
For immediate release – September 5, 2017

Gallery 44 launches fall season with newly commissioned work by Aleesa Cohene

I Don’t Get It
Aleesa Cohene
 
Exhibition dates: September 8 - October 21, 2017
Opening Reception: Friday, September 8, 2017 (6 - 8PM)  

Co-commissioned by Gallery 44, The Western Front (Vancouver) and The Rooms (St. John’s), this new body of work 
by Aleesa Cohene explores how whiteness, as a fundamental category of belonging, is never not at play. Comprised 
of a series of composite videos, I Don’t Get It pushes at the limits of what is legible within the homogeneity of 
contemporary white Hollywood cinema. Considering the 2015 book Between the World and Me by American writer, 
Ta-Nehisi Coates in which he describes, racism as galactic, a physical law of the universe, “a tenacious gravity” and a 
“cosmic injustice.” Through this project Cohene asks: How do my rhetorical politics contribute to what is happening 
around me? How do I make room for other systems of representation to come into being? This exhibition is curated by 
Noa Bronstein, Allison Collins, and Mireille Eagan.

Aleesa Cohene is a media artist who uses found footage and sounds to create videos and installations about human 
intimacies. Cohene has been making videos since 2001, and in 2010 completed a fellowship at the Kunsthochschule für 
Medien in Cologne, Germany. Cohene’s audiovisual collages are expertly edited, telling oblique, strongly atmospheric 
stories. The artist’s found footage tends to come from Hollywood films and TV shows popular during her childhood in 
the 1980s and early 1990s; one example is the 2008 three-channel installation Something Better, which showed at the 
2009 Images Festival and later at the Power Plant’s 2011 exhibition “Coming After”—a look at younger queer artists who 
came of age during and after the HIV/AIDS epidemic. Cohene was longlisted for the Sobey Art Award, and her work has 
also been shown at Oakville Galleries and Galerie Suvi Lehtinen in Berlin
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Aleesa Cohene, Untitled, video still, 2017


