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What can potentially happen in front of and inside a camera is miraculous. 
Torbjørn Rødland 

 
This autumn, the Serpentine is proud to present the first solo UK exhibition of 
Torbjørn Rødland. The Norwegian-born, Los Angeles-based photographer is 
internationally known for his portraits, still lifes and landscapes, which 
simultaneously inhabit and disrupt the realm of the everyday. Depicting 
situations that can appear overly familiar, Rødland’s photographs reveal an 
underlying lyricism and poetic language that result from the artist’s 
reconfiguration of the diverse material and media that surround us. 
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At first glance, Rødland’s work often inhabits the aesthetic space of 
commercial photography due to a formal clarity and, at times, fetishistic 
approach to subjects, objects and materials. Recurring tropes within his 
images include produce such as oranges, bananas, cakes and octopus 
tentacles, and close-ups of body parts and related accessories. Knees, feet 
and torsos partner with pads, socks and tattoos, while viscous substances, 
such as honey and paint, coat, ooze and drip over his subjects.  

 
Rødland’s approach to image-making – using analogue photography in mostly 
staged scenarios – draws attention to the constructed nature of the image, 
while leaving open the potential for unexpected outcomes. That his images 
hold the viewer’s gaze is not only the result of a certain pleasure in the act of 
looking, but also the indirect, uncertain nature of their messages. As the artist 
states, his photographs aim to ‘keep you in the process of looking’.  
 
The Touch That Made You at the Serpentine Sackler Gallery – Rødland’s first 
exhibition in the UK – brings together a diverse selection of works from the 
past two decades, which demonstrate the breadth of subjects captured and 
scenarios created by the artist. It will also include Rødland’s film, 132 BPM 
(2005), animating subjects with the continuous, metronomic beats of dance 
music. The exhibition title refers to the physical and immaterial aspects of his 
images, from the rays of light and liquid touches that gradually reveal an 
image in the darkroom to the framing and staging enacted through the lens. 
  
A touch can be both productive and affective, a silent stimulus. We’re all to some 
degree a result of how we were seen, exposed and held as children.  
Torbjørn Rødland 
 
The autumn season at the Serpentine continues with Wade Guyton’s 
exhibition at the Serpentine Gallery, Das New York Atelier, Abridged; the 
Serpentine Pavilion designed by Francis Kéré, home to the Park Nights 
series of live encounters; and the twelfth Serpentine Marathon – entitled 
GUEST, GHOST, HOST: MACHINE – which will be held at City Hall on 7 October. 
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Image Credit: Apple, 2006. Collection FRAC Nord Pas de Calais, France.  
 
NOTES TO EDITORS: 
Torbjørn Rødland (b. 1970, Stavanger, Norway, lives and works in Los Angeles 
and Oslo) has been the subject of a number of institutional solo exhibitions, 
including shows at Henie-Onstad, Oslo, Norway (2015); Kunsthall Stavanger, 
Stavanger, Norway (2014); Hiroshima City Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Hiroshima, Japan (2010); Contemporary Art Museum, St. Louis, United States 
(2010) and P.S.1 Contemporary Art Center, New York, United States (2006).   

 
Group exhibitions include What People Do For Money, MANIFESTA 11, Zurich, 
Switzerland (2016); 9th Berlin Biennial, Berlin, Germany (2016); Billboard, 
Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, United States (2016); The 
Elephant Test, Lothringer13 Städtische Kunsthalle München, Munich, Germany 
(2014); Altars of Madness, Casino Luxembourg Forum d’art Contemporain, 
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Luxembourg (2013); The Eye is a Lonely Hunter: Images of Humankind, 
Heidelberger Kunstverein, Heidelberg, Germany (2011); N’importe quoi, Musée 
d’Art Contemporain de Lyon, Lyon, France (2009); Disturbance,Johannesburg 
Art Gallery, Johannesburg, South Africa (2008); Trials and Terrors, Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Chicago, United States (2005); Elysian Fields, Purple 
Institute, Musée National d’Art Moderne, Centre Pompidou, Paris, France 
(2000); and dAPERTutto, 48th International Exhibition of Contemporary Art, La 
Biennale di Venezia, Italy (1999). 
 

 

 


