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 This Place is Nowhere is a part of an ongoing project by Juuso Noronkoski consisting of photo, video, object and 
text-based works. Noronkoski examines the borderlines of the photographic image in relation to its forms of perception 
in the real world - the demarcation between objects, images and writ ten language. More specif ical ly,  how each 
individual means of expression, with different temporal and material qualities, contribute to a common conversational 
space.   
 The photographs that are taken or found by the artist, are conceptually and physically modified in various ways. An 
intervention in an image, made with a definite intention, both disambiguates and reconstructs the meaning of the 
subject and also concurrently obscures the boundary that separates the surface from the surrounding space and the 
"real" from the "imaginary". By stressing the physicality of an object in relation to photographic imagery, Noronkoski 
aims to bridge the gap between here, the now and there, the latent and displaced. 
 The text, which is in the form of a poetic short story, narrates the artist ’ s thinking process that went behind his 
creation; however, it is left to the audience to understand if the text information accurately conveys the meanings 
indicated by the visual images. In other words, it is as if it were an experiment on ‘human empathy’ that has been 
related through words and images.
 At an apparent level, the motifs of Noronkoski’ s works appear concrete, however, when examined at a deeper level, a 
universality that spreads beyond a specific culture or place is revealed. The photographs are not only a gateway to 
another time and place, but also mirrors that reflect the actual act of seeing. 
 In this exhibition, which is also Noronkoski’ s first presentation in Japan, he poses a question on subject and place: 
the perceptive space in which an image is ever-evolving and displaced. What is an image that exists between the 
actual and the imaginary and where is that liminal space – at the feet, and in unknown atmospheres?
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About the works

An Ode to Absent Minds *fig.1  framed pigment print, flashlight  32 x 43 cm 2015
The encounter between an object and an image, light and printed matter, bring attention to paradigmatic shifts in cultural evolution. An Ode to 
Absent Minds is inspired by the writings of Tanizaki Jun’ ichirō and his book, In Praise of Shadows. Tanizaki argues that the purpose of 
electric light, foundational to the Western value system, was not to make reading or working easier, but to banish darkness and shadows into 
the furthermost corners of our everyday experience. Since Antiquity, light has been regarded as a metaphor for truth in the West, a way to 
eradicate the immoral and illusionary ways of life. While in the East, Tanizaki claims that “we find beauty not in the thing itself but in the 
patterns of shadows, the light and the darkness, that one thing against another creates … were it not for shadows, there would be no beauty.” 
(1) Tanizaki's metaphorical reading of light and darkness is further explored in An Ode to Absent Minds in which a flashlight is placed on top 
of a framed photograph depicting a shadow of a burning candle. The electric light beam of the flashlight creates an illusion of a flame, which 
appears on top of the candle’ s shadow. 
(1) Tanizaki, Jun’ ichirō 1933/1977. In Praise of Shadows. English translations by Leete's Islands Books, Inc, Stony Creek, CT. 

To See How the Moon Sees *fig.2  rolled pigment print, steel tripod, spotlight 200x150cm 2016
A roll of a large photograph of a blue sky is placed on a tripod to resemble a telescope. As the viewer gazes through the outer end of the 
narrowing telescope towards the ground, a moon can be seen illuminating a darkened sky. The work refers to the famous photograph, 
Earthrise by astronaut William Anders wherein Earth is seen floating in the dark above the horizon of the Moon. The image was captured on 
the Apollo 8 in 1968 and even though it was just a byproduct of a space mission, it fundamentally changed the way we see the ground 
underneath our feet. For the first time, people were able to see how the moon sees us.
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Juuso Noronkoski

Born in Helsinki in 1983. Lives and works in Helsinki. Received master 's degree in Photography from Aalto University. 
Through the installation works combining various media, he considers the boundary between the photo image and the 
real world. He belongs to the Helsinki School* and recently participated in artist residency programs in Berlin and New 
York.
http://www.juusonoronkoski.com/

The Helsinki School*

A photographer education model and a group of photographers. It represents a selected group of photographers and was 
founded in the 1990s by Timothy Persons, a lecturer at Aalto University School of Arts, Design and Architecture, 
Helsinki. The group comprises student and graduate members from Aalto University. Unlike the Bechcher School in the 
Kunstakademie Düsseldorf, the style of the expression in the Helsinki School varies greatly depending on the artist. 
Further, it is characteristically dedicated to high technical level and thorough conceptual design in terms of photographic 
expression. This School opened the WEB gallery right from the advent of the Internet to introduce artists to overseas as 
well as those established in Gallery Taik Persons in Berlin in 2003. By actively participating in art fairs and organising 
exhibitions using the name of the group all around the world, they internationally established a high evaluation of Finnish 
contemporary photographs.
http://helsinkischool.fi/

2

1983  Born in Helsinki, Finland

2015  Aalto University School of Arts, Design and Architecture
           MA degree in Photography, Helsinki, FI
2010  Lahti Institute of Design / BA in photography, Lahti
2007  Gerrit Rietveld Academie / Photography department, Amsterdam, Holland
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2016  This Place Is Nowhere, Künstlerhaus Bethanien, Berlin, DE
2015  Re-interpreting the Frame, w/ Mikko Rikala, 
           The Finnish Museum of Photography, FI
2014  Between the Flashes of the Lighhthouse, w/Maanantai Collective
           Gallery Taik Perons, DE
2013  The Allure of Light, Photographic Art 2013, Lahti Art Museum, FI
2012  VOry, group exhibition, Helsinki Photographic Biennale
           Jukka Male Museum, Helsinki, FI
2011  Photomeetings Luxembourg - Voyer, group exhibition
           Galerie Clairefontaine, LU
2008  Young Guns, group exhibition, Jukka Male Museum, Helsinki, FI

Residencies
2015  Künstlerhaus Bethanien, Berlin, DE
2017  TRYANGLE NYC, New York, USA

Works in Collections
The Finnish State Art Deposit Collection
The Finnish Musemum of Photography
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This Place is Nowhere

Sep. 8th fri - Oct. 7th sat

Opening Reception: Sep. 8th fri 18:00-

Open:  Tue-Sat　11:00 – 19:00　Closed: Sun, Mon and Public holidays
Admission Free

Artist Talk: Sep. 8th fri 19:00-

The contemporary art gallery opened in July 2016 in Daikanyama, 
Tokyo.  It has a unique space with 2 floors and also offers artist
residency facilities.  “LOKO” means “place” in Esperanto. And the
gallery endeavors to create a place for the cultivation of emerging
artists and to promote open communications among all people in 
the art community.

12-6 Uguisudani-cho, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150-0032 JAPAN
TEL：+81-(0)3-6455-1376  FAX : +81-(0)3-6455-1378
MAIL：info@lokogallery.com
URL：http://lokogallery.com
6 min walk from Daikanyama Sta. 10 min walk from Shibuya Sta.


