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Major Klimt Exhibition Comes to San Francisco 

      
 

Announcing KLIMT & RODIN: An Artistic Encounter 
Legion of Honor | October 14, 2017 – January 28, 2018 

 
SAN FRANCISCO (July 11, 2017) — The Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco are proud to present 

KLIMT & RODIN: An Artistic Encounter, opening at the Legion of Honor in October, on the occasion of 

the 100th anniversary of the deaths of Auguste Rodin in November 1917 and Gustav Klimt in February 

1918. The exhibition will celebrate the legacies of these two pioneers, who each broke the reigning 

aesthetic boundaries of the time to find new vocabularies and create powerful agendas for modern 

painting and sculpture. Arranged in dialogue with the Legion of Honor’s acclaimed collection of Rodin 

works, KLIMT & RODIN will provide an incredibly rare opportunity for American audiences to see a range 

of signature works by the Austrian master Klimt, many of which will travel to the U.S. for the first time.  

 

“This will be an exceptional and breathtaking opportunity to experience the art of Gustav 

Klimt in San Francisco,” says Max Hollein, Director and CEO of the Fine Arts Museums 

of San Francisco. “And as a native Viennese, I am especially proud that we are able to 

present the beloved works by Klimt at the Legion of Honor. With our important Rodin 

collection, we are perfectly situated to engage Klimt’s masterpieces in dialogue with 

Rodin’s oeuvre.” 

 

This first major Klimt exhibition on the West Coast will survey the span of the artist’s practice. Among the 

33 works by Klimt that will be exhibited are iconic paintings, such as Nuda Veritas (1899), Klimt’s 

response to the conservative views of the art establishment, on loan from the Österreichisches 

Theatermuseum; Upper Austrian Farmhouse (1911), in his landscape style, loaned by the Belvedere in 

Vienna; Portrait of Ria Munk III (1917) from the Lewis Collection; and The Virgin (1913), loaned from the 

http://legionofhonor.famsf.org/exhibitions/klimt-rodin-artistic-encounter
https://goo.gl/photos/DdW6QnwW1b5aj8UNA
https://goo.gl/photos/DdW6QnwW1b5aj8UNA
https://goo.gl/photos/DdW6QnwW1b5aj8UNA
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National Gallery in Prague, in which Klimt’s use of color is on full display.  

 

“This exhibition will provide an insight into leading art developments in Europe at the turn 

of the century through the lens of two of its most important artists,” adds curator Tobias 

G. Natter. “It marks the very first time a full survey of Klimt’s works with some of his most 

outstanding masterpieces will be exhibited in California.” 

 

Setting the context for the exhibition will be two seven-foot-tall panels reproduced from one of Klimt’s 

most celebrated works, the Beethoven Frieze (1902). The exhibition copy of the frieze will give American 

audiences a special opportunity to experience the iconic work outside of Vienna. Widely regarded as the 

start of Klimt’s “golden period”, the frieze was painted for the 14th Vienna Secessionist exhibition in 

celebration of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony and illustrates the human desire for happiness in a 

tempestuous world marked by suffering.  

 

A key moment of the exhibition will be the meeting between Klimt and Rodin in 1902. While Klimt, the 

president of the Vienna Secession, was still developing his signature style, Rodin was at the peak of his 

international fame. Vienna was honored to welcome the sculptor, who had exhibited several key works at 

the Vienna Secession — one of the most innovative manifestations of Viennese Modernism — the year 

prior. Rodin visited the exhibition in person and was fascinated by its temple-like space and the 

groundbreaking Beethoven Frieze, which lead to a meeting between the two artists. KLIMT & RODIN will 

stage another encounter between the two artists for the first time in more than a century.   

 

“Rodin’s work represents modernity in sculpture and the rejection of the academic 

tradition, and has inspired admirers and followers all over the world.” states Martin 

Chapman, curator in charge of European decorative arts and sculpture at the Fine Arts 

Museums. “It’s a great pleasure to be able to show our extraordinary holdings with a rich 

trove of paintings and sketches by Klimt from significant collections around the world.”   

 

25 sculptures and works on paper by Rodin from the Fine Arts Museums’ collection will provide visual 

dialogues with the works by Klimt. The exhibition is thematically arranged around the Vienna Secession, 

Rodin’s 1901 exhibition in Vienna, Rodin’s 1902 visit to Vienna, Klimt’s landscapes and Rodin’s surfaces, 

and the depiction of women  for both artists an eternal source of inspiration  exploring shared touch 

points and developments in the two artists’ practices throughout.  

 

Klimt’s portrait style will be represented through his modern paintings of society women, such as Portrait 

of Sonja Knips (1898), Johanna Staude (1917-18), and The Black Feathered Hat (1910), the latter from a 

period when the French influence in Klimt’s work was particularly strong. Also on view will be a number of 

erotic drawings, highlighting his preoccupation with the female body. Klimt’s landscape paintings, 
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revealing his independence of form, represent another significant genre in the exhibition; from the early 

impressionist On Lake Attersee (1900), to the later Italian Garden Landscape (1913), engaging more 

expressive brushwork and color.  

 
The Legion of Honor is the sole venue for the exhibition, which will be on view from October 14, 2017 

through January 28, 2018. The exhibition is guest curated by Dr. Tobias G. Natter; leading Klimt scholar, 

previous director of the Leopold Museum and former curator in chief at the Belvedere in Vienna, with 

contribution from Martin Chapman, curator in charge of European decorative arts and sculpture at the 

Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco. 

 
Media Image Gallery 

www.famsf.org | @legionofhonor | #KlimtxRodin  

 
Visiting the Legion of Honor 
Lincoln Park, 100 34th Avenue, San Francisco. Open 9:30 a.m.–5:15 p.m., Tuesdays–Sundays.  
Open select holidays, closed most Mondays. 
 
Tickets 
For adults, tickets are $30. Dual exhibition tickets, which also grant access to Gods in Color: Polychromy in the 
Ancient World, are $35. Discounts for students, youth and seniors are available. Members and children five 
and under receive free admission. More information regarding tickets to KLIMT & RODIN can be found at 
legionofhonor.famsf.org/legion/visiting. 
 
Exhibition Catalogue 
A comprehensive and richly illustrated catalogue will be published on occasion of KLIMT & RODIN. The 
publication will include essays by exhibition curator Tobias G. Natter; Martin Chapman; Mathias Haldermann, 
Kunsthaus Zug, Switzerland; Michael Kausch Institut für Kunstwissenschaft; and Renée Price, Neue Galerie, 
New York. Hardcover, approximately 200 pages, the catalogue will be available for purchase in the museum 
book store, as well as online.  
 
Exhibition Organization 
This exhibition is organized by the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco. Presenting Sponsors: John A. and 
Cynthia Fry Gunn, and Diane B. Wilsey. Curator’s Circle: Ray and the Dagmar Dolby Family Fund, The Harris 
Family, Carole McNeil, Gladyne Kenderdine Mitchell, and The Bernard Osher Foundation. Patron’s Circle: 
Frances F. Bowes, Mrs. William Hamilton, Christine and Pierre Lamond, Diane L. Morris, and David A. 
Wollenberg. Additional support is provided by Alexandria J. Albers, Mrs. Connie Goodyear Baron and Dr. Barry 
C. Baron, George and Leslie Hume, Merrill Lynch, Thomas and Shelagh Rohlen, Dorothy Saxe, Sotheby’s, and 
Susan and Jim Swartz. 
 
About the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco  
The Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco oversee the de Young, located in Golden Gate Park, and the Legion 
of Honor, in Lincoln Park. It is the largest public art institution in San Francisco, and one of the most visited art 
institutions in the United States. 
  
The Legion of Honor was inspired by the French pavilion at San Francisco’s Panama-Pacific International 
Exposition of 1915 and, like that structure, was modeled after the neoclassical Palais de la Légion d’Honneur in 
Paris. The museum, designed by George Applegarth, opened in 1924 on a bluff in Lincoln Park overlooking the 
Golden Gate. Its holdings span 4,000 years and include European painting, sculpture, and decorative arts; 
ancient art from the Mediterranean basin; and the largest collection of works on paper in the American West. 
 
Media Contacts 
Helena Nordstrom, International Public Relations Manager, hnordstrom@famsf.org | 415.750.7608 
Miriam Newcomer, Director of Public Relations, mnewcomer@famsf.org | 415.750.3554 
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Image credits (L−R): Gustav Klimt, Johanna Staude, 1917-18, Oil on canvas 70 x 50 cm Österreichische Galerie Belvedere; Auguste Rodin, The Kiss, ca. 1884. Bronze, 59.1 x 
36.2 x 37.9 cm (23 ¼ x 14 ¼ x 14 15/16 in.). Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, Gift of Alma de Bretteville Spreckels, 1941.34.8; Gustav Klimt, The Virgin ,1913, Oil on 
canvas, 190 x 200 cm, National Gallery Prague. All images courtesy of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco. 


