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【PRESS RELEASE】 

 

Pierrick Sorin - A very fulfilled life 1992－2017  
 
Opening : 5 August, 2017 (Saturday) 16 : 00 – 18 : 00 
Duration : 5 August – 17 September, 2017 
Venue : No.54 Caochangdi (old airport road), Chaoyang District, Beijing 100015, China 

      

   
Left: Hennessy, from tradition to innovation, Installation with video projection 2014 
Right: Aquarium, Installation with hologram, 120 x 50 x 25 cm, 2010 

 

Amy Li Gallery is pleased to announce that the French contemporary visual artist Pierrick Sorin's retrospective “A 

very full life 1992-2017" will open at 4 pm on August 5th 2017. A total of 19 representative works, created between 

1992 and 2017, will be introduced to the Chinese art public.  

The audience will discover Sorin’s very well-known “Holographic theatre”, of which the artist is considered to be the 

leading specialist, which are magical devices in which the artist usually appears as a hologram figure among realistic 

decorations. The hologram-installation “Aquatic choreography” shows the artist dancing, with much irony, among 

real fish. And the most remarkable work is the large-scale site specific creation “A very full life”, which was first 

created in 1994; it is one of Sorin’s signature works, which masterminds the juxtaposition of comicality and 

seriousness, and of quotidian simplicity and philosophical profoundness. This work marks a very meaningful turning 

point in the artist's career. One of the earliest pieces (created in 1989) restaged specifically for this exhibition is “The 

beautiful painting is behind us” which will surprise the audience with its burlesque way of treating the relationship 

between painting and video. The key message of the exhibition --- Painting versus animated images, and a normal 

reaction towards beauty --- is conveyed by the work “Interior landscape” which was specifically created for the 

exhibition, and in which paint colours are spat into an aquarium. 

Since 2013, the artist has applied 3D images in his works. This exhibition includes a new work titled “Hallucinated 

fever patient” which exploits the possibilities of the 3D technique to the fullest. Another work using the 3D 



 
 

technique in a similar spirit is "Hennessy, from tradition to innovation”, which was an installation commissioned by 

the Hennessy house to celebrate its 250th anniversary. The Hennessy house is very well known for its passionate 

collaborations with outstanding contemporary artists. In this installation, the artist transformed multiple symbolic 

elements of the Hennessy house to highlight its savoir-faire, its refined taste of life and the historical and cultural 

heritage of the brand’s art of cognac making. "Hennessy, from tradition to innovation” associates innovative 

techniques with the most singular tradition of fairground art. As in much of Sorin’s works, which are marked by an 

unexpected sense of humor, his innovative spirit always tends to provoke the intelligence of its audience.  

Since the late 1980s, Pierrick Sorin has been known worldwide for his short films starring himself. Many art critics 

consider him as the pioneer of the ‘selfie’ trend which has become very common and popular nowadays thanks to 

the internet. His elegant sense of humor, meticulous elaboration of composition and plotting, and brave and 

unlimited self-reflexive sarcasm has gained him a lot of attentions from critics as well as audiences, including people 

who are normally not involved with the art world. As an artist, Sorin has had his works exhibited in and collected 

by many of the world's most influential museums and contemporary art institutions, including the Palais de Tokyo, 

the Cartier Foundation and the Centre Pompidou in Paris, the Tate Modern in London, the Guggenheim Museum 

in New York, the Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography, and the Reina Sofia Museum in Madrid, etc... In 

1998, Sorin was the French representative for the grand Sao-Paolo Biennale; he is also one of the living artists who is 

part of the curriculum for the French college entrance examination. Also as an active participant and a pioneer in 

branding projects, Sorin has so far collaborated with many famous brands, such as Chanel (in collaboration with 

the photographer Jean-Paul Goude), Cartier, Renault, Louis Vuitton, and the Galeries Lafayette. In addition, he has 

also been one of the most innovative opera directors for the Opera de Paris, the Châtelet Theater in Paris and the La 

Scala Opera house in Milan, etc., by applying, for example, his unique video mechanism in these productions.  

This retrospective exhibition is a co-operation between Amy Li Gallery and Shenzhen Box Art Space. The exhibition 

will tour to Shunde Box Art Museum as their grand opening exhibition in September, and then to Shenzhen Box Art 

Space in December. 

We hereby like to thank Hennessy for its generous and enthusiastic support for the realization of this project, as well 

as L’Institut Français and Nantes city in France for their precious help. 

The exhibition runs at Amy Li Gallery from August 5th through September 17th 2017.  
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BOE iGallery 数字艺术馆提供技术和媒体支持 
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