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Nasim Davari defies our aesthetic conventions. She continues her interest in hybrid 
forms, and elicits a sense of wonder in her mysterious creations. For the viewer it is the 
ultimate unknown, for artist it is her Personal Encyclopedia, her cosmology*, her tribe, 
lost in time. Stocked in a world that has no beginning and no end. They sometimes 
resemble people from here or there but ultimately they are their own creatures.  Each 
have their own life that they have carved for themselves. They are there and their 
presence can not be ignored. Each painting is an independent work but they are all 
linked with threads and colors and composition, allowing the viewer to glide in this 
incredible world. A world apart, forgotten but obviously not neglected, of a people who 
live in periphery, distant yet accessible.   

The meta mythical fantasia of Nasim Davari is an unconscious world, an extraordinary 
plenitude of disorienting detail. All these vivid images and impossible juxtapositions and 
reveries are part of her fantasia. A world hard to adjust to but once first shock waves 
are absorbed and upon reflection, the bizarreness no longer appears all that unusual. 

Following in footsteps of Abu Yahaya Zakariya Qazwini*, the 13thcentury Persian 
intelligentsia; Geographer, Astronomer and extraordinary writer, who created the 
immensely popular “Marvels of Creatures and the Strange Things Existing”, our young 
artist pictures the perplexing creatures that in her case reside in her own subconscious. 
In Qazwini’s classification there are seven types of living creatures – man, jinn, animals 
used for riding, animals that graze, beasts, birds and insects – and strange creatures. 

The bizarre worlds of Nasim Davari are colorful. The vivid colors that are now an 
essential part of her practice, are soothing and strong and unique. She proposes a 
parallel world of mystery and fantasia and deep compassion. It’s best not to try and 
explain this magical world but to float in the wonder that she creates. Stepping away 
from these paintings the world is once again factual and mundane.  

  

  

 



*Cosmology; Muslim cosmography had its origins in the Greek cosmographyical 
literature and was especially influenced by the works of Aristotle, but the first Muslim 
cosmographical works were not written until the twelfth century 

*Abu Yahya Zakariya' ibn Muhammad al-Qazwini (أبو یحیی زکریاء بن محمد القزویني) 
or Zakariya Qazvini (Persian: زکریا قزوینی)  (1283–1203) creator of titled "Marvels of 
Creatures and the Strange Things Existing" (عجائب المخلوقات وغرائب الموجودات). 
Qazwini also wrote a futuristic proto-science fiction titled; Awaj bin Anfaq (أوج بن أنفاق), 
about a man who travelled to Earth from a distant planet.( Wikipedia).  

 


