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Collective is delighted to present The Last Hour!, a new project curated by Timothea 
Armour, as part of Satellites Programme 2017.  

The Last Hour! takes its title from a chapter of The Pub and the People, a Mass Observation 
study from 1938 that examined the pub as a British institution. It incorporates a new 
newspaper distributed to 80+ pubs within a mile of Collective, a commission in the 
windows of Collective’s soon-to-be-decommissioned temporary gallery, and a series of 
events. These all draw on the study and will borrow techniques used by Mass Observation 
– a pioneering, but flawed, sociological study, carried out by anonymous observers, living 
and working as participating members of the community – to consider the contemporary 
state of the pub, the meaning of ownership, and the potential future of the public house.  
 
The Last Hour! is centred on a new newspaper of the same name, co-edited by Timothea 
Armour and artists Lloyd and Wilson. It will include texts Just a Greasy Machine: Pubs, 
Authenticity and the Uncanny Valley by Christopher Rountree, Are Landlords Artists by 
Toby Lloyd, and Let’s forget everything and get drunk by Andrew Wilson. Other 
contributions include a collaboration with research scientist Janelle Shane on the 
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production of AI-generated pub names and a cartoon strip from Malcy Duff, of 
experimental electro-acoustic band Usurper. Usurper will also perform at the iconic 
Waverley Bar, the closure and subsequent refurbishment of which has been a catalyst for 
The Last Hour!.  
 
Toby Lloyd and Andrew Wilson have been invited to create an installation in the windows 
of Collective’s temporary gallery, which will soon be decommissioned in anticipation of the 
opening of Collective’s new home at the City Observatory on Calton Hill. Echoing the 
appearance of a closed pub and taking the form of an expanded mind-map, the installation 
presents ideas and questions surrounding the pub as a subjective and emotionally loaded 
site.  
 
The programme of events will culminate with the screening of Public House by Sarah 
Turner at Cameo Picturehouse, a cinematic portrait of the London pub The Ivy House, and 
the community of locals and regulars who saved it from closure and redevelopment into 
flats.  
 
Timothea Armour lives and works in Edinburgh as an artist and bartender. She graduated 
from MA(Hons) Fine Art at Edinburgh College of Art in 2014 and is a committee member at 
Rhubaba gallery and studios.  
 
Artists & Contributors 
Toby Lloyd and Andrew Wilson have worked collaboratively since 2012, build environments 
that encourage others to communicate and challenge one another’s experiences of 
everyday life. Borrowing from the furniture and customs of the Public House, there works 
have included bar installations, newspapers, radio broadcasts, billboards and home brewed 
beer.  
 
Sarah Turner is a filmmaker as well as a shareholder of The Ivy House pub. Her previous 
feature films include Ecology, 2007 and Perestroika, 2009.  
 
Christopher Rountree is a writer and independent researcher based in London.  
 
Usurper are a duo from Edinburgh, formed by Ali Robertson and Malcy Duff in 2003. They 
have released over 40 recordings on a variety of labels and toured across Britain, Central 
Europe and America, including a performance commissioned by the BBC for Tectonics in 
Glasgow and a residency at Ptarmigan in Helsinki.  
 
Janelle Shane is a research scientist. She works with neural networks and blogs about the 
intersection between art and science in her spare time.  
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The Last Hour! Events Programme 
 

- Preview and newspaper launch, 22 September, 6—8pm 
- Mass Observation field trip, 7 October, 3.30pm  
- Open discussion with Timothea Armour and Lloyd and Wilson, 21 October, 

Collective, 3.30pm  
- Performance by Usurper at The Waverley Bar, 21 October, 7.30pm  
- Screening of Public House by Sarah Turner at Cameo Picturehouse, 5 November, 

3.30pm 
 
Notes to Editors  
 

- Collective is a contemporary visual arts organisation that brings people together 
around the production and presentation of new work.  

- Satellites Programme is Collective’s development programme for emergent artists 
and producers based in Scotland. Satellites Programme 2017 includes solo-
exhibitions and projects by Timothea Armour, Alex Impey, Grace Johnston, Adam 
Lewis Jacob, and Ross Little. 

- For more information and images please contact Eric Hildrew 
erichildrew@collectivegallery.net or 0131 556 1264. 
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