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LACMA-ORGANIZED EXHIBITION AT 18TH STREET ARTS CENTER EMERGES FROM YEARS OF 
INTENSIVE ARTIST RESIDENCIES  

 

 
Oscar Santillán, The Whisperer, 2014. Event documented on video. A bird sound is embodied by a 
long human chain. Courtesy of the artist. 
 
SANTA MONICA, CA – 18th Street Arts Center, in collaboration with LACMA, presents A 
Universal History of Infamy: Virtues of Disparity, part of the Getty-led initiative Pacific Standard 
Time LA/LA. The exhibition, which runs from September 9 - December 15, 2017, at 18th Street 
Arts Center (and simultaneously at LACMA and Charles White Elementary) not only features 
contemporary discipline-defying Latino/a artists from Latin America and the United States, but 
over the past two years, the majority of the artists have worked in research residencies at 18th 
Street Arts Center, conceptualizing and researching new work for the show. 



 

 
18th Street Arts Center will exhibit Virtues of Disparity as part of a three-venue exhibition,  which 
also includes LACMA (the organizers of the exhibition); and Charles White Elementary School. 
 
A Universal History of Infamy: Virtues of Disparity at 18th Street Arts Center is structured around 
themes of likeness and deception, and considers the shortcomings of different systems of 
writing, transcriptions, and their contested relation to authenticity. This international exhibition 
and collaboration is organized by LACMA, and has been cultivated at 18th Street Arts Center 
with artist research residencies. Each artist, having lived and worked all over Latin America, 
Europe, and Los Angeles, shares an introspective and critical approach to the spaces and 
structures that define these locations. Their work recontextualizes boundaries and engages with 
the diasporic qualities of being Latino/a.  
 
The title for the exhibition is borrowed from Jorge Luis Borges’s A Universal History of Infamy, a 
1935 collection of short stories in which the Argentinian author draws on disparate literary 
sources—from Mark Twain to Japanese tales—to devise an incomplete encyclopedic volume on 
iniquity. The “A” that begins the title points to the limitation of a singular “universal” history or 
comprehensive survey. Similarly, through their artworks, artists in the exhibition challenge any 
notion of absoluteness with regard to what constitutes Latin America and its diaspora in the 
United States, the art that can be associated with it, and how to approach this complex region.  
 
About the Artists 
 
Venezuelan artist Ángela Bonadíes has focused her primarily photographic practice on 
documenting the living and stoically present archives from such personal and national 
collections as trophies from a marathon runner, collections from an entomologist and botanist, 
The National Archives of Mexico, and the archive from the National Cinematheque of 
Venezuela. During her residency at 18th Street Arts Center, Bonadíes explored and researched 
museums, libraries, archives, historic neighborhoods of Los Angeles, including structures of 
renowned architects, such as the Eames House by Charles and Ray Eames. Regarding her first 
impression of Los Angeles, Bonadíes says, “What seems more interesting is the feeling that no 
one finishes seeing the city because I feel it is made up of many cities and many villages, or 
these fantastic things are always happening... in that sense it is a city of nooks.” 
 
Collaborators Tamar Guimarães (Brazil/Denmark) and Kasper Akhøj (Denmark) are film and 
video artists whose work has focused on Brazilian Spiritism, stimulating the dark similarities 
between such popular spiritists and communities as the Brazilian psychic, Francisco Candido 
Xavier and the small town of Palmelo in Brazil. Guimarães has explored the 1960s and 70s 
Brazilian intersections of corrupt politics through the mysticism and following of spiritism, which 
presents guides and ways eerily in line with political agendas. In Guimarães’ and Akhøj’s 
2-month research residency at 18th Street Art Center, they created physically realized mind 
maps of their art and research. Guimarães on Los Angeles: “Connecting one’s ongoing 
research with new places is a little like acquiring an accent in the way you speak. It might take a 
while but sooner or later places affect you deeply.” 
 



 

Mapa Teatro is based in Bogotá, Colombia, where the Swiss founders grew up. Founded in 
1984 by Swiss sibling team Rolf, Heidi, and Elizabeth Abderhalden, the collective has created 
performance and theater productions around such themes as the opposing yet synchronistic 
representations of violence and politics versus innocence, celebration, and civilians. For their 
one-month residency at 18th Street Arts Center in July 2015, they were joined by Colombian 
artist Ximena Vargas and Mexican artist Juan Ernesto Diaz.  
 
From Argentina to Berlin, artists Dolores Zinny and Juan Maidagan (who go by the artist 
collective zinny-maidagan) have been producing large-scale installations for over two decades 
as a means to investigate architecture through the history of a site, challenging traditional 
notions around exhibition and museum space, and creating new meanings. With each piece, 
they seek to "give a reading of the space that doesn't erase the history or the characteristics of 
the place where it is shown." A series of works in the last decade reflect these ways of engaging 
and preserving art institutions and practices by utilizing curtains and other fabric covers in their 
installations to evoke the stage, performance, and what is concealed and revealed therein. 
During their residency at 18th Street Arts Center and as participants in Pacific Standard Time: 
LA/LA, Zinny and Maidagan had full access to the Getty archives where they spent time 
researching, meeting with Getty scholars, and attending public programs at the museum and 
around town.  
 
Naufus Ramírez-Figueroa, performance and installation artist, is originally from Guatemala, but 
due to the Guatemalan Civil War, Ramírez-Figueroa and his family became refugees who were 
granted asylum in Vancouver, Canada. His journey as a refugee was lined with struggle and 
trauma, “We would just bare all of our misery for some part of the government, or even 
international law so that they would allow us to live in their country," Ramírez-Figueroa says. 
"Trauma is something that doesn't fit into the narrative of your life, it stands out…”, and in his 
work, this trauma has been represented in bright colors. These bright colors, otherwise 
associated with joy, are an example of the innocent symbols and images Ramírez-Figueroa 
uses in his pieces, such as rainbows, moose dolls, and American images of his childhood, 
complicating the guise of the unthreatening with politics and aggression.  For Ramírez-Figueroa, 
Los Angeles is a complicated city, being both a refuge to other Central Americans, and a place 
of struggle for refugees - to belong, to keep one’s identity, and to make it home. "I do have a lot 
of misunderstandings and a lot of trepidation around this city, because within the larger narrative 
of Central America, it's a place that has not been that easy."  
 
A Universal History of Infamy is presented as part of the Getty’s Pacific Standard Time: LA/LA 
initiative, and curated by Rita Gonzalez, curator and acting department head of contemporary 
art at LACMA; José Luis Blondet, curator of special initiatives at LACMA; and Pilar Tompkins 
Rivas, director of the Vincent Price Art Museum.  
 
Pacific Standard Time: LA/LA is a far-reaching and ambitious exploration of Latin American and 
Latino art in dialogue with Los Angeles, taking place from September 2017 through January 
2018 at more than 70 cultural institutions across Southern California. Pacific Standard Time is 
an initiative of the Getty. The presenting sponsor is Bank of America. 
 



 

Major support of the exhibition and residencies is provided through grants from the Getty              
Foundation. 

Additional support for artist residencies related to the exhibition was generously supported by             
Baik Art. 

  

 
 
 

### 
 
EXHIBITION VENUES 

    
18th Street Arts Center 
September 9 - December 15, 2017  
1639 18th St., Santa Monica, CA 90404  
Monday–Friday: 11 am–5:30 pm  

 
Los Angeles County Museum of Art 
August 20, 2017 - February 19, 2018  
5905 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90036 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 11 am–5 
pm Friday: 11 am–8 pm 
Saturday, Sunday: 10 am–7 pm 

 
Charles White Elementary School 
November 18, 2017 - June 10, 2018  
2401 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90057 

 
 
 
RELATED EVENTS AT 18th Street Arts Center 
 
OPENING RECEPTION 
A Universal History of Infamy: Virtues of Disparity 



 

September 9, 2017 | 5-9 PM 
Performative Borges reading and dance party 
Music by Chulita Vinyl Club; Free Taco Bar by Rancho’s 
 
Pico Block Party: Translation 
Saturday, October 14, 2017 | 1-4 PM 
Campus-wide event 
Food trucks, music, open studios, performances, and more 
 
Westside PST:LA/LA Highlight Weekend 
October 28-29, 2017 | 11 AM-5 PM 
Special weekend hours Sat & Sun 
 
Opening Reception 
Art as Education 
Wednesday, Dec 9th | 4-6 PM 
Local middle school student responses to works in A Universal History of Infamy: Virtues of 
Disparity 
 
List of Featured Artists: 
Ángela Bonadíes (Venezuela) ✜★ 
Mariana Castillo Deball (Mexico/Germany)✜★ 
Carolina Caycedo (Los Angeles) ★ 
Josefina Guilisasti (Chile) ★ 
Tamar Guimarães (Brazil/Denmark) and Kasper Akhøj (Denmark)✜  
Runo Lagomarsino (Sweden/Brazil)✜★ 
Fernanda Laguna (Argentina) ★ 
Michael Linares (Puerto Rico) ✜★ 
Mapa Teatro (Colombia) ✜★ 
Naufus Ramírez-Figueroa (Guatemala) ✜★ 

NuMu [Stefan Benchoam, Jessica Kairé] (Guatemala) ✜ 
Gala Porras-Kim (Colombia/Los Angeles)★ 
Vincent Ramos (Los Angeles) 
Oscar Santillán (Ecuador/The Netherlands) ★ 
Carla Zaccagnini (Argentina/Brazil)✜★ 



 

Zinny & Maidagan (Argentina/Germany)✜★ 
✜ Artist in residence at 18th Street| ★ presented in Virtues of Disparity at 18th Street 

 
This exhibition was organized by the Los Angeles County Museum of Art. 
 
LINKS: 
 
http://18thstreet.org/pstlala 
 
 
18TH STREET ARTS CENTER is the largest artist residency program in Southern California. Our 
mission is to provoke public dialogue through contemporary art-making, and elevate the work 
of artists as necessary to a just, healthy, and vibrant society.   
  
Additional information: 18thstreet.org 
 
Follow 18th Street on social media: 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/18thStreetArt 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/18thStreetArts 
Instagram: http://instagram.com/18thstreetarts 
Tumblr: http://18thstreetarts.tumblr.com 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/user/18thStreetArts 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/user/18thStreetArts
http://www.facebook.com/18thStreetArt
http://18thstreetarts.tumblr.com/
https://www.kcet.org/shows/artbound/naufus-ramirez-figueroas-color-and-tone-metaphors
http://instagram.com/18thstreetarts
http://twitter.com/18thStreetArts

