balance the sleeves, mounts or film. There is no glue nor 
clay. It is a tricky balancing act akin to making a house of cards. I then photograph the sculptures; the 
light comes solely from my two old light-boxes. Inside these boxes the bulbs are aging; they emit color 
that ranges from blue to apricot. 
 
As with analog photography, I consider both the “negatives” and “positives” that are created, each has 
their own intrigue. Structure becomes apparent, forms emerge from the edges. I am transfixed and 
obsessed with the inherent deceptive and transformative power of the medium of photography. 
 
BIOGRAPHY 
 
Elizabeth Stone is a visual artist whose work explores perception, mark making and the passage of time 
by combining her study of photography and drawing with biology and digital technology. The duality of 
art and science is a strong influence and she frequently looks to the natural environment as a point of 
departure when considering her own place in the world and the marks she makes. Influenced by artists 
as diverse as Harry Callahan, Cy Twombly and Agnes Martin, she uses a strict practice to push what is 
expected of the photographic medium. 
 
Stone’s work has been exhibited in art museums and galleries across the country and her images are 
held in both private and corporate collections. She lives and works in rural Montana where the sky is 
indeed big and the grass tall. 



IN THE INTERIM 
 
How do we get from one stage of 
life to the next? Is it as easy as 
walking through a door, or more 
like crossing through a passageway 
between two doors? 
 
I believe we have a transitional 
period, like an interlude between 
acts of a play. It may pass in the 
blink of an eye, but can sometimes 
feel like a lengthy trek through 
unfamiliar terrain. Because, as 
humans, we feel uneasy when 
confronted with a void. We see it 
as an unimaginable emptiness in us 
that must be occupied. However, it 
is a time of healing from the past; 
rediscovering things forgotten; 
putting experience into much-

needed perspective. It’s a time of preparation for our emergence at the next doorway. 
 
The images in this series depict such a period in my own life–my own “interim" following the 
end of an unhealthy relationship. It was both challenging and rewarding; a time of stillness, 
realization, and learning; a place of healing, growing, and searching for that next stage. 
 
 BIOGRAPHY 
 
Nicole Campanello is an artist working in staged photography. A visual storyteller by nature, 
she creates narrative images based on her life experiences. Nicole grew up in the countryside 
of Yorkshire, in the UK. There she developed a sense of adventure, an inventive imagination, 
and a love for the arts. Drawing became a passion of hers as a young child, which evolved into 
photography during her teen years. At the age of 16, she moved back to Texas, her birthplace, 
where she went on to obtained her BA in Photography. Nicole’s work has since gained 
recognition; winning awards, featuring in several publications, and shown in gallery exhibitions 
across the United States, as well as internationally. 

	

	

	

	


