
Billytown presents Vignette: And the Hippos Were Boiled in Their Tanks

Artists: Johnny Theodorus Wiekhart, Feiko Beckers, Alex Andropoulos, Robbin Heyker and 
Lucassen

First event Saturday 17.06.2017, from 17.00 to 21.00

Vignette: And the Hippos Were Boiled in Their Tanks is a continuous group show at the gallery in 
Billytown that begins June 17th. The exhibition at this state is an introduction to the opening that 
will follow later in September. The artists are invited to react to the surroundings and to the works 
of the other artists, and given the possibility to change, adjust, remove or add work. The whole 
period of the exhibition will be characterised by a certain state of ambivalence. 

Billytown has invited Johnny Theodorus Wiekhart, Feiko Beckers, Alex Andropoulos, Robbin 
Heyker and Lucassen to take part in these Vignettes. With a lot of maybes and possibilities.

The first part of the title refers to the term Vignette which can be translated in different ways, but 
here refers to a term used in post-modern theater. A vignette describes in a short but precise 
manner a character, idea or environment so that it becomes immediately clear. It questions the 
structure and conventions of the story line. Vignette in Billytown wants to open up the possibilities 
of the works, the location and the concept of the exhibition. 

The second part of the title refers to the novel ‘And the Hippos Were Boiled in Their Tanks’ (1945) 
by Jack Kerouac and William S. Burroughs. Instead of one writer creating all the characters, they 
both wrote their own character and created the book from this perspective, suddenly having to 
react to the changes of the other writer. 

We invite you to the first event of this exhibition and to follow it while it progresses. 

Simultaneous to this event, the exhibitions ‘Ach ja’ by Bernice Nauta and ‘The V-Machine’ in The 
Kitchen by Kolja Gollub, will be on view until July 1st.

—————————

Note for editors, not for publication: 
For more information or images please contact our gallery manager Sanne Luteijn.
E. sanne@billytown.org, T. +316 29483648 

Billytown, Capadosestraat 11, 2523 AB Den Haag
Visiting hours from Thursday till Saturday, 12.00 - 18.00 


