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Within the framework of the Parallel Programme of the 7th Moscow International Biennale of Contemporary 

Art, the pop/off/art Gallery presents, for the first time at its own venue, the solo exhibition of Irina Nakhova. 

One of the leading representatives of Moscow Conceptualism, she is considered the first Russian artist to 

create "total installations". Since 1989 she has had more than 30 solo exhibitions in the galleries and 

museums of Moscow, London, Barcelona, Salzburg, New York, Chicago and other cities in Europe and the USA. 

 

Irina Nakhova’s interactive installation in the pop/off/art Gallery is a battlefield of copies of classical statues, 

whose movement will be controlled by the exhibition’s visitors. The participants in the battle are plastic casts 

made from monuments to Japanese and ancient Greek warriors, which represent, if looking at it ironically, the 

eternal struggle for cultural hegemony between the West and the East. During the game, the viewers, using a 

remote control, direct the moving copies of the original sculptures from the Metropolitan Museum in New 

York. Like "referees" of the game, the casts of the original monuments, provided by one of Moscow’s museums, 

will stand high on pedestals. The battle will take place on a field without goals, rules and, therefore, without 

winners, which makes it pointless from the outset. According to the artist, "in the world of real conflicts that 

are provoked for no valid reason it is especially important to show the meaninglessness of battles in the face 

of all-conquering Time". The installation will work in the interactive mode in sessions, for the remainder of the 

time it will be in a static "museum" mode.  

 

This is not the first time that Irina Nakhova has used images of classical art in her work. Classical art, as the 

cradle of visual art in general, and the ways of its interaction with today’s world is what interests the artist and 

becomes the main reason for her referring to museum exhibits. For Nakhova "ancient art has always been truly 

alive", that is why she has ventured to recreate the original idea of a work of art in this installation of battling 

sculptures: the warriors, frozen in time, are for the artist reminiscent of man’s games throughout the course of 

history. The artist raises the question of the role of the museum (as a comprehensive storehouse of time, 

culture and memory) in the contemporary world of confrontation between different cultures. According to the 

philosopher and culturologist Elena Petrovskaya, Irina Nakhova "brings new life to the museum" and its 

exhibits, which "acquire the status of works of art simply by the very fact of their appearance there". 

 

Irina Nakhova was born in 1955 in Moscow. She graduated from the Moscow Polygraphic Institute. She is a 

representative of Moscow Conceptualism. Irina Nakhova is one of the first Russian artists who started making 

installations, creating in her flat a series of large-scale projects "Rooms" in the mid-1980s. In 2013 Nakhova 

was the winner of the Kandinsky Prize in the category "Project of the Year", and in 2015 her works were 

exhibited in the Russian Pavilion at the 56th International Venice Biennale. In 2017 the InArt Project rated her 

in the top-5 acknowledged Russian artists. The artist’s last solo exhibition "Vzglyad" was held in 2016 in the 

Pushkin Museum, Moscow. Irina Nakhova’s works are in the collections of the Jane Voorhees Zimmerli Art 

Museum, the Norton and Nancy Dodge Collection, New Brunswick, USA; the Tate Modern, London; the State 

Tretyakov Gallery, the State Centre for Contemporary Art, the Moscow Museum of Modern Art and the Cultural 

Foundation "Ekaterina", Moscow. She lives in Moscow and New Jersey, USA. 


