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If the traveller sees through the apparatus that moves him through the world, in this series landscape 
and apparatus become one. 
Finding a new viewpoint, from which to question the viewer’s position, is a recurrent practice in my 
oeuvre.  
Tatiana Macedo   
Orientalism and Reverse creates an atmosphere of disorientation. The artist 
brings her camera close to the windows of holiday buses in the hybrid capital of 
Shanghai. Tourists come in groups and stay for a short moment, in and out. Ma-
cedo approaches their vehicle of protection, their moving shells, stubbornly 
standing in the dirt and dust of unfinished car parks, somewhere beside the 
spectacle. Within the depicted reflection of each window one is able to recog-
nize traces of an urban environment, which remains rather unspecific, as these 
traces give no clear indication of the buses’ whereabouts.  
The depth created here takes the viewer into the picture somewhere behind or 
between the curtains. The fabric becomes so vivid that it no longer reads as a 
tourist bus. This transformation of something fluid into something solid seems 
like an orientalist manifesto: simultaneously the object of desire becomes over-
tly clear and unclear. Collecting contemporary moments of collective Chinese 
identity produces a situation within which you lose your traces. E. W. Said writes 
in his book “Orientalism” (1978) that notions such as modernity, enlightenment 
and democracy, are by no means simple and agreed-upon concepts that one 
does or does not find, (like Easter eggs, in the living room). Rightly so, Macedo 
approaches somebody else’s window before she enters.  
Susanne Weiß independent curator 
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Tatiana Macedo (1981)  
Born in Portugal of Angolan ascendance, Tatiana Macedo grew up and 
studied in Lisbon and London. Macedo works across mediums such as 
installation, photography, cinema, sound and their expanded forms. Her 
debut film was entirely shot at Tate Britain and Tate Modern and in 2015 
she was the first winner of the Sonae Media Art Award. During  2016 she 
was an artist in Residence at Künstlerhaus Bethanien, Berlin, supported 
by the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation.  
Her work is of great critical, conceptual and technical accuracy in an ex-
ploratory and enquiry way. Macedo shows internationally and lives and 
works between Lisbon and Berlin.         
 



   
 

    

Orientalism and Reverse, 2008 - 2017 
Pigment prints on Hahnemühle Fine Art Paper



  

Orientalism and Reverse, 2008 - 2017 
Pigment prints on Hahnemühle Fine Art Paper


