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Anna Marra Contemporanea is pleased to present a dual personal exhibition curated by Giorgia 
Calò, entitled “The Scope of Reason”, that brings together two painters, Khen Shish (Safed 1970) 
and Veronica Botticelli (Rome 1979). The idea for this exhibition was born from a desire to 
understand some of the aspects that move painting today, painting in which the meeting of 
figurative and abstract seems more natural than vital and reaches an extraordinary equilibrium. 
  
Both these artists work on large formats and both use drawings on paper to complement their 
respective research, Shish carefully considers the lessons of German expressionism and Trans-
avant-garde (she lived a few years in Berlin and Rome), as well as to the canons of an earlier 
generation of Israeli painters. Botticelli’s art on the other hand comes from an entirely Italian 
tradition or more accurately Roman, from the School of Piazza del Popolo to the School of San 
Lorenzo. 
Gestures, intuitive those of Khen and more reflexive those of Veronica, and a continuous redefining 
of the image, as if the artist were unable to stop her execution and consider the work completed 
are common to both. This approach to work - explains Giorgia Calò - is extremely feminine and 
maternal: first a period of gestation, then an almost symbiotic relation and finally the trauma of 
parting. Both also have secret places in their memories to which they can go in search, to bring out 
parts of their subconscious which they express through small clues scattered around their 
canvases. 
 
Khen Shish’s painting is carnal, based on order and disorder in which violent colours and strokes, 
iconic and aniconic images, form and abstraction alternate. She hates frames and anything that can 
contain, delineate and confine her dynamic painting within established boundaries. Her works, 
pure fantasy, seem escape routes from reality, at times leading us to fantasy worlds and at others 
as scenography for nightmares. On the other hand this seems the artist’s intention, the nature of 
human beings is made of joy and pain, anguish and happiness. Khen’s images crystalise to repeat 
themselves as flowers, hearts or eyes, characterised by strokes that almost slice into the canvas, 
from her loud colours to black which seems to dominate. And then there is the intaglio into paper, 
made with gesture and action that removes the painting from any reality. 
 
Veronica Botticelli’s iconography instead, can be summed up in a single theme with its thousand 
facets and meanings: Singer, yes none other than that famous sewing machine our mothers and 
grandmothers used, the symbol par excellence of a certain type of femininity, perhaps lost, and of 
manual skills that suggest the creative act. The artist seems to have frozen the image and now she 
presents it on structured backgrounds of large fields of colour, on which she intervenes by applying 
paper that then becomes one with the canvas. Veronica has chosen this object precisely because of 
its strong poetic message, making it the custodian of memories, both personal and collective, in 
which we mix the nostalgic thoughts we have as we gaze at a work that suggests to us the 
enchantment of a lost past. 
 
This exhibition is sponsored and in part financed by the Israeli Embassy to Italy - Cultural Office and 
by Fondazione Italia-Israele per la Cultura e le Arti. 



ANNA MARRA 
CONTEMPORANEA 
 
 

ANNA MARRA CONTEMPORANEA | via sant’angelo in pescheria 32 – 00186 Rome (Italy) | ph. +39 06 97612389 
info@annamarracontemporanea.it | www.annamarracontemporanea.it | Tuesday to Saturday, 3.30pm - 7.30pm 

  

Veronica Botticelli | Rome, 1979 

 
Veronica Botticelli graduated from the Accademia di Belle Arti of Rome and began exhibiting in 2004, 
participating in “Cortilarte”, a collective exhibition organised by the Casa Della Letteratura a San Lorenzo. In 
2006 she was awarded first prize in the national competition for the visual arts organised by ANMII and INAIL 
in Palazzo della Cancelleria in Rome. During the same year she exhibited at a personal Ateliers d’Artista in 
the library of Villa Mercede in collaboration with Pastificio Cerere Foundation. 
After participating in several collective exhibitions in 2010, Fabio Sargentini curated her personal exhibition 
“Un quadro nel teatro” in the L’Attico Gallery in Rome. In 2011, during a stay in New York, she exhibited at 
L.E.S. Gallery and the CSV Center of New York. In 2012 she was one of the young artists chosen for the 5th 
edition of the VAF Award with an itinerant exhibition at Stadtgalerie in Keil, Museum Biedermann, 
Donauschingen both in Germany and at the CIAC, Centro per l’Atre Contemporanea, at Castello Colonna in 
Genazzano. 
She received the young artist prize of 2014 from the Accademia di San Luca. 
In 2015 she was a finalist for the Terna Prize in the painting section. 
She lives and works in Rome. 
 

Khen Shish | Safed, 1970 
 
Khen Shish is of Israeli-Tunisian decent artist. She received her MFA at the Bezalel Academy of Arts and 
Design, Jerusalem (1997-1999).  
Shish works in a wide range of techniques: paintings, drawings, collage, wall paintings and installations. Her 
works have been exhibited in leading museums and galleries in Israel and abroad and being included in 
many solo and group shows. Among them: 
NordArt, Kunstwerk, Büdelsdorf, Germany (2016), ZDSLU Gallery, Ljubljana, Slovenia (2016), Gordon Gallery, 
Tel Aviv (2015), Galerie Le Minotaure, Paris (2014), C1 Gallery, Berlin (2014), The Israel Museum, Jerusalem 
(2011), Tel Aviv Museum of Art, Tel Aviv (2011), Ashdod Art Museum, Ashdod (2010), Hagalleria, Paris (2009), 
Naomi Arin Gallery, Las Vegas, Nevada (2009), Habers Gallery, Vienna (2008), Alon Segev Gallery, Tel Aviv 
(2008), Kodra Visual Art Festival, Thessaloniki (2006), OK Center for Contemporary Art, Linz, Austria (2003), 
RAM Foundation Gallery, Rotterdam (2002), Wigmore Fine Art Gallery, London (2000). 
Shish have been awarded the Landau Foundation Prize for Painting (2013), the Legacy Heritage Fund Prize, 
Tel Aviv Museum of Art (2007) and Eugen Kolb Foundation Award (2003). She works and live in Tel-Aviv. 
 


